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Chief’s Update 
Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner  

Hello Everyone 

Welcome to our April 2025 Branch 
Newsletter.  

As Chief Commissioner, it is always a 
pleasure to welcome new members into 
Scouting. On Sunday 6 April I was able to 
attend the Kama Scout Group Pop Up 
Restaurant and participate in investing six 
new cubs into the group. They also let me 
know that Kama is again planning one of 
their “super awesome” adventures, this 
time camping in the snow.  

You will remember that in the last 
newsletter, we celebrated the launch of a 
new Joey unit at Amaroo Scout Group. 
Last month they had 8 Joeys; this month 
it is fifteen Joeys with a waiting list.  

Also in the last newsletter, I mentioned that a number of us had met with Taimus 
Werner-Gibbings MLA to discuss Scouting in the Tuggeranong Valley. Following up from 
the meeting, Taimus let me know that he had secured a $1000 donation to each of the four 
Groups in the valley to purchase new equipment.  

It was also good to see that Cotter Shield was back. Cotter Shield is a camp where patrols 
compete to earn the Cotter Shield,  the Cotter Stick or the Golden Peg (best campsite). 
Congratulations to Mt Mugga for winning the Shield and to Mt Rogers for winning the Stick. 
I was able to spend the Saturday on-site and help judge the ‘Golden Peg’ award, which 
went to Garran Scout Group. A special mention should also go to Perry from Mt Mugga, 
who was assessed as the best Patrol Leader in camp. Well done.  

Well done to ACT Rovers who have again participated in the 24-hour ACT Cancer Council 
Relay for Life. Fantastic effort.    
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On a much more somber note, on 28 March devastating earthquakes struck Myanmar and 
Thailand, causing widespread damage and significant loss of life. Scouts Australia has 
joined the World Organisation of the Scout Movement (WOSM) to issue a global appeal for 
funds to help Scouts in both countries rebuild their lives.  

In Australia, this support is taking the form of a special commemorative blanket badge that 
your Group can order from the Scout Shop. To learn more about the badge and turn your 
support into action by creating a Special Interest Area (SIA) Project  Support Scouts in 
Myanmar and Thailand. 

Finally, if you are planning on attending a Dawn Service but are worried about the crowds 
at the Australian War Memorial, Mulga and Lake Tuggeranong Scout Groups are again 
holding their own service at the Lake Tuggeranong Scout Hall, Mortimer Lewis Drive, 
Tuggeranong from 5am. I attended last year’s service and apart from holding our own 
reflection in a very peaceful setting, watching the sun slowly illuminate Mt Urambi, we 
were also able to view the National Dawn Service on large screens. Well done to Susan 
Mitchell Roberts and the team for again organising this great event.  
 
Happy and Safe Scouting everyone.  
 
 

Youth Program 
Shaylah McClymont, Assistant Chief Commissioner Program 

 
New Adventurous Journey Badge  
We’re excited to unveil the Adventurous Journey badge, to be presented to youth members 
who plan and lead an Adventurous Journey! There are different coloured badges for each 
age section, now available from The Scout Shop. 
 
In Scouts, we use badges to recognise personal progression through the Achievement 
Pathways. The Adventurous Journey is part of the peak award in each section, but this 
doesn’t mean only those Scouts undertaking their peak award can lead an Adventurous 
Journey. Now, any Scout who plans and leads an Adventurous Journey will have a physical 
representation of their achievement (as well as the amazing memories they make along the 
way!) 
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This badge was previously used for Unit Management Courses. The leadership or personal 
development courses youth members complete will be recognised by the Personal 
Development badge going forward. 
 
Scouts who attend an Adventurous Journey, but aren’t the lead, can be recognised for their 
participation towards their Milestones and may have developed in the Outdoor Adventure 
Skills as well. 

 
 
Gang Show 2025 
Congratulations to Emma Burr who has been nominated to take on the appointment as 
Assistant Branch Commissioner Gang Show.  At the completion of Gang Show 2025, Emma 
will then take on the role as Branch Commissioner/Producer. 
 
Gang Show 2025 - The Race to Space, is about two groups of Scouts and Guides who go 
on a trip around the solar system in a race of a lifetime.  Travelling past the Moon and Mars 
and the asteroid belt, the two teams need to work together and learn the value of 
friendship in order to return to Earth safely. 
 
The show will be performed at the Erindale Theatre with 5 performances from 9 - 12 July 
2025.  Tickets will be available soon.  We have the largest cast in several years with 65 
Scouts and Guides on stage.  So please come along and support your fellow Scouts. 
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Youth Empowerment 
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth 
Empowerment 
 
Passionate about youth empowerment & mental 
health? LifeChanger is looking for youth aged 
13-21 to join the LifeChanger's Youth Advisory 
Council (YAC), a chance to amplify youth voices, 
drive change, and shape the future. 
 
Click here for more information or to apply. 
Application closes 18 April. 
 
 
 

Branch Rover Council update 
Jacinta Tarlinton, BRC Engagement Officer 
 
Join us for this creative and fun afternoon with 
fellow ACT Venturers & Rovers. All ACT 
Venturers & Rovers are welcomed! Parents, 
Families and Leaders are welcome to join this 
event too, either for the whole day or just for the 
vibes. This event is a combination of two amazing 
activities. Capture the Flag for the active 
participants and Paint & Tea for the relaxing and 
chill approach.  
 
Date: Saturday 12 April 2025 
Time: 2pm arrival. 2:30pm - 3pm start of game. 
Pick up anytime after 6pm. Venturers can communicate with leaders/ parents about pick up.  
Location: Weston Park, Canberra, ACT. A park close to the Lake Burley Griffin Sea Scouts 
Hall. If it rains on the day, we will host the event at Lake Burley Griffin Sea Scouts Hall.  
 
Operoo Event Forms are now available. Please keep an eye out for more event information 
to come.   
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Peak Awards 
Lianne Halling, Branch Commissioner Milestones & Peak Awards 
 
Congratulations to the following awardees who completed 
their award in the past month. All Peak Award Notifications 
can be submitted via Operoo. An email will be received once 
the form has been approved.: 
https://tinyurl.com/ScoutsACTPeakAwards 
 
Joey Scout Challenge Award 

Ryan Burt Southwell 

 
Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award 

Eligh Geppert Lake Ginninderra 

Hunter Levi Trustum Well Station 

 
Australian Scout Award 

Delia Griffiths Mt Taylor 

Alfred Ashmore Lake Ginninderra 

Finn Milczarek Lake Ginninderra 

 
 

International Opportunities 
Georgia Elliott, Branch International Commissioner 

ACT Rovers hopping over to NZ for Easter!  

This month we wish the three ACT Rovers who are attending New 
Zealand ‘Whale of a Moot’ a fantastic trip! They will be heading to 
Kaikoura on the South Island of New Zealand over the Easter long 
weekend. We look forward to sharing their stories on their return.  
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Join Australia's Contingent to the next World Scout Jamboree: Poland 2027! 

We’re excited to launch Australia’s Contingent to the 26th World Scout Jamboree, 
happening in Gdańsk, Poland, in 2027! 

Join us for the largest Scouting event in the world, bringing together 40,000 Scouts for 
adventure, cultural exchange, and lifelong friendships. Youth Participants, Line Leaders, and 
IST members are all welcome, with flexible 
attendance options to suit your style. 

Explore Poland on a pre-tour, dive straight 
into the action at the Jamboree, or wrap it all 
up with a European adventure on a post-tour. 
You can even do it all with our Jamboree 
Ultimate package! 

Help us represent ACT on the world stage! 
Want to learn more? 

Head to poland2027.au to: 

●​ Explore the different ways to attend as part of the Australian Contingent 
●​ Check out the eligibility criteria and program overview 
●​ Register your interest to get first dibs on updates and key dates 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events 
 
 

ACT Hoporee  
Corey Coppin, Hoporee Camp Director  
 
Hoporee will be held on 4-6 October 2025. If you are 
interested in assisting in the planning of the event, please 
contact Corey at corey.coppin@scouts.com.au 
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Pathways Branch Cub Camp 
Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising  Team 
 
The Pathways Branch Cub Camp has been rescheduled to 
14-16 November 2025. This Group-based camp will 
gather ACT and NSW cubs and guides at the 
Cottermouth for a weekend of activity and fun. We don't 
have a website yet, but we will soon. 
 
 

Water Activities Update 
Russ Miller, Branch Activity Leader Paddling 
 
Scouts ACT has a Branch Water Activities Centre (BWAC) that operates out of their 
base at Grevillea Park on Menindee Drive, Russell (west of the Boatshed Restaurant in 
a facility shared with the Canberra Rowing Club). The facility is available all year. 
We share with the Broulee Surf Lifesaving Club – they have one half, divided down 
the long axis, we have the other half. Their half is closest to the lake, ours is closest to 
the road. Please take care when moving around in the shed. 
 
Preference goes to groups that can bring their own water-qualified leader (Trained 
Participant), but we can also try and connect you with a water-qualified Scout 
Appointed Guide. Information on how to book is a bit further down the page. 
 
There are a number of activities you could consider: 

●​ Evening Canoeing - Great for all ages and beginners 
●​ Canoe Expeditions - Great for Scouts, Venturers and Rovers 
●​ Canoes at a standing Camp - Great for group Camps 

 
Please note there are no public toilets at this location. 
 
A tap is available inside the facility, on the left as you enter. If lake water quality is a 
concern, the tap and hose should be used to rinse lake water off participants and 
canoes before returning them to their respective trailers. Please refer to the Swim 
guide app for water quality, it is updated weekly on Thursdays. 
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Evening Canoeing Fees: 

●​ Participants: $16 per youth member. (Due to ongoing maintenance, we have had to 
raise the costs) 

●​ Parents, leaders, and adult helpers are free. 
●​ Preferred Method of payment: 

○​ Invoice – Scouts ACT AA will invoice, via an Operoo form, on the night of the 
event following your advice of the number of youth members who 
participated. 

●​ Cash – will not be collected on the night by water team members. 
 
 

Training 
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development 
 

Plan your training 
Your IAVP is a great place to get your initial training planned. Fill it out in conjunction with 
the training calendar and your training goals will become so much more attainable. Some 
things to remember: 

●​ Course enrollments close 2 weeks before the course (this is so we can plan our 
training, organise accommodation, menus etc.) 

●​ Pre-requisite On-Demand Modules MUST be completed before you can enrol in the 
course. (I.e., more than 2 weeks before the course.) 

●​ Don’t leave it until the last minute - the learning management system where you do 
your On-Demand modules synchs with extranet overnight and you will not be able 
to enrol until extranet has recorded your module completion.  

●​ We need a minimum of 12 people to run most courses. Our volunteer training team 
give up their time to run these courses and having more trainers than participants 
feels wasteful. Most importantly, we try to use the Scout Method in all of our 
training, so two patrols of six people is the minimum number of attendees we need 
to have to make this work effectively 

 
Get your Wood Badge in 2025 
2025 is the year for you to complete your Leader training. Earn your Wood Badge, wear 
your beads with pride and be invested into the 1st Gilwell Scout Group. The Scouting 
Leadership Course (the face-to-face component) is scheduled for 21-22 June 2025 so get 
your on-demand training out of the way and enrol early.  
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We already have one patrol enrolled! Enrol now and don’t miss out - all Leaders in Charge 
need to complete this training (Oh and it is a great course). 
 
 

2025 Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar 
Every Course and activity for 2025 can be found in one place! Please click and share this 
link to view the live calendar so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep 
up to date with Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated. 
 

Leader Opportunities 
Are you passionate about your section? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes 
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for 
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are 
positions for leaders of the Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections. 
 
In these roles you would: 

1.​ Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders. 
2.​ Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders. 
3.​ Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant 

Section. 
4.​ Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant 

Section. 

Please send your expressions of interest to Andy Butt, ACC Training and Development 
(andy.butt@scoutsact.com.au) explaining you would like to take on the Branch Training 
Advisor role and your ideas for the Section. 

 

Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities 
●​ #502 - Pioneering for Guides and Assistant Guides - 20 April 
●​ #487 - Wilderness First Aid - Likely to be moved due to election to 24-25 May or 

the following weekend - watch this space (and the calendar linked above) for more 
●​ #527 - Survival Snippet - Navigation, Weather and Signalling - 26 April 
●​ #507 - Four Wheel Driving Basic Trailer Skills - 03 May 
●​ #477 - HYBRID Scouting Essentials Course (2 online sessions 1 day Face to face) 

○​ Sun 04 May 1900-2200 
○​ Sun 18 May 1900-2200 
○​ Sat 24 May 0830-1700 

●​ #495 - SP/TP Road & Mountain Biking Course 10-11 May 
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●​ Bushwalking Skills Weekend 10-11 May 
●​ #528 - Survival Snippet - Basic Knife Craft - 17 May  
●​ #478 - Youth Leadership Cub Scouts - 24 May 
●​ #479 - Youth Leadership Scouts and Venturer Scouts - 24-25 May 
●​ #470 - National Project & Event Management Leadership Course - 24-25 May 
●​ #517 - Youth Mental Health First Aid Refresher - 08 June 

 
Courses are filling fast - click here to register, as applications for all the courses are closing 
soon! 
 
 

National News 
The latest issue of National News is out, including: 

●​ Introducing the Adventurous Journey badge 
●​ International Scouting Events 2026 
●​ Lord Baden-Powell Society Jamboree appeal 
●​ Join SAIT as an Assessor – Make an Impact Today! 
●​ Scouts Australia is launching LifeLeaders 
●​ International Women’s Day 2025 
●​ ANZAC Day Badge 
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