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Chief’s Update
Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner

Hello everyone and welcome to the
November Branch Newsletter.

As I am sure that you are all aware,
Spring is the busiest season for Scouts in
the ACT and as you can see there is a
heap of activities planned for November.

At the recent Adult Recognition Awards
Ceremony, I mentioned the decision to
provide Scouts ACT youth members with
the opportunity to progress a Duke of
Edinburgh International Award in parallel
with their Scout Peak Award. This
decision followed a successful trial over
the last 18 months of the Duke of Ed
Award Program with the Birralee Scout
Group in north Canberra.

Well I am very pleased to announce that
we now have our first two recipients –
Leanne Sheather and Harry Neumann
who have both achieved their Silver
Award level.

For those unfamiliar with both award systems, the Bronze Level Award aligns well with
older Scouts in the last 18 months of their Australian Scout Award progression. Silver and
Gold Award Levels are suited to Venturer Scouts and Rover Scouts progressing their Peak
Awards. While other branches have recognised the Duke of Edinburgh, this is the first time
that Scouts ACT have actually undertaken the assessment for the Award, providing another
benefit of being a Scout.
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If you are interested in the Duke of Edinburgh Award all you need to do is first talk to your
Unit or Group Leader. They will then put you in touch with our Duke of Edinburgh Award
Coordinator, Dave Neumann dukeofed@scoutsact.com.au.

As we move rapidly into Christmas I know that many families will be considering the value
of their children continuing in Scouts in 2025. One of the issues that you will consider are
fees. At the October Branch Executive Committee meeting, we agreed to a Fund Raising
Strategy for 2024 to 2029. The key objective of the Strategy is to transition to a model
where business activities are the main source of income, decreasing our reliance on
membership fees and grants, while leveraging grants to facilitate this shift.

This means in the future; we aim for membership fees to be a supplementary source of
income rather than our main revenue stream. To maintain accessibility, these fees will need
to be set at a level that is affordable for most people. For those people who cannot afford to
be a Scout, we will have Programs in place to support participation, including the Scout
Fund, the Lord Baden Powell Society and the Scout Scholarships. Separately, while
participation fees for members will remain balanced to ensure accessibility, fees for
non-member participation in camps, events, and activities will be set to generate a profit.

The other part of the Funding Strategy is growing membership. This is not only essential to
increase revenue but also to ensure the long-term sustainability of Scouting. This is an
issue facing all Scout Branches across Australia. Here in the ACT in 2025 the goal is to
achieve a net increase of one youth member for every unit in every Group – Joey, Cub,
Scout, Venturer and Rover. As we have over 100 active units this will mean over 100 new
members – the equivalent to one new Group. We will also be looking at opening up new
units to cater for different segments of the population and reduce our waiting lists which
should increase our membership even more. .

This all means that for the next little while you should start to see some significant
improvements to Camp Cottermouth, where we will be opening up parts of the site,
developing different accommodation models with the aim of actively promoting the site for
non-Scout use. We are also looking at working with local schools to provide access to our
equipment and programs, holiday programs, active recreation programs and so on. We are
also looking at actively promoting major national and international Scouting events being
here in Canberra.

Finally in October we celebrated the life of Brenda de Bes who passed during the month.
Brenda had a lifelong devotion to Scouting, being one of a very small group of members to
have been awarded a 75-year service badge. In total, Brenda was a leader with Scouts for
over 78 years, starting as an Assistant Cub Leader in 1946. She held many positions in the
Branch with her last formal role as a long-standing member of the Branch Appointments
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Committee, which she continued well into her 90s. In recognition of her life of service, she
was made a Life Member of Scouts ACT in 2011. The impact of her contributions not only
at the grassroots level but also her dedication to supporting young people to achieve their
full potential embodied the very essence of Scouting. Gone Home.

Youth Engagement
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Engagement

The Branch Venturer Council is looking for
enthusiastic and motivated Venturers to lead the BVC
in 2025 and support and represent local Venturer
Units.

Elections will take place at Coast Venture on
14 December. Venturers who are interested in a role
but are not attending Coast Venture should get in
touch so we can make alternate arrangements. For
more information visit
actventurers.com/bvc/bvc-exec-elections.

Applications are open for the Australian Government
Youth Advisory Groups. They are looking for young
people with diverse lives experiences aged 16 to 24
to help advise government on what’s important to
young people.

If you have things to say about:
● Australia’s arts, entertainment and cultural

sector
● civic engagement and driving social change
● ending gender-based violence
● ensuring we have effective climate change adaption and national water strategies
● supporting First Nations young people in their career choices

then consider applying to join the YAGs!

Find out more about the groups and apply on youth.gov.au/get-involved. Applications close
Sunday 17 November.
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Branch Scout Council update
Elin, BSC Chair

Hi ACT Scout Units and families, I hope everyone is doing well and excited about upcoming
Scout events. My name is Elin, and I am the new Branch Scout Council Chair for 2024. In
our recent meeting last Monday (21 October), we discussed unit readiness for AJ2025 and
reviewed the Cotter Shield scoring system, incorporating feedback from the previous year.
We also planned for our upcoming badge swapping event - see details below.

Our final BSC meeting for this year will be held onWednesday 4 December, down by Lake
Burley Griffin for swimming and a BBQ. Whilst we recognise this will not be as formal as
typical BSC meetings, Units are still welcome to send 1 - 2 representatives from their Unit
to attend. BSC meetings are an excellent way to connect with local Scout Units, have youth
voices heard on a Branch level and, of course, enjoy a variety of foods.

Branch Venturer Council update
Leanne, BVC Secretary

A reminder about the upcoming BVC meeting onWednesday 6 November, from 7:00pm -
9:00pm at the Branch office - 89 Kitchen St Garran ACT 2605.

This month's meeting will discuss the changes introduced to term 4 programs, Units’
progress in Sunscreen, and details about Coast Venture in December. Looking forward to
seeing as many Venturer Units represented as possible!

Child & Youth Safety
Louise VanGalen, Child Protection Commissioner

Child safety is everyone's responsibility. Do you have any
concerns or just want to ask some questions? You don't have
to make a formal report to ask for advice. If someone's
behaviour is bothering you and you are not sure what to do,
talk to your Group Leader, or call 6183 5023 or email
protection@scoutsact.com.au.
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Upcoming Events
Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events

Hello Branch, I am Bryn Catlin, the new Branch Commissioner for Events. For the next few
weeks, I'll be jumping around the Branch to meet and greet all the event organizers, and
Group Leaders, so that we can identify some things to work on in the events space, and
what the Scouts of ACT want out of the events.

My initial aim for this role is to create an events framework for the ACT, mainly for
approvals, and define and categorize events in the ACT so there is a clear workflow for
getting events happening. I also aim to consolidate all my experience in event management
in the Branch and create a single point of call to gather information and advice on running
various aspects of Scout events.

If you have any suggestions, feel free to send me an email, I'm keen to get the perspectives
of the branch and rely on the amazing event coordinators in the Branch. No matter how big
or small your events are at a Unit, Group, Branch, or interstate level, I want to hear your
views.

Cub Forum II
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Engagement

Registrations are now open for Cub Forum II, our next
Cub Scout youth engagement activity, to be held on
Sunday 17 November at the Branch Office in Garran.

Cub Forum II will see Cubs participate in a wide game
around Garran as they have their voices heard and
shape the future of Cubs in the ACT. Leaders are
welcome to attend and support their Cubs.

Interested Units are asked to complete an expression of interest form nominating up to 4
youth representatives by 13 November: https://forms.gle/8KnS3LXZrpCapax79
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Joey Jaunt

Badge Swapping Day
Branch Scout Council

The Branch Scout Council is proud to present its
first-ever Badge Swapping Day, on Saturday 7
December at the Branch Office in Garran, from
1:00-5:00PM.

Whether you're starting on your camp blanket or
stocking up for Jamboree, the Badge Swapping Day is
your opportunity to grow your collection.

All youth and adult members are invited and can attend individually or organise to come
with your Unit or Patrol. You can stay for half an hour or the whole afternoon. Please
register via our Google Form to be added to the event Operoo:
https://forms.gle/aPC5cTUNcniDppBy7.
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Coast Venture
Branch Venturer Council

The Branch Venturer Council is organising our annual
Coast Venture camp at Holiday Haven Lake Tabourie on
the South Coast on 13-15 December, and would love for
all Venturers to join us.

The BVC is planning a fun weekend of activities,
including Unit vs Unit beach games, a Leaders social
get-together, and the screening of our Sunscreen film
festival entries. Units are to self-cater, and we will all
dine together on Saturday night.

Please register to be added to the event Operoo: https://forms.gle/7K6aJiMB3j4z9ziB8..
Registrations close Tuesday 5 December.

AJ2025 – 26th Australian Jamboree
Michelle Taylor, Contingent Leader

Applications for AJ2025, the 26th Australian Jamboree
have closed.

If you have any questions, please contact:
● Michelle Taylor (Seahorse)
● AJ2025 Contingent Leader
● M: 0411 283 813
● E: cl.jamboree@scoutsact.com.au
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Pathways Branch Cub Camp
Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team

It is less than 13 weeks to Christmas and less than 22
weeks to the Pathways camp on 28 February 28 to 2
March 2025. This Group-based camp will gather ACT and
NSW cubs and guides at the Cottermouth for a weekend
of activity and fun. We don't have a website yet, but we
will soon.

Put the camp in your Term 1 program. We would love to see you there.

Cotter Shield 2025
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Engagement

Cotter Shield is back in 2025, and the Branch Scout
Council needs your help to make it an amazing and
memorable youth-led camp! Cotter Shield will be on
the weekend of 13-15 April 2025 at Camp
Cottermouth, and have a theme of Scout Olympics.

The BSC is looking for both Scouts and Leaders/Rovers
to form a Planning Team to organise the camp. Leaders
will provide their expertise and mentorship, while Scouts will be given opportunities to
develop their leadership, teamwork and planning skills. Scouts could potentially use their
involvement in the Planning Team for Milestone badges, SIAs, or even OAS Camping with
the agreement of their Unit Council.

Applications close Friday 22 December. For more information or to apply, visit
https://forms.gle/XNdiacCFW4aGP3nu5, and please contact me if you have any questions

Hoporee 2025
Corey Coppin, Hoporee Camp Director

Hoporee will be held on the 4-6 October 2025. If you are interested in assisting in the
planning of the event, please contact Corey at corey.coppin@scouts.com.au
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Training
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development

2025 Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar
Time to start planning for 2025! The 2025 training calendar is now complete! Big changes
include: the ability to finish essential leader training in a single term, and youth Leadership
courses every term. Please click and share this link to view the live calendar (or scan the QR
Code below) so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep up to date with
Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated.

Leader Opportunities
Are you passionate about your section? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are
positions for leaders of the Cub Scout, Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections.

In these roles you would:
1. Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders.
2. Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders.
3. Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant

Section.
4. Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant

Section.

Please send your expressions of interest to Andy Butt, ACC Training and Development
(andy.butt@scoutsact.com.au) explaining you would like to take on the Branch Training
Advisor role and your ideas for the Section.

Learning Management System Update
Coming Soon - see where you are in your training journey when you log into
training.scouts.com.au. And group leaders will have a dashboard to see where their whole
team is at!
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Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities
● #447 - 4WD - Safe/Trained Participant Course - 9-10 November
● Survival Snippet - Find / Purify Water - 0900-1200 16 November
● River Crossing Course (OAS7) - 1000-1530 16 November
● #420 - Scouting Adventure Course 16-17 November (FILLING FAST)
● Sailing - Trilakes 2 - 17 November
● Pioneering ACT (PACT) Camp - 22-24 November
● Bushwalking Skills Weekend - 23-24 November
● Scuba Weekend - 30 Nov-01 Dec 2024
● Abseil at Scout Rock - 0900-1200 30 November
● #457 - Youth Mental Health First Aid (YMHFA) - 01 December
● Cycling - Christmas Social Ride - 1600-1830 06 December
● Survival Snippet - Foraging - 0900-1300 07 December
● # 448 4WD - Basic Trailer Skills - 07-08 December

Courses are filling fast - click here to register, as applications for all the courses are closing
soon! Scanning the QR code will reveal a full calendar of all Woodbadge and Adventurous
Activity Events and Training throughout the year.

4WD Drive Team

Are you interested in a remote camp or hike?
Have a 4WD but not sure of how it all works?
The Scouts ACT 4WD team can help

We offer support services to members looking to hike remotely, ranging
from access to or from the hike location to remote support while the hike is taking place.
We also offer vehicle maintenance and vehicle inspection nights to any members with
vehicles.

We can also come to your hall and do
demonstrations or take Scout members of
all ages on driving experiences from a
2-hour drive to a multiple-day drive. We
can help with the planning and get you to
some amazing campsites that others may
not be able to attend.
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Our training courses are great for beginners through to the more experienced and are
designed to help you get the most out of your vehicle and your equipment. Training is
available to all youth members with a valid drivers licence and a minimum of 20 hours
driving experience, YES this includes Learner Drivers!!

National News
The latest issue of National News is out, including:

● AJ2025 Visitors Days and Future Scout Day
● Youth reflect on an unforgettable experience at KISC 100
● New environmental and social impact challenge cards
● National Rover Council vacancies
● New National Team appointments, including our own Shaylah McClymont!
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