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Chief’s Update
Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner

Hello Everyone and welcome to the
October Branch Newsletter. It is a bumper
issue so I will keep my message brief.

This month’s newsletter is full of great
activities and events and as the weather
gets a little warmer I hope you all have the
opportunity to get out and enjoy Scouting
in Canberra.

I was fortunate to catch up with a lot of
members recently and many of you have
expressed thanks for the newsletter and
our attempts at keeping you informed on
events and activities within the Branch.

It was with this in mind that we
experimented with using Operoo to send
out the PACT/JOTI-JOTA invitation and the
Flat Water Training notice. I know this
caused confusion amongst some members
and for that I am sorry. However, we will
continue to explore how we can better
communicate with parents/carers,
particularly so that no young person ever
misses out on an opportunity because they
were not aware of what was happening
and that they had plenty of time to decide if they want to participate.

Happy and Safe Scouting Everyone.
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Youth Program
Shaylah McClymont, Assistant Chief Commissioner Program

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we have a vacancy in the Branch Commissioner Events
role. I’m pleased to announce that we are now accepting applications for this role! More
information can be found in the Position Description.

Applications close 6 October 2024.

Youth Engagement
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Engagement

Are you passionate about the Rover Scout section
and ready to make an impact at the national level?
All National Rover Council Executive roles for 2025
are open for nomination, with successful
candidates stepping into their roles after the NRC
Conference in early 2025. Submit your nomination
Thursday 31 October 2024. Learn more and apply
at https://rovers.scouts.com.au/rovering/nrc-
elections-2025/

Save the date - our second Cub Forum is coming up
on Sunday 17 November at the Branch Office in
Garran. Cubs will play games and have an
opportunity to shape upcoming events and discuss
any issues their Units are facing.

All Cub Units are invited to send up to 4 Cub
representatives - nominations will open later in
October.
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Branch Scout Council update

The BSC recently held elections to fill some
vacancies - congratulations to our new executive
team. And a big thank you to Luke and Charlotte
for all their hard work, and we wish them the best
of luck in Venturers!

All Scout Units are invited to attend the next BSC
meeting will be held onMonday 21 October,
location to be advised.

Branch Venturer Council update
Medha, BVC Chair

The ACT Venturers website - www.actventurers.com - has been redesigned, you can now
find information on the BVC and all upcoming meetings as well as news on any upcoming
events such as the Sunscreen film competition or last week's Venturer picnic, which is all
now in one convenient place. You can also find links to all of ACT Venturers social media
pages, and our newWhatsApp group chat available for all Venturers in the ACT.

The BVC has made the decision after speaking with all members of the BVC to invite
Venturer Units from nearby NSW Groups to participate in our meetings and events. This
allows us to explore new opportunities and create meaningful connections with groups
many of us may have never had the chance to interact with before despite the close
proximity.
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Peak Awards
Lianne Halling, Branch Commissioner Milestones & Peak Awards

Congratulations to the following awardees who have recently completed their award.
These youth members, along with others who have earned their awards this term, will be
invited to attend the branch awards ceremony on Sunday 20 October at 11am. Invites will
be emailed directly to the families of awardees.

Joey Scout Challenge Award

Connor Van Putten Lake Burley Griffin

Patrick Rawlings Majura

Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award

Lucas Tapply Lake Ginninderra

David Watson Birralee

James Wong Kama

Australian Scout Award

Katherine Logue Mt Rogers

All Peak Award Notifications can be submitted via Operoo. An
email will be received once the form has been approved.:
https://tinyurl.com/ScoutsACTPeakAwards

National News
The latest issue of National News is out, including:

● King’s Scout Award update
● National Executive Committee under 30s vacancy
● Scouts Australia technology priorities survey
● Mental Health Month
● Volunteer with World Scouting
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International Opportunities
Georgia Elliott, Branch International Commissioner

Ready for a Challenge? Apply for a CMT role for Poland 2027!

We’re on the hunt for passionate Leaders and Young Adults who want to use their past
event experience to make an impact. As part of the team for the next Australian
Contingent to the World Scout Jamboree you’ll be challenged to do your best and
shape awesome experiences for our Youth and Adults alike.

We’re seeking applications for:

● Assistant Contingent Leader
● Head of Administration
● Head of Marketing & Communications
● Head of People & Culture
● Head of Logistics
● Head of Health & Wellbeing
● Head of Finance & Risk
● Head of Program

If one of these roles piques your interest, apply now at:
https://scouts.com.au/blog/2024/09/26/the-26th-world-scout-jamboree-contingent-ma
nagement-team-roles/

Applications close October 10th so apply today!

Why not create your own adventure? Run a Branch Friendship Tour!

A Branch Friendship Tour is members of one group or branch heading
overseas for either service projects, cultural exchanges, camping events
and outdoor adventure activities. Branch Friendship Tours provide an
opportunity for Units to challenge themselves to plan their own
international Scouting experience. The program could include tasks
towards the Outdoor Adventure Skills or a cultural exchange with Scouts
from another country. Your Unit gets to select their own purpose for your Branch Friendship
Tour.

Want to know more? Email me (georgia.elliott@scoutsact.com.au) or check out the
International Travel Guide.
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Upcoming Events

Venturers and Rovers Take Over BlocHaus
Jacinta Tarlinton, BRC Engagement Officer
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JOTA-JOTI
Rob Fredericksen, Branch Activity Leader Radio

Applications are now open for Units to attend
Jamboree on the Air-Jamboree on the Internet
(JOTA-JOTI), the world's largest Scout event, on 18-20
October at Camp Cottermouth. For more information or
to register visit:
https://www.scoutsact.com.au/jotajoti-2022.html

PACT Camp
Rod Stubbs, Branch Activity Leader Pioneering

The ACT Pioneering Team and JOTA-JOTI Team are combining forces to host a Pioneering +
JOTA-JOTI Camp at Cottermouth, on the weekend of 18 to 20 October 2024. Note that
each Group needs to make arrangements for their Youth and their Leaders to be tented and
fed. Groups can negotiate with each other to combine their “camp”, as they wish (we can
also help Groups combine, as necessary). To Book a Campsite: email
pact@scoutsact.com.au ; Rod Stubbs 0408860872

You should have received an Operoo Form that invites you to this event. If not, contact
pact@scoutsact.com.au and a form will be sent to you.

Joey Jaunt 2024
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AJ2025 – 26th Australian Jamboree
Michelle Taylor, Contingent Leader

Applications for AJ2025, the 26th Australian Jamboree
have closed.

If you have any questions, please contact:
● Michelle Taylor (Seahorse)
● AJ2025 Contingent Leader
● M: 0411 283 813
● E: cl.jamboree@scoutsact.com.au

Pathways Branch Cub Camp
Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team

It is less than 13 weeks to Christmas and less than 22
weeks to the Pathways camp on 28 February 28 to 2
March 2025. This Group based camp will gather ACT and NSW cubs and guides at the
Cottermouth that a weekend of activity and fun. We don't have a website yet, but we will
soon.

Put the camp in your term 1 program. We would love to see you there.

Cotter Shield 2025
Branch Scout Council

Save the day - the BSC starting to plan for Cotter Shield 2025 on 4-6 April 2025 at Camp
Cottermouth. Cotter Shield is the biggest annual ACT camp for Scout Units, where Patrols
compete against each other in a series of challenges to test their Scouting skills. Contact
the BSC if you would like to get involved in organising the camp.

Hoporee 2025
Corey Coppin, Hoporee Camp Director

Hoporee will be held on the 4-6 October 2025. If you are interested in assisting in the
planning of the event, please contact Corey at corey.coppin@scouts.com.au
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Training
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development

2025 Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar
Time to start planning for 2025! The 2025 training calendar is now complete! Big changes
include: the ability to finish essential leader training in a single term. Youth Leadership
courses every term. And a brand new Certificate II Course in Active Volunteering so that
Scouts, Venturer Scouts, Rover Scouts and Leaders can turn their scouting experience into a
formal qualification. Please click and share this link to view the live calendar (or scan the
QR Code below) so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep up to date
with Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated.

Leader Opportunities
Are you passionate about your section? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are
positions for leaders of the Joey Scout, Cub Scout, Scout and Venturer Scout Sections.

In these roles you would:
1. Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders.
2. Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders.
3. Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant

Section.
4. Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant

Section.

Please send your expressions of interest to Andy Butt, ACC Training and Development
(andy.butt@scoutsact.com.au) explaining you would like to take on the Branch Training
Advisor role and your ideas for the Section.

Youth Leadership Courses
The last youth leadership Courses for 2024 are being run on the weekend of 2-3
November. Numbers for these courses are strictly limited and no registrations will be
accepted after 19 October 2024.

To register for the Cub Scout Course (Saturday Only) just click here.
To register for the Scout and Venturer Scout Course (2 days) just click here.
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Trained & Safe Participant On & Off-Road Cycling Workshop
The Cycling Team is running an on and off-road cycling course at Cotter on the 26-27
October. To sign up for the course please go through the training portal on the ACT scouts
website. The course is open to Ventures, Rovers and Leaders. If you are an experienced
scout that has ridden with us please contact me to discuss attending.

This is your chance to become qualified in teaching youth the basics of Mountain Biking &
on Road Cycling and the skills required to mentor youth at OAS Stages 4, 5 & 6. It is
designed for people with existing basic skills in Mountain Biking, you should be a confident
rider that has some confidence off road. The course can also support acquiring VET units for
those interested. Any issues or further questions please contact Jon Ashmore.

Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities
● Cycling - Bike Hike - 11-13 October
● Pioneering ACT (PACT) Camp - 18-20 October
● Abseiling at Scout Rock - 19 October
● Sailing - Trilakes 1 - 20 October
● #422 - Scouting Management (Hybrid)

○ 20 October (3 hrs Online)
○ 27 October (3 hrs Online)
○ 02 November (1 day Face to Face)

● #417 - Scouting Essentials - 26-27 October
● #444 - Canoeing - Safe / Trained Participant - 26-27 October
● #446 - Cycling - Safe / Trained Participant - 26-27 October
● Mountain Biking Skills Ride - 27 October
● Scuba - Open Water Pool Sessions - 31 Oct 17:00 - 21:00
● Youth Leadership Courses - 2-3 November
● #459 - Archery Safe Participant Course - 2-3 November
● Sailing - Come Try Sailing Day - 3 November
● #447 - 4WD - Safe/Trained Participant Course - 9-10 November
● #420 - Scouting Adventure Course
● Sailing - Trilakes 2 - 17 November
● Bushwalking Skills Weekend - 23-24 November
● Scuba Weekend - 30 Nov-01 Dec 2024
● #457 - Youth Mental Health First Aid (YMHFA) - 1 December

Courses are filling fast - click here to register, as applications for all the courses are closing
soon! Scanning the QR code will reveal a full calendar of all Woodbadge and Adventurous
Activity Events and Training throughout the year.
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