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Chief’s Update
Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner

Hello Everyone

This edition of the Branch Newsletter is
late because I first needed to confirm a
couple of pieces of exciting news.

First, Scouts ACT has been successful in
securing a $1.5 million Play Your Way
Grant. This is a Federal Government
Program aimed at improving access for
women and girls to participate in outdoor
activities. The main part of our request
was funding to build new toilet and
shower blocks at Camp Cottermouth.

I believe this is the largest single grant
that we have ever received in the history
of Scouts ACT. Thanks must go to the
professional team led by our Executive
Officer Jo Legge-Wilkinson and to the
Branch President Neville Tomkins OAM,
who spent many hours preparing the
application and to the many organisations
that offered letters of support.

We are now negotiating the finer points
of the Agreement and working with
Mather Architecture on finalising our Development Application with the ACT Government.
A special mention must also go to Adre de Waal, Quantity Surveyor, who is providing his
services pro bono. As you can imagine, this was a major team effort and everyone involved
should be congratulated. Construction is anticipated to commence in 2025.

The second piece of good news is that the professional team in the office, this time led by
Tony Melville, have been able to negotiate a new public and products liability insurance
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policy. Whilst it is still twice the premium that we were paying 2023, it is a reduction from
2024. However, most importantly, they have been able to negotiate a reduction in the
excess of adventurous activities. Simply put, we can again start using the low-flying fox at
Camp Cottermouth and for Venturers and Rovers, canyoning can continue to be delivered.
Overall a pretty good result.

Looking forward, it is only a matter of weeks until the AJ2025 welcomes our contingent of
360 Scouts ACT members. Having seen the program, you are all going to have a fantastic
time which will naturally include the challenge of camping with 10,000 of your closest
Scout friends. Good luck and safe travels.

Looking further into 2025, thank you to Helen Day and Elizabeth Daley, who have accepted
roles as Joey Training Advisors. They will work with the Joey Leaders by facilitating ongoing
training and development by the Branch Team; setting up networking opportunities; and
coordinating the development, publication and sharing of resources for Joey Leader.

On Saturday 14 December, all Cub Scout Leaders are invited to a morning tea where we
are going to share ideas about what activities and events you would like to see for Cub
Scouts in 2025. We will also be seeking expressions of interest from leaders who may wish
to take on the role of Cub Scout Leader Training Advisors.

As you may have seen, Craig Robilliard has stepped down from his role as Assistant Chief
Commissioner Group Support. We are currently recruiting for a replacement, so if you are
interested please contact either myself or Daniel Bartlett and we can discuss the role with
you.

Finally, the ACT Chief Ministers Department has offered Scouts the opportunity to run
multiple BBQ locations at the Australia Day celebrations at Commonwealth Park. If you are
interested, Bryn Catlin is coordinating our participation.

As this is the last Newsletter for 2024, I want to thank Jay Reid for all his hard work in
getting the newsletter published every month this year. I want to thank my whole senior
leadership team who have joined me in what can only be described as an incredible year of
Everything, Everywhere, All at Once.

Finally, I want to wish you and your families a happy and safe festive season. I look forward
to seeing you all back at Scouts in 2025.
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Cub Scout Leaders Planning Day
Daniel Bartlett, Deputy Chief Commissioner

Cub Scout Leaders and helpers are invited to a planning session with morning tea at the
Shakespeare Centre from 10.00-12.00 on Saturday 14 December. This will include:

● Share ideas about what activities and events you would like to see for Cub Scouts in
2025

● Identify any resource gaps of great resources you would like other Cub Scout
Leaders to know about.

● Hear from the organisers of the upcoming Pathways 2025 Camp (now moved to
November 2025) and how you can help

● Learn about the new Branch Training Advisor, Cub Scouts role recently advertised.
● We will also be hearing about the changes happening at Camp Cottermouth and the

ongoing development of the Cottermouth Plan.
● Anything else we've got time to discuss.

Please RSVP to Daniel: daniel.bartlett@scoutsact.com.au.

Youth Engagement
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Engagement

The Branch Venturer Council is looking for
enthusiastic and motivated Venturers to lead the BVC
in 2025 and support and represent local Venturer
Units.

Elections will take place at Coast Venture on
14 December. Venturers who are interested in a role
but are not attending Coast Venture should get in
touch so we can make alternate arrangements. For
more information visit
actventurers.com/bvc/bvc-exec-elections.
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Branch Scout Council update
Elin, BSC Chair

Hi ACT Scout Units, the Branch Scout Council just
wanted to wish everyone a relaxing holiday break,
happiness at Christmas time and a huge thank you for a
great year! Our next meeting will be on Monday 17
February 2025, with the location to be determined.

Branch Venturer Council update
Medha, BVC Chair

Thank you to everyone who has been a part of BVC this year. Being Chair of the BVC has
been an amazing experience that has taught me a lot, I couldn’t have done it without the
rest of the wonderful BVC executive team helping out every step of the way. I wish the best
of luck to next year’s executive team.

GG’s Camp ACT Contingent Badges
Daniel Bartlett, Deputy Chief Commissioner

A small number of ACT Contingent Badges are still
available for $3 each plus postage. Please contact me if
you are interested.

National News
The latest issue of National News is out, including:

● Scouts Australia Annual Report 2024
● Paralympian Tim Hodge’s visit to his old Scout Group
● A year of Leadership Through Adventure Fund adventures
● 16th Aotearoa New Zealand Venture 2026
● National Rover Council Vacancies
● Updated Adults in Scouting Standards
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Peak Awards
Lianne Halling, Branch Commissioner Milestones & Peak Awards

Congratulations to the following awardees who have recently completed their award.
These youth members, along with others who have earned their awards this term, have
been invited to attend the branch awards ceremony on Sunday 15 December at 11am.
Invites will be emailed directly to the families of awardees.

All Peak Award Notifications can be submitted via Operoo. An email will be received once
the form has been approved.: https://tinyurl.com/ScoutsACTPeakAwards

Joey Scout Challenge Award

Edward Black Mulga

Jett Bulger Lake Ginninderra

Levi Bulger Lake Ginninderra

Harry Lindsay Lake Ginninderra

Elizabeth Makshakova Lake Tuggeranong

Miles Dawson Lake Tuggeranong

Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award

Hayley Cross Diamantina

Zoe Perkins Diamantina

Archer Glanville Garran

Oliver Glanville Garran

Joshua Cashmere Birralee

Leila Hekimian Birralee

Miller Drummond Birralee

Mala Eyde Majura

Elliott Graham Majura

Eric Hole Majura

Australian Scout Award

Ebony-Rose Cronin Lake Tuggeranong

Seth Huggett Birralee

Joshua O'Keeffe 13th Canberra

Dylan Perkins Lake Burley Griffin
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King’s Scout Award

Emily Hyde Lake Burley Griffin

Sarah Hamilton Lake Burley Griffin

Tieve Halling Rowlinson Lake Tuggeranong

Euan Coram Lake Tuggeranong

Gwendorlyn Hosking Southwell

Baden-Powell Scout Award

Shaylah McClymont Old Parliament House Rover Unit
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International Opportunities
Georgia Elliott, Branch International Commissioner

Scouts Australia is sending a Contingent to the 16th
Aotearoa / New Zealand Jamboree in December 2025 –
January 2026!

This flagship event will bring thousands of Venturer
Scouts to Wellington New Zealand, where you will take
part in a 5-day expedition of your choice, then return to
base camp for five days of onsite and offsite activities plus
evening entertainment.

The Contingent is calling for current Venturer Scouts and Scouts who will be 14 years old
by December 2025 to submit an Expression of Interest today! Applications will open soon,
and by submitting an Expression of Interest, you will be contacted first when all the juicy
details are available.

Applications will be via the Scouts Australia event registration portal. Scouts Aotearoa has
released the Venture ‘26 website and Facebook page to keep you up to date.

For any enquiries, please contact the Australian Contingent at nzv2026@scouts.com.au or
visit the Australian Contingent website: https://scouts.com.au/event/nzv2026/

Upcoming Events
Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events

Coast Venture
Branch Venturer Council

Registrations have now closed the annual Coast Venture
camp at Holiday Haven Lake Tabourie on the South Coast
on 13-15 December, organised by the Branch Venturer
Council.

The BVC is planning a fun weekend of activities, including
Unit vs Unit beach games, a Leaders social get-together,
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and the screening of our Sunscreen film festival entries. Units are to self-cater, and we will
all dine together on Saturday night.

AJ2025 – 26th Australian Jamboree
Michelle Taylor, Contingent Leader

Applications for AJ2025, the 26th Australian Jamboree
have closed.

If you have any questions, please contact:
● Michelle Taylor (Seahorse)
● AJ2025 Contingent Leader
● M: 0411 283 813
● E: cl.jamboree@scoutsact.com.au

Cotter Shield 2025
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Engagement

Cotter Shield is back in 2025, and the Branch Scout
Council needs your help to make it an amazing and
memorable youth-led camp! Cotter Shield will be on the
weekend of 11-13 April 2025 at Camp Cottermouth, and
have a theme of Scout Olympics.

The BSC is looking for both Scouts and Leaders/Rovers
to form a Planning Team to organise the camp. Leaders
will provide their expertise and mentorship, while Scouts will be given opportunities to
develop their leadership, teamwork and planning skills. Scouts could potentially use their
involvement in the Planning Team for Milestone badges, SIAs, or even OAS Camping with
the agreement of their Unit Council.

For more information or to apply, visit https://forms.gle/XNdiacCFW4aGP3nu5, and please
contact me if you have any questions.
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Hoporee 2025
Corey Coppin, Hoporee Camp Director

Hoporee will be held on 4-6 October 2025. If you are interested in assisting in the planning
of the event, please contact Corey at corey.coppin@scouts.com.au

Pathways Branch Cub Camp
Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team

The Pathways Branch Cub Camp has been rescheduled to
14-16 November 2025. This Group-based camp will
gather ACT and NSW cubs and guides at the Cottermouth
for a weekend of activity and fun. We don't have a
website yet, but we will soon.

Training
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development

Training for 2024 is done!
This calendar year the Training, Adventurous Activity and Youth Leadership teams have run
40 courses with around 420 participants achieving successful completions. During the year
we have appointed 16 new Scout Appointed Guides and awarded 3 Wood Badges, as well
as a heap of Safe and Trained Participants in the Adventurous Activities Space.
Congratulations all!

Plan now to get your Wood Badge in 2025
2025 is the year for you to complete your Leader training. Earn your Wood Badge, wear
your beads with pride and be invested into the 1st Gilwell Scout Group. The Scouting
Leadership Course (the face-to-face component) is scheduled for 21-22 June 2025 so get
your on-demand training out of the way over the Christmas Break and enrol early.

If I can fill the June course I will run another in Term 4 for those of you who are not yet
ready to embrace the wonder of winter at Cottermouth.
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2025 Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar
Time to start planning for 2025! The 2025 training calendar is now complete! Big changes
include: the ability to finish essential leader training in a single term, and Youth Leadership
Courses every term. Please click and share this link to view the live calendar so that you can
see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep up to date with Adventurous Activity events
and courses as they are added or updated.

Leader Opportunities
Are you passionate about your section? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are
positions for leaders of the Cub Scout, Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections.

In these roles you would:
1. Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders.
2. Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders.
3. Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant

Section.
4. Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant

Section.

Please send your expressions of interest to Andy Butt, ACC Training and Development
(andy.butt@scoutsact.com.au) explaining you would like to take on the Branch Training
Advisor role and your ideas for the Section.

Learning Management System Update
The Learning Management System is now live - see where you are in your training journey
when you log into training.scouts.com.au. Group Leaders now have access to a dashboard
to see where their whole team is at! - Initial bugs have been resolved and the dashboard
should now display (mostly) correctly.

Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities
● #470 - National Project & Event Management - 8-9 February
● #466 - Four Wheel Driving for Guides and Assistant Guides - 15-16 February
● #504 - Safe/Trained Participant Canoe - Flat Undemanding - 15-16 February
● Survival Snippet - Knife Skills - 0900-1400 15 February
● #499 - Pioneering Trained Participant course - 22 February
● #471 - Scouting Essentials - 15-16 March
● #474 - Cub Scout Leadership Course - 15 March
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● #475 - Scout and Venturer Scout Leadership Course 15-16 March
● #506 - Trained Participant 4WD - 15-16 March
● #498 - Pioneering Trained Participant course - 16 March
● #513 - First Aid - 22 March
● #514 - First Aid - 23 March
● #476 - Scouting Adventure

Courses are filling fast - click here to register, as applications for all the courses are closing
soon!

11

https://extranet.act.scouts.asn.au/TrainingACT/Registration/default.php

