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Chief’s Update 
Daniel Bartlett, acting Chief 
Commissioner  
 
On 15 April, almost exactly a year after 
the Governor General’s camp, 
representatives from all sections met and 
invested Her Excellency Sam Mostyn AC 
as Chief Scout of Australia. The ceremony 
was run completely and with great 
Scouting spirit by our youth members. 
Once all the formalities were completed 
and Government House’s finest sausage 
rolls were consumed, she joined a group 
of Scouts playing Joey Joey Cub on the 
lawns, received a HOP, WOLF and 
BRAVOOO and joined us for a TAR in 
thanks. 
 
Mulga and Lake Tuggeranong Scouts 
joined together in organising an Anzac Day dawn 
service on the shores of Lake Tuggeranong. David 
Smith MP, and local MLAs Taimus 
Werner-Gibbings Deborah Morris and Laura Nuttal 
attended and expressed their thanks for hosting 
such a truly moving event. 
 
The Survival Team continues to go from strength 
to strength, with Scouts learning to start fires with 
a bow drill at Cotter Shield. Their survival snippets 
continue to be very popular with an upcoming morning of knifecraft at Mt Stromlo Hall on 
Saturday 17 May. 
 
Scouts have also been on the front page of the Canberra Times on 17 April, highlighting 
the ongoing pressures we and other volunteer organisations are under due to massively 
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escalating insurance costs. I’ve separately heard these escalating costs are impacting all 
kinds of businesses across the ACT in bizarre and worrisome ways.  
 
We had a great response to our volunteering survey over March and April, with almost one 
in five volunteers completing the survey. Once the responses have been collated, we will be 
running targeted focus groups across the Branch. If you want to be involved, please contact 
me at daniel.bartlett@scoutsact.com.au. This will have a real impact on our volunteering 
model moving forward. 
 
Our Annual General Council Meeting is coming up on Thursday 29 May, at 7.30pm in 
person at the Scouts ACT Branch Office, 89 Kitchener St, Garran. Nominations are invited 
for the election of Branch Executive Committee members. Please contact the Branch Office 
for a nomination form. 
 
As we move into the colder months, our Scouting program tends to change to more indoor 
activities, but six hardy groups are getting together to plan a cross-country ski trip. So 
what’s on your winter adventure bucket list, and how will you fill it? Let me know because 
I’d love to share your inspirations. 
 
 

Have your voice heard at the United Nations 
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment 
 
Want to influence Australia’s engagement with the United 
Nations? The Branch Scout Council and Branch Venturer 
Council are inviting Scouts, Venturers and Rovers to join 
them on Monday 5 May to meet Satara Uthayakumaran, 
the Australian Youth Representative to the UN. 
 
Satara wants to hear from youth and young adult 
members aged 12-25 about their hopes, challenges and 
perspectives on current domestic and international issues and opportunities to inform her 
work at the UN. All Scout, Venturer and Rover Units are encouraged to send 
representatives to contribute to the discussion. Join us from 7:00PM at the Branch Office in 
Garran, free pizza provided. 
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Audrey Fagan Enrichment Grant Program 
 
This grant provides girls, young women, non-binary and gender diverse young people from 
12 to 18 years old with a grant of up to $2,000 towards a project that will help them 
achieve their goals. Applications close 3 July 2025. For more information or to apply, visit 
https://www.act.gov.au/money-and-tax/grants-funding-and-incentives/funding-for-girls,-no
n-binary-and-gender-diverse-young-people-to-achieve-their-goals  
 
 

Youth Empowerment 
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment 
 
The ACT Children and Young People 
Commissioner is seeking young people aged 14 to 
24 years old who live, attend school, play, or work 
in the ACT and are passionate about human rights 
to join their Young Influencer Network. 
 
The Network is a diverse group of young people 
who help the CYPC by: 

●​ Supporting research and consultations 
●​ Telling the government what needs to be done to make the ACT better for kids, 

teens and young people. 
●​ Influencing what issues the CYPC works on and the decisions it makes 
●​ Supporting other organisations to listen to your ideas 

 
For more information or to apply, visit: 
https://www.hrc.act.gov.au/childrenyoungpeople/do-you-have-something-to-tell-the-comm
issioner/young-influencer-network  
 

Branch Scout Council update 
Congratulations to the new BSC executives who were 
elected at Cotter Shield in April. This team of Scouts from 
across the Branch will work together to unite, support and 
represent local Scout Units and organise fantastic 
youth-led events. Join us at the next BSC meeting on 
Monday 5 May at the Branch Office in Garran. 
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Upcoming Events 
Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events 
 
 

ACT Hoporee  
Corey Coppin, Hoporee Camp Director  
 
Hoporee will be held on 4-6 October 2025. If you are 
interested in assisting in the planning of the event, please 
contact Corey at corey.coppin@scouts.com.au 
 
 

Pathways Branch Cub Camp 
Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team 
 
The Pathways Branch Cub Camp has been rescheduled to 
14-16 November 2025. This Group-based camp will 
gather ACT and NSW cubs and guides at the 
Cottermouth for a weekend of activity and fun. We don't 
have a website yet, but we will soon. 
 
 

National News 
The latest issue of National News is out, including: 

●​ Scouts Australia Welcomes New Chief Scout 
●​ Updated Policy and Rules Available Now 
●​ National Adviser Opportunities 
●​ WOSM Annual Report 2023-24 
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Training 
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development 
 

Get your Wood Badge in 2025 
2025 is the year for you to complete your Leader training. Earn your Wood Badge, wear 
your beads with pride and be invested into the 1st Gilwell Scout Group. The Scouting 
Leadership Course (the face-to-face component) is scheduled for 21-22 June 2025 so get 
your on-demand training out of the way and enrol early.  
 
We already have almost 2 patrols enrolled! Enrol now and don’t miss out - all Leaders in 
Charge need to complete this training (Oh and it is a great course). 
 

2025 Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar 
Every Course and activity for 2025 can be found in one place! Please click and share this 
link to view the live calendar so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep 
up to date with Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated. 
 

Leader Opportunities 
Are you passionate about your section? Want to organise the next Mindari or section 
equivalent, or maybe create something new? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes 
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for 
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are 
positions for leaders of the Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections. 
 
In these roles you would: 

1.​ Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders. 
2.​ Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders. 
3.​ Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant 

Section. 
4.​ Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant 

Section. 

Please send your expressions of interest to Andy Butt, ACC Training and Development 
(andy.butt@scoutsact.com.au) explaining you would like to take on the Branch Training 
Advisor role and your ideas for the Section. 
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Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities 
●​ Bushwalking Skills Weekend 10-11 May 
●​ #528 - Survival Snippet - Basic Knife Craft - 17 May  
●​ #478 - Youth Leadership Cub Scouts - 25 May - NOW on SUNDAY! 
●​ #479 - Youth Leadership Scouts and Venturer Scouts - 24-25 May 
●​ #487 - Wilderness First Aid - 24 - 25 May 
●​ #535 - Radio - Foundation Level - 31 May - 1 June 
●​ #517 - Youth Mental Health First Aid Refresher - 08 June 
●​ #480 - Scouting Adventure - 14 - 15 June 
●​ #500 - Pioneering - Trained Participant Course - 14 June 
●​ #529 - Survival Snippet - Fire Craft - 21 June 
●​ #481 - Scouting Leadership - 21 - 22 June - Enrolments Close 07 June 
●​ #482 - Scouting Management - 28-29 June 

 
Courses are filling fast - click here to register, as applications for all the courses are closing 
soon! 
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