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Chief’s Update
Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner

Hello everyone, and welcome to the
September Branch Newsletter.

While many of you attended last
weekend's Adult Recognition Awards I
wanted again to congratulate all the
recipients this year. While none of us join
Scouts for the awards, it is great that we
can take time to recognise the selflessness,
commitment and service of our volunteers.
For those of you who were not able to
attend this year, we not only recognised
Leaders, but also our adult supporters who
are just as important as leaders in working
on our Branch Committees, as ‘kitchen
captain’, prop makers and designers for
Gang Show, quartermasters managing our
gear and equipment or the membership officer who keeps the records up to date. For the
first time we also recognised a Leader with Girl Guides for their support at Cuborees and
other Scout events.

At the event we also inducted two new life members into Scouts ACT - Leon Tannahill and
Peter Stevenson. Leon holds membership number 1 in the Branch and has been involved
with Scouts for over 70 years. Peter is a much newer recruit, having only been a member
for over 50 years. Like most of us they became leaders not for the awards or the recognition
but because they wanted to continue their Scout journey and support young people. Well
done and congratulations to Leon and Peter.

One of the major issues facing our society today is the rising cost of living. Scouts is not
immune to this and I am aware that many parents are finding it difficult to keep their
children in the organisation. Therefore I am pleased to announce that with the support of
the ACT Government, Scouts ACT is offering Scholarships to children from disadvantaged
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or underprivileged households to support their participation in Scouts. The $1000
Scholarships will be over 3 years and can be used towards Branch fees, activity costs,
uniforms and other equipment. Scouts ACT will be working with charitable organisations in
Canberra and asking them to identify any young people that they think would benefit from
the Scholarship.

Current members who are facing similar financial difficulties can continue to apply to the
Scout Fund. We have also received generous support from the Lord Baden Powell Society
to support Scouts attending the Australian Jamboree 2025. I am also aware of Groups
offering payment plans. Taken together, money should never be the reason that a young
person has to leave Scouts. If you need support, reach out to your Group Leader or directly
to myself. All applications are treated confidentially.

Speaking of support, I would also like to thank the ACT Government for its generous
donation of $25,000 towards Lake Ginninderra’s purchase of a new safety boat. The Group
has been fund-raising for many years to be able to purchase a new engine, radios and all
the other gear needed. This final donation will now enable them to finally purchase a
secondhand PHIB boat to replace the current boat. I understand the competition is now on
at LGSS on what to name the boat - ‘Scouty McScout Face’ is not an option.

For those of you that have not done so, please take time to have a look at the Camp
Cottermouth Redevelopment Plans. A lot of the ideas and suggestions from the Planning
Day that we held back in February are now in the plan along with a number of other
innovative ideas. This is of course within a framework of putting Camp Cottermouth on
more of a commercial footing to ease the pressure on fees and other costs within the
Branch.

Finally, following a successful trial at Birralee Scout Group, the Duke of Edinburgh program
is now ready to be implemented across the Branch. This is an ‘opt-in’ part of the Scout
Program, with youth members able to complete both programs concurrently. If you are
interested in taking up this option, please speak with your Group Leader.

Happy Scouting Everyone.
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Youth Program
Shaylah McClymont, Assistant Chief Commissioner Program

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we have a vacancy in the Branch Commissioner Events
role. I’m pleased to announce that we are now accepting applications for this role! More
information can be found in the Position Description.

Applications close 6 October 2024.

Youth Engagement
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Engagement

The ABC Trailblazers program is for inspiring young people
aged 18-28 who are dedicated to making regional Australia
even better, including Canberra and the surrounding region.
Whether you're a community leader, social entrepreneur,
advocate, or event organiser, ABC wants to hear from you!

Visit the Trailblazers website for more information. Applications close 15 September 2024.

Branch Scout Council update
Luke, BSC Chair

I hope everyone is doing well and is excited for the
upcoming school holidays.

The BSC has an upcoming meeting on Wednesday 11
September from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, at Fadden Pines Scout
Hall. During this meeting, we'll discuss upcoming events
and hold elections for several Executive member positions.
BSC meetings are a great opportunity to connect with scouts from different units and enjoy
a variety of foods.

We currently have openings for two more Executive Members to join the ACT BSC team.
BSC members participate in meetings where we focus on planning and supporting
upcoming activities and events, such as the wide games night.
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Peak Awards
Lianne Halling, Branch Commissioner Milestones & Peak Awards

Congratulations to the following awardees who have recently completed their award.

Joey Scout Challenge Award

Sarah Taylor Mt Rogers

Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award

Nuhan Palihawandana Birralee

Oliver Nicol-Drummond Southwell

Avidu Gunawardana Southwell

Lucy Collins Mulga

Ayushmaan Iyer Mt Mugga

Alexis Barrett Birralee

Australian Scout Award

Bronwyn Anderson LBG

Banjo Willison Mulga

Charlotte Mckenzie-Kay Mt Taylor

Queen’s Scout Award

Anna Berge Kama

Angus Gill Badimara

Nicholas Brown Badimara

Baden-Powell Scout Award

Emma Croft Bethungra

All Peak Award Notifications can be submitted via Operoo. An email will be received once
the form has been approved. A reminder that the reflection should be completed at the end
of the Peak Award after all other components have been completed:
https://tinyurl.com/ScoutsACTPeakAwards
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International Opportunities
Georgia Elliott, Branch International Commissioner

Applications for World Scout Moot Contingent Close on 21st September!
The Australian Contingent to the World Scout Moot 2025 in
Portugal invites you to be part of an unforgettable journey
filled with friendship, exploration, and endless opportunities
for personal growth. From the 25th of July to the 3rd of August
2025 as part of the contingent you will experience the
wonders of international scouting and cross-cultural exchange
as we look to cross boundaries and meet new people.

To apply to be a member of the Contingent, please complete an application through OLEMS
as below. Applications close at midnight AEST on 21 September 2024.
https://registrations.international.scouts.com.au/login.asp

Further details can be found on the Contingent Website and Social Media Pages.
If you have any questions or you’d like to discuss these opportunities, please email
wsmauscontingent@scouts.com.au.

Why not create your own adventure? Run a Branch Friendship Tour!

A Branch Friendship Tour is members of one group or branch heading
overseas for either service projects, cultural exchanges, camping events
and outdoor adventure activities. Branch Friendship Tours provide an
opportunity for Units to challenge themselves to plan their own
international Scouting experience. The program could include tasks
towards the Outdoor Adventure Skills or a cultural exchange with Scouts
from another country. Your Unit gets to select their own purpose for your Branch Friendship
Tour

Want to know more? Email me (georgia.elliott@scoutsact.com.au) or check out the
International Travel Guide.
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Heritage Matters
Peter Harris OAM, Heritage Team Leader

The Heritage Tea, have been having fun researching the history of Scouts ACT, managing
the Scouting memorabilia that arrives in the Branch Office and best of all, advising on
and facilitating Heritage programs.

In the main conference room of the Branch Office just outside the kitchen there is a tall
white bookcase full of books. These have been set aside for anyone to take and use. There
are multiple songbooks and other books with lots of program ideas. Please help yourself.

How much do you know about your group/crew or formation scarf? The Heritage Team
would love to hear any information you have about the colour choice and their meaning.

Please contact me for more information on how you might incorporate youth-led Heritage
ideas into your Unit program.

Upcoming Events

Joey Scout Campfire 2024
Jessica Kirsopp & Corey Coppin, Activity Organisers

Joey Scout Campfire will be on the 14 September at Lake
Ginninderra Sea Scout Hall.

Grab your camping chair, Joey uniforms and scarves, and a
sense of adventure as we come together for an evening of
fun and friendship. Bring along your favourite snacks and
drinks to enjoy while we make memories under the stars.
Let's show off our best singing voices and share the joy of
Scouting camaraderie!

For more information visit: https://sites.google.com/view/joey-scout-campfire/
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JOTA-JOTI
Rob Fredericksen, Branch Activity Leader Radio

Applications are now open for Units to attend Jamboree
on the Air-Jamboree on the Internet (JOTA-JOTI), the
world's largest Scout event, on 18-20 October at Camp
Cottermouth. For more information or to register visit:
https://www.scoutsact.com.au/jotajoti-2022.html

Joey Jaunt 2024
Judith Ascione, Activity Organiser

Theme: Trip around Australia
Date: 24 November 2024
Arrive: 9.15am
Departure: 2pm
Location: Camp Cottermouth

AJ2025 – 26th Australian Jamboree
Michelle Taylor, Contingent Leader

Applications for AJ2025, the 26th Australian Jamboree
have closed.

If you have any questions, please contact:
● Michelle Taylor (Seahorse)
● AJ2025 Contingent Leader
● M: 0411 283 813
● E: cl.jamboree@scoutsact.com.au

Pathways Branch Cub Camp
Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team

Save the day - Pathways, a brand new Branch Cub Camp, is planned for 28 February -
2 March 2025. Pathways will give Cubs an opportunity to explore the idea that each
individual young person may take various pathways through Scouting and through life.

Please contact Keith and Russell if you would like to get involved in the organising team.
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Cotter Shield 2025
Branch Scout Council

Save the day - the BSC starting to plan for Cotter Shield 2025 on 4-6 April 2025 at Camp
Cottermouth. Cotter Shield is the biggest annual ACT camp for Scout Units, where Patrols
compete against each other in a series of challenges to test their Scouting skills. Contact
the BSC if you would like to get involved in organising the camp.

Hoporee 2025
Corey Coppin, Hoporee Camp Director

Hoporee will be held on the 4-6 October 2025. If you are interested in assisting in the
planning of the event, please contact Corey at corey.coppin@scouts.com.au

National News
The latest issue of National News is out, including:

● Deputy Chief Commissioners of Australia vacancies
● Help shape the future of the Youth Program
● Recognising Youth Program achievements towards Leader Training outcomes
● Report on the 43rd World Scout Conference
● Venturer Scouts adventure through the Grampians Peaks Trail
● Register for the AJ2025 visitor's day
● R U OK? Day - a conversation that can change a life
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Training
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development

Training courses and Adventurous Activities coming up for September & October 2024:
● #432 - Wilderness First Aid - 21-22 September
● Youth Leadership Course - 21-22 September
● #445 - 4WD - Course for Guides and Assistant Guides - 28-29 September
● #463 - Survival School - All Skills 11-13 October
● Cycling - Bike Hike - 11-13 October
● Pioneering ACT (PACT) Camp - 18-20 October - NEW DATES
● Abseiling at Scout Rock - 19 October
● Sailing - Trilakes 1 - 20 October
● #422 - Scouting Management (Hybrid)

○ 20 October (3 hrs Online)
○ 27 October (3 hrs Online)
○ 02 November (1 day Face to Face)

● #417 - Scouting Essentials - 26-27 October
● #444 - Canoeing - Safe / Trained Participant - 26-27 October - NEW DATES
● #446 - Cycling - Safe / Trained Participant - 26-27 October
● Mountain Biking Skills Ride - 27 October
● Scuba - Open Water Pool Sessions - 31 Oct 17:00 - 21:00

Courses are filling fast - click here to register, as applications for all the
courses are closing soon!

Scanning the QR code will reveal a full calendar of all Woodbadge and
Adventurous Activity Events and Training throughout the year.
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