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2. As a spin-off from Birralee Scout Group we have begun looking at the establishment of
a third Scout Group within the Aunty Agnes Shea High School in Taylor, and

3. Jayne Murray with the support of Garth Jurd, Well Station, Diamantina and Mt Rogers
Scout Groups is looking to reopen -Crowajingalong Scout Group in Evatt by the middle
of the year.

4. As you may have seen earlier in the month Geoff Sheehan and | met with Taimus
Werner-Gibbings MLA about growing Scouting in the Tuggeranong Valley. We are
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looking at ways to better promote scouting to local community groups with Geoff
focused particularly on working with Mulga and Fadden Pines Scout Groups. As an
aside well done to Geoff and Mulga Scout Group for again providing car parking

services at this year’s Canberra Show.

Secondly, as you would all have started to receive your fee invoices for this year, | wanted
to provide some background on what | am sure is a shock for many. Over the past several
years, Scouts ACT has experienced significant increases in our public liability and Industrial
Special Risks / property (ISR) insurance premiums. This is the insurance that we need to run
the Scout Program - everything from holding weekly meetings in our halls, to Bunnings
sausage sizzles to hiking, camping, abseiling and caving. Insurance is now one of our
largest expenses, comprising 25% of our operational budget in both 2024 and 2025.

This is what is driving fee increases and while we have made provision within the Scout
Fund to support as many young people as possible staying in Scouts, this situation is
unsustainable in the long term. Added to the fee increase is the constant demand from
insurers for us to provide detailed explanations of why we deliver the Scout Program the
way we do; what is the level of training we provide to our leaders; what explicitly are our

risk management policies for each and every activity and so on.

Against this background, we were very pleased to be invited to make a submission to the
ACT Government's Standing Committee on Economics, Industry and Recreation invited
Scouts ACT Inquiry into insurance costs in the ACT. The inquiry, which commenced on 23

January 2025, is considering topics including:

e the rising costs of insurance premiums, especially for small businesses and
community organisations;
e the differences in insurance costs in the ACT compared to other jurisdictions; and

e the impact of climate change on insurance costs and availability.

The inquiry’s full terms of reference are available on the Legislative Assembly webpage.

We look forward to the outcomes from the Inquiry. Our submission highlights the need for
change and for the Government to consider a similar scheme that operates in Victoria,
which has resulted in significant savings in premiums for Scouts Victoria.

| will keep you advised on developments.

In the meantime, happy scouting and | look forward to meeting as many of you as | can at
Cottershield, the Youth Leadership Courses or any of the other great activities we have

planned for this month.


https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/economics,-industry-and-recreation/inquiry-into-insurance-costs-in-the-act/_nocache#tab2780181-1id

Volunteer Leadership Role: Chief Commissioner
of Scouts ACT

Adam Sheppard, Branch Executive Committee

With the term of the current Scouts ACT Chief Commissioner concluding on 30 June 2025,
Scouts ACT is on the lookout for a dynamic and inspiring leader to take on this pivotal role.
This senior voluntary position carries significant responsibilities and presents a unique
opportunity to shape the future of Scouting in the ACT.

If you'd like to know more, please email bec.recruitment@scoutsact.com.au for a copy of the
position description. Applications close 5:00PM on Monday, 24 March 2025.

Volunteering Survey

Daniel Bartlett, Deputy Chief Commissioner

The Scouts Australia Strategic Plan includes a focus on

volunteering and volunteering models. We are very keen
to listen to our members and their families and
continually improve how we offer Scouting.

Scouts Australia has commissioned McCrindle, an
independent research organisation, to conduct research
to understand the current experience of Scouts
stakeholders in relation to volunteering and aims to

gather feedback on a proposed new model.

Volunteers, parents and staff are invited to complete this 10-minute survey Volunteering
Model Research to support this research. Additional information about this research project

is available in the Scouts Australia news 2025 Volunteering model research.
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Youth Empowerment

Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment

Applications are open for young people aged 12-24 to
join the Office for Youth's Youth Steering Committee.
Joining the Youth Steering Committee is an opportunity to
work with the Minister for Youth and the Australian
Government to deliver Engage! A strategy to include

young people in the decisions we make.

For more information or to apply visit

https://www.youth.gov.au/office-youth/get-involved

Branch Scout Council update

e Do you have ideas for fun new Scout events?

e Do you want to develop your leadership,
teamwork and communication skills?

e Do you want to make new friends from other
Units?

e Do you want to represent Scouts and make sure

their voices are heard?

If you answered yes, join the Branch Scout Council
Executive in 2025!

Elections for the 2024-25 BSC executive will be held at

Cotter Shield on 4-6 April 2025. The BSC Executive is a team of Scouts (aged 11-14) who
work to support Scout Units in the ACT to deliver a youth program for Scouts that is
adventurous, fun, challenging and inclusive.

The BSC is seeking Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and up to three Executives to serve for the
next 12 months. Check out the BSC website for more information about the BSC.

Scouts who aren’t attending Cotter Shield but would like to nominate should contact Jay

Reid, Branch Commission Youth Empowerment.
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Branch Rover Council update
Jacinta Tarlinton, BRC Engagement Officer

If you are a Venturer or you know a Venturer
that has just aged out and is looking for a
Rover Unit to join, but still not too sure which
one to choose from, then Rover Day is for
you! This invitation is also open to current

Rovers.

Rover Day (or Rover Night) is about

engaging and connecting with our fellow

Rovers in meaningful ways and building

conversations. One of our ACT Rover Units,

Erindale Rover Unit will be hosting activities to showcase what Rovers do and reasons why

you should join the wider community of ACT Rovers:

e Cooking Making - Monday 24 March, at the Wanniassa Scout Hall

For more information or to register, visit:
https:/forms.gle/szzJ| PY3iKQuEict9

At our Rover Days, we will be representing
ACT Rovers as a community, so even if our
Erindale Rover Unit isn't for you, come and
chat to us about other Rover Units that may

be more suitable for you.
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Peak Awards

Lianne Halling, Branch Commissioner Milestones & Peak Awards

Congratulations to the following awardees who completed their award in the past month.
All Peak Award Notifications can be submitted via Operoo. An email will be received once
the form has been approved.: https://tinyurl.com/ScoutsACTPeakAwards

Joey Scout Challenge Award

Nicholas Blackwell Mt Rogers

Tanvi Bollampally Birralee

Eadie Bennett Birralee

William Butler Southwell
Lachlan Conn Lake Ginninderra
Astrid Hummelshoj Lake Ginninderra
Isla Beath Lake Ginninderra

Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award

Isabelle Preston Lake Ginninderra
Mason Lam Lake Tuggeranong
Kai Mitchell Lake Tuggeranong
Eli Bowyer Lake Ginninderra
Simone West Les Explorateurs
Carl Macgregor Mt Rogers

Nina Hummelshoj Lake Ginninderra
Sahandi De Silva Majura

Australian Scout Award

Clovis Rousseau Les Explorateurs

King’s Scout Award

Charlie Bursle Garran
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International Opportunities

Georgia Elliott, Branch International Commissioner
Join Australia's Contingent to the next World Scout Jamboree: Poland 2027!

We're excited to launch Australia’s Contingent to
the 26th World Scout Jamboree, happening in
Gdansk, Poland, in 2027!

Join us for the largest Scouting event in the world,
bringing together 40,000 Scouts for adventure,
cultural exchange, and lifelong friendships. Youth
Participants, Line Leaders, and IST members are
all welcome, with flexible attendance options to

suit your style.

Explore Poland on a pre-tour, dive straight into the action at the Jamboree, or wrap it all up
with a European adventure on a post-tour. You can even do it all with our Jamboree
Ultimate package!

Help us represent ACT on the world stage! Want to learn more?

Head to poland2027.au to:

e Explore the different ways to attend as part of the Australian Contingent
o Check out the eligibility criteria and program overview

e Register your interest to get first dibs on updates and key dates

Badge of the Month: Dialogue for Peace

The Dialogue for Peace programme invites scouts to discover how
they can incorporate dialogue into their everyday lives. With the help
of the activities in the Dialogue for Peace guidelines, Scouts can be
empowered with the skills and competencies that enable them to
actively participate in the decision making and resolution of

community issues for a sustainable development. Find out more here.
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Upcoming Events

Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events

Northside Mob Riot

Judith Ascione, Organising Team

The Northside Mob Riot is on Wednesday 12 March at
Diddums Close. Arrive at 5:15PM for a 5:30PM start. It
ends at 7:00PM. Cost is $5. The theme is Bugs and Bees
so send your Joeys names to me at

judith.ascione@gmail.com so | can put them into Operoo

for an invitation. We look forward to having a really fun

afternoon.

Cotter Shield
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment

Registrations for Cotter Shield are now open!

Cotter Shield is an annual Patrol competition camp where
Patrols of Scouts compete in a series of activity bases
across the weekend that test their leadership, teamwork,
communication and Scouting skills. Cotter Shield will be
held the weekend of 4-6 April 2025 at Camp
Cottermouth.

This theme this year is the Scout Olympics. The Branch Scout Council has been working

hard over the last six months to plan a fantastic youth-led event.

Please register your Unit (one registration per Unit) to be added to the Operoo form:
https://forms.ale/4bYfIxf7i2bBkRS29 If you have any updates to your Unit (e.g. adding
new members), please complete another form listing any updates. Registrations will close
27 March 2025.
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NSW Scout Hike
Daniel Bartlett, Deputy Chief Commissioner

Organised by the Sydney North Region in Scouts NSW,
Scout Hike challanges Scouts and Leaders to exciting
activities with some light hiking in a State Forest within
the Southern Highlands. The event will occur from

2-4 May 2025.

Registrations are now open and close on the

6 April 2025, if you would like to go read the information

on the Scoue Hike website and discuss with your Scout

Leaders https://sydneynorthscouts.com/sections/scouts/scouthike/

Leader, Rovers and Venturers: Sydney North region scouts would like to partner with ACT
Leaders and Rovers to run bases and provide support for the sleep points. Information can

be found Scout Hike website or by emailing Daniel Bartlett.

ACT Hoporee
Corey Coppin, Hoporee Camp Director

Hoporee will be held on 4-6 October 2025. If you are
interested in assisting in the planning of the event, please

contact Corey at corey.coppin@scouts.com.au

Pathways Branch Cub Camp

Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team

The Pathways Branch Cub Camp has been rescheduled to

14-16 November 2025. This Group-based camp will

gather ACT and NSW cubs and guides at the P THW S
Cottermouth for a weekend of activity and fun. We don't

have a website yet, but we will soon.
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Training

Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development

New Mandatory Module

The new mandatory module “Adult Code of Conduct” is now live in the learning
management system at training.scouts.com.au. It is around 10 minutes long, has an all new

presenter and is a great way to renew your commitment to doing Scouting the right way!

Get your Wood Badge in 2025

2025 is the year for you to complete your Leader training. Earn your Wood Badge, wear
your beads with pride and be invested into the 1st Gilwell Scout Group. The Scouting
Leadership Course (the face-to-face component) is scheduled for 21-22 June 2025 so get
your on-demand training out of the way and enrol early. We already have one patrol
enrolled! Enrol now and don’t miss out - all Leaders in Charge need to complete this
training (Oh and it is a great course).

If I can fill the June course | will run another in Term 4 for those of you who are not yet

ready to embrace the wonder of winter at Cottermouth.

2025 Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar

Every Course and activity for 2025 can be found in one place! Please click and share this
link to view the live calendar so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep
up to date with Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated.

Leader Opportunities

Are you passionate about your section? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are

positions for leaders of the Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections.

In these roles you would:
1. Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders.
2. Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders.
3. Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant
Section.
4. Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant
Section.
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Please send your expressions of interest to Andy Butt, ACC Training and Development

(andy.butt@scoutsact.com.au) explaining you would like to take on the Branch Training

Advisor role and your ideas for the Section.

Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities

#474 - Cub Scout Leadership Course - 15 March
#475 - Scout and Venturer Scout Leadership Course 15-16 March
#506 - Trained Participant 4WD - 15-16 March
#498 - Pioneering Trained Participant course - 16 March
#513 - First Aid - 22 March
#514 - First Aid - 23 March
#476 - Scouting Adventure - 29 March
#502 - Pioneering for Guides and Assistant Guides - 20 April
#487 - Wilderness First Aid - 03 May
#507 - Four Wheel Driving Basic Trailer Skills - 03 May
#477 - HYBRID Scouting Essentials Course (2 online sessions 1 day Face to face)
o 04 May 1900-2200
o 18 May 1900-2200
o 24 May 0830-1700

Courses are filling fast - click here to reqgister, as applications for all the courses are closing

soon!

National News

The latest issue of National News is out, including:

AJ2025 - The Quest Of A Lifetime!

New Scouts Australia Code of Conduct

World Glacier Day

Help Us Shape The Future of Scouting

LifeLeaders — A Scouts for Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Initiative
2025 Resilient Youth Australia Survey

Expressions of Interest: National Coordinator NextGen Network
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