
 

 

Branch Newsletter | February 2025 
 

Chief’s Update 
Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner  

Hello Everyone  

Welcome to our first Branch Newsletter 
for 2025.  

In Scouts, we never have an ‘offseason’, 
so congratulations to the 360 leaders and 
youth members who participated in 
AJ2025. I was able to spend a few days 
with you and by all accounts, despite the 
rain and cane toads, everyone had a great 
time.  

Well done also to the four leaders and 8 
Venturers from 13th Canberra who in 
January hiked the Travers Sabine Circuit in 
Nelson Lakes National Park, New 
Zealand. Following their earlier adventure 
to K’Gari, 13th Canberra is quickly gaining 
a reputation as the extreme hiking Group.  

I am sure that by now you would have 
received advice about the Branch fees for 
2025. As always fees should never be a 
barrier for any person to be a Scout. If you 
are having difficulties in paying the fees, 
speak with your Group Leader as there 
are funds to support young people in 
need to stay as Scouts.  

Well done also to Bryn Catlin, Branch 
Commissioner Events, who organised our 
participation in this year’s Australia Day events at Commonwealth Park. As a result of his 
hard work (supported by Andrew from Lake Tuggeranong Sea Scouts) in running the BBQ, 
we were able to raise over $2,000 on the day.  
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Finally, as I mentioned in the December newsletter, Craig Robilliard has stepped down from 
his role as Assistant Chief Commissioner Group Support. Following an extensive 
recruitment process, I am pleased to announce that Rod Stubbs has accepted my invitation 
to be appointed to the role.   

Happy Scouting.  

 

OutsideIn25 
#OutsideIn25 is a challenge for everyone – from Joey 
Scouts to Rover Scouts – to enjoy more outdoor 
adventure. What will your Unit get up to in the great 
outdoors in 2025? 
 
As part of the Scout Method, nature is our main 
setting for learning. Doing activities outdoors 
encourages young people’s natural sense of curiosity, 
builds positive physical and mental health, and 
creates a stronger connection with the environment. 
 
Whether it’s including more outdoor nights in your Unit program, challenging yourself to 
complete different OAS progressions, or planning a big adventure for your Patrol to look 
forward to, our aim is to get young people trying new things in the outdoors this year! 
 
For more information, including the Bucket list Challenge, visit 
https://scouts.com.au/outsidein25/  
 

Joey Scout Leader Kanyana 
Helen Day & Elizabeth Davey, Branch Training Advisers - Joey Scouts 
 
Calling all Joey Leaders! Mark your calendars for a 
Kanyana meeting on Tuesday 18 February, focused 
on empowering your Joey Unit Councils. This session 
will provide valuable tips and tricks for running 
effective councils, navigating potential pitfalls, and 
tailoring the experience to best suit your unit's needs. 
You should have received an invitation via Operoo.  
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Join us 30 minutes early for pizza and connection before the official start at 7:30PM. The 
meeting will conclude by 9:30PM. A meeting link will be available for those who cannot 
attend in person, however strong preference is given to in-person attendance.  
 
Also, keep an eye out for details about an exciting canoeing adventure coming in March! 
 

Youth Program 
Shaylah McClymont, Assistant Chief Commissioner Program 
 
Two very important Gang Show-related reminders:  
 

Gang Show applications are now open!  
 
Applications for the 2025 show are now open, and 2025 
is set to be another AMAZING show. So don't delay 
clicking on the link below and complete your Expression 
of Interest form. Gang Show applications will close on 
Sunday 9 February 2025: 
https://groups.operoo.com/public_forms/1313085/new  
 
Branch Commissioner Gang Show Expression of Interest 
 
Scouts ACT is looking for its next Branch Commissioner Gang Show!!! This is a fulfilling and 
exciting role supporting Scouts ACT's annual musical production! 
 
Initially, the successful applicant will be appointed Assistant Branch Commissioner Gang 
Show, reporting to the acting Branch Commissioner Gang Show, as part of an extended 
handover and onboarding process. The successful applicant will assume the Branch 
Commissioner Gang Show role on 13 July 2025 (at the conclusion of the Gang Show 2025 
season). 
 
Details of the role responsibilities and how to apply are detailed in the attached Position 
Description . Expressions of Interest close Position Description - BC Gang Show 2025
on 9 February 2025! Please contact Shaylah if you have questions via email at 
Shaylah.McClymont@scoutsact.com.au 
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Youth Empowerment 
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment 
 
Registrations are now open for the first Cub Forum of 
2025, to be held on Sunday 2 March at the Branch Office 
in Garran. Cubs will participate in a wide game around 
Garran as they have their voices heard and shape the 
future of Cubs in the ACT. Leaders are welcome to attend 
and support their Cubs. 
 
Interested Units are asked to complete an expression of interest form to be added to the 
event Operoo: https://forms.gle/vdj4phtgGWbjnGmw6.  
 

Branch Scout Council update 
Elin, BSC Chair 
 
Hi ACT Scout Units, I hope everyone who attended the Jamboree has recovered and that 
everyone has had a relaxing break! As we enter the new year, I hope everyone is excited 
about upcoming scouting events and opportunities.  
 
Our next BSC meeting will be on Monday 17 February at the Southwell Scout Hall in 
Aranda. The BSC is also beginning to plan for our 2025 ‘Scout Olympics’ themed Cotter 
Shield, set for 4-6 April, and is seeking both Scouts and Rovers/Leaders to join the 
planning team. Please see more information on joining the CS 2025 planning team below. 
 

Branch Rover Council update 
Jacinta Tarlinton, BRC Engagement Officer 
 
If you are a Venturer or you know a Venturer that has just aged out and is looking for a 
Rover Unit to join, but still not too sure which one to choose from, then Rover Day is for you! 
This invitation is also open to current Rovers.  
 
Rover Day (or Rover Night) is about engaging and connecting with our fellow Rovers in 
meaningful ways and building conversations. One of our ACT Rover Units, Erindale Rover 
Unit will be hosting not just one, but TWO activities to showcase what Rovers do and 
reasons why you should join the wider community of ACT Rovers:  
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●​ Mini Pioneering - Monday 24 February, at the Wanniassa Scout Hall 
●​ Cooking Making - Monday 24 March, at the Wanniassa Scout Hall 

 
For more information or to register, visit: https://forms.gle/szzJLPY3iK9uEict9  
 
At our Rover Days, we will be representing ACT Rovers as a community, so even if our 
Erindale Rover Unit isn't for you, come and chat to us about other Rover Units that may be 
more suitable for you.  
 

 
 

National News 
The latest issue of National News is out, including: 

●​ Re-live the Highlights of AJ2025 
●​ Celebrating 40 years of the Lord Baden-Powell Society 
●​ Venturer Scouts Expedition to NZ Northern Region 
●​ 2025 Australia Day Honours and Awards 
●​ Clean Up Australia Day 
●​ Jamboree on Pedals 
●​ World Scout Jamboree 2027 - Poland  
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Peak Awards 
Lianne Halling, Branch Commissioner Milestones & Peak Awards 
 
Congratulations to the following awardees who completed their award late last year or 
during January. All Peak Award Notifications can be submitted via Operoo. An email will be 
received once the form has been approved.: https://tinyurl.com/ScoutsACTPeakAwards 
 
Joey Scout Challenge Award 

Alex Hollis Mt Rogers 

Tobias Guillaume Lake Ginninderra 

Eliza Milsom Lake Burley Griffin 

 
Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award 

Hunter Black Mulga 

Amelia Leask Mulga 

Scarlett Elson Kama 

Arlo Louis Kama 

Abhijay Bollampally Birralee 

Thomas Mallela-Leavesley Lake Ginninderra 

Margot Watson Lake Burley Griffin 

 
Australian Scout Award 

Hamish Winn Les Explorateurs 

Trystan Readman Lake Tuggeranong 

Nicholas Power Majura 

James Curran Birralee 

Patrick Curran Birralee 

 
King’s Scout Award 

Noah Wheeler Lake Ginninderra 

Sarah Perrott Lake Burley Griffin 
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International Opportunities 
Georgia Elliott, Branch International Commissioner 
 
Applications are open for the Australian Contingent the the 16th 
Aotearoa / New Zealand Jamboree in December 2025 – January 
2026!  
 
This flagship event will bring thousands of Venturer Scouts to 
Wellington New Zealand, where you will take part in a 5-day 
expedition of your choice, then return to base camp for five days of 
onsite and offsite activities plus evening entertainment. 
 
Applications opened on 8 January and close on 23 February! Get your application in quickly 
if you would like to attend and have not yet applied! Applications are via the Scouts 
Australia event registration portal, which can be accessed at 
https://registrations.international.scouts.com.au/.  
 
Scouts Aotearoa has released the Venture ‘26 website and Facebook page to keep you up 
to date. 
 
For any enquiries, please contact the Australian Contingent at nzv2026@scouts.com.au or 
visit the Australian Contingent website: https://scouts.com.au/event/nzv2026/  
 
Badge of the Month  
Looking for a new badge for your unit to work towards in 2025? Each month we will 
advertise a different badge that is part of the Better World Framework. A great way to 
challenge yourselves while making an impact on your world!  
 

Dialogue for Peace  
The Dialogue for Peace programme invites scouts to discover 
how they can incorporate dialogue into their everyday lives. 
With the help of the activities in the Dialogue for Peace 
guidelines, Scouts can be empowered with the skills and 
competencies that enable them to actively participate in the 
decision-making and resolution of community issues for 
sustainable development. Find out more here.  
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Upcoming Events 
Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events 
 

Northside Mob Riot 
Judith Ascione, Organising Team 
 
The Northside Mob Riot is on Wednesday 12 March at 
Diddums Close. Arrive at 5:15PM for a 5:30PM start. It 
ends at 7:00PM. Cost is $5. The theme is Bugs and Bees 
so send your Joeys names to me at 
judith.ascione@gmail.com so I can out them into Operoo 
for an invitation. We look forward to having a really fun 
afternoon. 
 
 

Cotter Shield 2025 
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment 
 
Cotter Shield is back in 2025, and the Branch Scout 
Council needs your help to make it an amazing and 
memorable youth-led camp!  
 
Cotter Shield will be on the weekend of 4-6 April 2025 
at Camp Cottermouth, and have a theme of Scout 
Olympics. Apologies, the date in the December 
newsletter was incorrect. 
 
The BSC is looking for both youth members (Scouts and Venturers) and adult members to 
form a Planning Team to organise the camp. Adult members will provide their expertise 
and mentorship, while youth members will be given opportunities to develop their 
leadership, teamwork and planning skills. You could potentially use your involvement in the 
Planning Team for Milestone badges, SIAs, or even OAS Camping with the agreement of 
your Unit Council. 
 
If you are interested in getting involved, please contact me and come along to the next BSC 
meeting on Monday 17 February at the Southwell Scout Hall in Aranda.  
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Hoporee 2025  
Corey Coppin, Hoporee Camp Director  
 
Hoporee will be held on 4-6 October 2025. If you are interested in assisting in the planning 
of the event, please contact Corey at corey.coppin@scouts.com.au 
 

Pathways Branch Cub Camp 
Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising  Team 
 
The Pathways Branch Cub Camp has been rescheduled to 
14-16 November 2025. This Group-based camp will 
gather ACT and NSW cubs and guides at the Cottermouth 
for a weekend of activity and fun. We don't have a 
website yet, but we will soon. 
 
 

Resilient Youth Australia Survey 
In 2019, Scouts Australia partnered with Resilient 
Youth Australia to explore the impact of Scouting on 
young Australians. The survey found that young 
people participating in Scouts have higher levels of 
resilience when compared to their non-Scouting 
peers, that Scouts report to had an overall better life 
satisfaction than their peers, and that the longer they 
stay in Scouts, the more resilient they are likely to be. 
 
Scouts Australia would like to invite youth members 
aged 7 - 20 to complete the 2025 Scouts Resilience 
Survey. We’re keen to hear about your thoughts, 
feelings and experiences about Scouts and beyond. 
 
Survey URL: https://scouts.resilientyouth.org/  
6-digit Access code: 000000 
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Training 
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development 
 

Plan now to get your Wood Badge in 2025 
2025 is the year for you to complete your Leader training. Earn your Wood Badge, wear 
your beads with pride and be invested into the 1st Gilwell Scout Group. The Scouting 
Leadership Course (the face-to-face component) is scheduled for 21-22 June 2025 so get 
your on-demand training out of the way and enrol early.  
 
If I can fill the June course I will run another in Term 4 for those of you who are not yet 
ready to embrace the wonder of winter at Cottermouth. 
 

2025 Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar 
Time to start planning for 2025! The 2025 training calendar is now complete! Big changes 
include: the ability to finish essential leader training in a single term, and Youth Leadership 
Courses every term. Please click and share this link to view the live calendar so that you can 
see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep up to date with Adventurous Activity events 
and courses as they are added or updated. 
 

Leader Opportunities 
Are you passionate about your section? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes 
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for 
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are 
positions for leaders of the Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections. 
 
In these roles you would: 

1.​ Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders. 
2.​ Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders. 
3.​ Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant 

Section. 
4.​ Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant 

Section. 

Please send your expressions of interest to Andy Butt, ACC Training and Development 
(andy.butt@scoutsact.com.au) explaining you would like to take on the Branch Training 
Advisor role and your ideas for the Section. 
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Learning Management System Update 
The Learning Management System is now live - see where you are in your training journey 
when you log into training.scouts.com.au. Group Leaders now have access to a dashboard 
to see where their whole team is at! - Initial bugs have been resolved and the dashboard 
should now display (mostly) correctly. 
 

Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities 
●​ #466 - Four Wheel Driving for Guides and Assistant Guides - 15-16 February 
●​ #504 - Safe/Trained Participant Canoe - Flat Undemanding  - 15-16 February 
●​ Survival Snippet - Knife Skills - 0900-1400 15 February 
●​ #499 - Pioneering Trained Participant course - 22 February 
●​ #471 - Scouting Essentials - 15-16 March 
●​ #474 - Cub Scout Leadership Course - 15 March 
●​ #475 - Scout and Venturer Scout Leadership Course 15-16 March 
●​ #506 - Trained Participant 4WD - 15-16 March 
●​ #498 - Pioneering Trained Participant course - 16 March 
●​ #513 - First Aid - 22 March 
●​ #514 - First Aid - 23 March 
●​ #476 - Scouting Adventure 

 
Courses are filling fast - click here to register, as applications for all the courses are closing 
soon! 
 

Upcoming Canoe Training 
Russ Miller, Brand Activity Leader - Water 
 
Greetings, the Water Team is announcing their next Trained Participant Canoe training 
weekend. It will be held on 15-16 February at their facility at Grevillea Park. 
 
The training starts at 8:00AM on Saturday until 4:00PM and Sunday from 8:00AM to 
3:00PM. There is a 2-hour online theory session (the week before the training) which helps 
with your workbooks. 
 
You will need the following items for the weekend. 

●​ Water bottle 
●​ Hat with a brim and tie on 
●​ Enclosed shoes 
●​ Clothing that can get wet (cotton/wool is not suggested) 
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●​ Sunscreen 
●​ Snacks 
●​ Lunch 
●​ Ability to swim 50 meters with a PFD. 

 
You can register through the ACT Scout Training Portal web page. If you have any 
questions, you can contact Russ Miller on 0416115156 or water@scoutsact.com.au  
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