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Raft Regatta 2014

By Brian Martyn (Skip), Scout Program Advisor
After cancellation of the 2013 Raft Regatta, fingers were
crossed that the weather gods and lake conditions would
favour us on Sunday 23rd November. We were not
disappointed with a fantastic mid-thirty degree day, slight
breeze and near perfect water conditions. The new venue
on the foreshores of Lake Ginninderra was also a big
success offering shade to participants and the large crowd
of supporters who had set up gazebos and deck chairs to
watch the race in style.
Although a large number of Scouting activities coincided with this year’s Raft Regatta it was well attended by 12
Troops, including 1st Yass, with 16 patrols participating in the race. After the one hour construction period and
scrutineering by the judges the rafts were launched awaiting the official race start. Racing commenced with a flurry
of paddles, squeals of excitement and laughter as the rafts set out to a buoy mid lake and back to the foreshore.
Unfortunately, the rigors of racing got the better of some lashings as rafts disintegrated with poles and drums soon
drifting on the breeze to be rescued by the on-water safety crews. Other more solidly constructed rafts paddled on
with incredible teamwork to finish the course within 15 minutes.
As for the remainder of the rafts I reflect on ‘The Wind in the
Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame, where Rat says to Mole, “Believe me,
my young friend, there is nothing—absolute nothing—half so much
worth doing as simply messing about in boats. Simply messing." I
am convinced that those patrols took Rat’s advice and may still
have been out on the lake having fun had we not called them in on
the possibility of missing out on the BBQ lunch.
Congratulations to the ‘Dreaded Turkeys’ from Garran Scout Group this year’s winners of ‘George’ the Raft Regatta
Trophy.

From the Chief
I am writing today to thank you for your continued support of Scouting in the ACT and to let you
know of two exciting E learning modules that all members of Scouting in the ACT need to complete as
soon as possible. Perhaps you might find a few minutes over the holiday season to log on to Scout
Central to complete them. Please let your team leader know if you need help in logging in. The first
module deals with child safety and the other with work health and safety.
Keeping our youth members safe has always been our prime concern. Recently at a meeting of the National Scout
Executive Committee it was decided that we needed to further improve our knowledge of child safety procedures
across Australia. To ensure uniformity of training and coverage a new E Learning module has been created, entitled
Child Safe Scouting.

Keeping our halls safe to use and complying with the requirements of Work Health and Safety legislation is
explained very clearly in the new WHS and Scouting E learning module.
Thank you again for your help in resourcing or delivering the Scout program. Next year we start with a new Region
organisation but with the same focus on developing young people. More details coming soon.

Scouts in ACTion

Queen’s Scout and Baden Powell Scout Awards 2014
Congratulations to this years 8 Queen’s Scout, 1 Queen’s Guide and 3 Baden Powell awardees!

Tim Broom
Tim fully participated in the Erindale Venturer Unit’s range of activities both as a unit member and on the
Unit’s Executive. His attendance on the 12th New Zealand Venture in January 2013 saw Tim, 500 Kiwis and
about 300 other Aussies having a ton of fun in the lower South Island of New Zealand. Tim obtained both
levels of the environment badge by counting wildlife numbers for the Night Stalk nationwide annual spotlight
survey of native and feral animals and cleaned up a waste site in preparation for revegetation. Tim has
worked hard to achieve the Queen’s Scout Award and is a thoroughly deserving recipient.
Sam Carter
Sam is an enthusiastic Venturer who welcomed every opportunity in order to achieve the Queen’s Scout
Award. Sam has worked steadily and confidently over the past four year and has undertaken a wide range of
activities. Sam has taken a special interest in Rock Team activities and has honed his skills in caving and
abseiling. He gained competence in the full range of skills and never hesitated in helping others to do the
same. Sam has also developed into an accomplished orator and his Queen’s Scout reports have been both
informative and a source of mirth and fun for the Unit. In working towards the Queen’s Scout Award, Sam
has proven himself a deserving recipient, demonstrating his ability to persevere until he achieves his goals.

Matthew Court
Matt Court’s leadership and Scouting ideals have had significant influence in the development of Birralee
Venturer Unit. His love of adventurous activities has seen Matt develop skills in water, alpine and rock
activities mastering canoe, kayaking, open water scuba, abseiling and caving and canyoning. From rigging a
traverse line to diving off the South Coast, Matt is in his element. In developing his leadership skills Matt
took a leading role on Unit Council with his enthusiasm to run an active program growing the Unit from 6 to
21 members. He has willingly instructed others in scouting skills, led hikes and other activities and is a
member of the ACT rock team as a caving leader. (continues next page)

Highlights of his leadership development have included being nominated Sail Master as part of the STS
Young Endeavour youth crew and participating in the Mawson Scholarship Program. Matt has grown to be
recognised as a leader and highly skilled Scout by all those who know him. In earning his Queen’s Scout
Award his achievement is duly recognised.
Simone Forostenko
Simone did not start out intending to achieve the Queen Scout award however due to her active involvement
in Scouting, school and sport she found herself well on the way before she knew it. To achieve the Queen’s
Scout Award Simone has managed to balance her sport and school commitments and her attraction to
overseas travel to complete an open water scuba diving course, participate in an air activities program and
travel to Vietnam to undertake humanitarian work in an orphanage. Simone also participated in an urban
hike around the Sydney Harbour foreshore, camping on Cockatoo Island. The walk culminated with the
Sydney Harbour Bridge Climb. Another highlight was working in the Q Store for the 2014 Cuboree. The skills
she acquired will be put to good use as Simone undertakes a gap year position as a Quartermaster with the
Australian Army in 2015. Simone has attended a huge range of Scouting activities at home and abroad,
including a NZ Jamboree and Venture, Australian Venture, World Jamboree in Sweden, Boy Scouts of America Jamboree and more recently the Sri Lankan Jamboree. Simone is a worthy recipient of the Queen’s Scout
award.

Alexander Jobson
Alexander helped to reform and revitalise the Air Scouts Canberra Venturer Unit as Unit Chair in 2011, then
as a supportive member through 2012-13. Alexander’s progress through the award scheme and Venturer
activities gave him many opportunities to develop proficiency in many situations; including self-led hiking
trips, paddling and sweeping in Dragon Boat races, supporting Youth Camps and Red Cross Emergency
Services, playing Rugby Union and Gridiron. From these experiences, Alexander has developed confidence
in his ability to manage challenges that such activities and life in general provide. Alexander is a worthy
recipient of the Queen’s Scout award.
Edward Prior
Eddie Prior was an active participant in Venturers making a significant contribution through his friendly
nature, and his trademark sense of humour. Eddie is a creative person and demonstrated this through two
years on the cast of the Canberra Gang Show, and broadening his interest in the arts by undertaking a
photography course. Eddie joined with some fellow Venturers to improve his physical fitness by taking up
cycling as a primary mode of transport. Eddie worked at the Canberra Special Children’s Christmas Party in
2012 and returned in 2013 to take a more significant role in preparing for and running the party. Eddie
teamed up with another Unit member to do an environmental assessment of a section of the Centenary
Trail, documenting and photographing the visible flora and fauna. Eddie completed an expedition through
Murramarang National Parks and completed an open water scuba diving course with the Scout ACT diving
team. Eddie was amongst the last of the ACT Venturers to participate in the Pittwater project, working with
other Venturers to crew a 42 Metre Yacht on a blue water sailing program. Eddie is a generous individual
and a capable Scout. He is a worthy recipient of the Queen's Scout Award.
Rhiannon Yates
As the first Venturer in a rebooted Unit at Mt Taylor Scout Group, Rhiannon found early company in the cast
of Gang Show ‘Without a Clue’, followed quickly by joining the Australian Contingent for the 2011 World
Jamboree to Sweden. Full of stories of friends overseas, Rhiannon then settled back into her role as a
well-loved Joey Helper. On the outdoors front, being an explorer meant hiking, travelling down to the
Victoria Gathering and working on her favourite camp cooking recipes. Rhiannon managed to fit in the usual
courses as others joined her in the Unit, continuing her role as Unit Chair until others were ready to take
over. Her achievements include over a year on the Melrose High School Board to complete her Leadership
badge and another overseas trip to Venture South in New Zealand where her Unit hiked in the mountains.
Rhiannon also attended Dragonskin, trained for and ran in a triathlon for the Lifestyle badge and completing
the Great Ocean Walk in Victoria. Rhiannon is a worthy recipient of the Queen’s Scout award.
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Sarah Yates
Sarah’s journey from an inquisitive yet somewhat timid Joey to the Treasurer of the Branch Venturer Council
has been crammed from one moment to the next. Early on, she accepted the challenge of building the Unit
at Mt Taylor Scout Group from a fantastic few to Dragonskin place getters. On the way she’s played in two
bands (Expression), been a Joey Helper (Service) and been appointed as BVC Treasurer. Sarah loves
performing. She joined the cast of back-to-back Gang Shows, most famously playing Jane to Eddie’s Tarzan.
Sarah has been Unit Chair and ring leader of many an event, including fire twirling for Pursuits, the famous
picnic on the roof, Macca’s formals and attendance at the War Memorial in Anzac Day commemorations.
Already a strong hiker, Sarah chose a new skill – sailing – for her expedition at Venture South in New
Zealand in 2014. After yet another appearance at Gang Show in 2014 in the costume patrol, Sarah and the
Unit worked on the planning for their joint Queen Scout Expedition on the Great Ocean Walk in Victoria.
Sarah squeezed in a week’s sailing in Melbourne at a reunion with her old NZ Unit, then bused across to join
the Unit. Sarah is a worthy recipient of the Queen’s Scout award

Angela Christian-Wilkes
Some of the highlights in completing the Queen’s Guide Award included researching the Guiding
Movement’s involvement with feminism, running a Mexico night for a junior Guide Unit for the World Guiding
component, and attending the RYPEN leadership camp. For her Arts Focus, Angela developed her skills in
the areas of creative writing and music journalism. She began by completing a creative writing course at the
Canberra Institute of Technology, and assembling a portfolio of her journalistic work from various
publications. These areas were combined into one piece for her Arts focus project which involved
Interviewing ten different musicians, and then writing a creative piece in response to each question. Angela
is a worthy recipient of the Queen’s Guide Award.
Calista Beck
Calista Beck joined Rovers in 2007 and was invested as a Rover in Murrumbidgee Rover Crew where she has
served in many roles within her crew including Assistant Crew Leader and Crew Leader, served on the
Branch Rover Council multiple times, been a member of the National Youth Council, and is the Rover Section
representative on the Branch Executive Committee. Calista has also taken on Contingent Leader for the
Baden-Powell Peak Expedition in 2015 as well as taking on an Adult Leader role in Scouts ACT. To complete
the Baden-Powell Scout Award Calista chose to challenge herself by becoming a Roller Derby referee and
reaching a white star level. This process was delayed after she broke her wrist within 5 minutes of putting
on her new skates as she had neglected to learn how to stop before setting off. Calista also took on the role
as Assistant Stage Manager for Canberra Gang Show 2012 which saw her assist the show by making cast
calls as well as managing personnel in the tech crew. In addition Calista undertook five bra drives for the
charity the Uplift Project with the bras sent to underprivileged communities and completed a program to
improve her lack of basic navigation skills in a series of challenges arranged by her peers. Calista has shown
that she always strives to live her life through the Scout Promise and Law and as such is a worthy recipient
of the Baden-Powell Scout Award.
Richard Surkus
For his Baden-Powell Scout Award, Richard gave his time, knowledge and skill as the Technical Director of
Canberra Gang Show. Richard also undertook the challenge of acquiring his firearms license, legally
acquiring a firearm and showing improvement in the sport of Target Shooting. Richard has now taken his
participation in the sport to new levels where he competes monthly with the ACT Military Rifle Club. For his
Rambler’s Badge, Richard completed a four-wheel drive expedition to the Western most point of Australia;
Steep Point. This long and hot trip (which saw temperatures of over 50°) was a great challenge in which
Richard was able to put all his camping and four wheel driving experience and skills to the test. Richard also
attended a large number of camps in many different environments which included running an activity base
at Dragonskin, being a ‘guard’ at the Tallanganda Sword initiative event, four wheel driving through some of
Victoria’s most remote tracks and to the Northern most point of Australia, Cape York. Richard is a
committed Scout who strives to live his life through the Scout Promise and Law, is dedicated to the Rover
Scout motto of “Service” and who constantly goes above and beyond what is required of him. Richard
Surkus is a worthy recipient of the Baden-Powell Scout Award.

Katy Tomkins
To achieve the Baden-Powell Scout Award Katy developed her interest in the environment through joining
Conservation Volunteers Australia. As part of her service she travelled to Kangaroo Island in April 2009 and
spent a week undertaking echidna monitoring and conservation activities. In 2011 Katy oversaw an activity
for ACT Rovers and Venturers called “Tallaganda Sword”. This weekend of adventurous and competitive
hiking for the Venturer and Rover sections was attended by over 50 people with overwhelmingly positive
feedback. To achieve the Rambler’s Badge, Katy planned and completed a two week trip around Tasmania.
The resultant journey was challenging, but exciting for all involved and left all participants with many fond
memories. The final badge Katy undertook was the Scoutcraft badge which involved a series of camps. Each
one enabled Katy to further develop her Scoutcraft skills. While Katy was undertaking her BP award, she
completed her full-time university studies in science and science communication and is now working at
Geoscience Australia as an Education and Events Officer. Katy is a committed Scout who strives to live her
life by the Scout Promise and Law. Katy Tomkins is a worthy recipient of the Baden-Powell Scout Award.

Australian Scout Medallion recipients 2014
This year we had a record number of ASM’s (since this award came in) and we would like to congratulate
the recipients, Scout Groups, Leaders and families.
SURNAME
Aked
Allan
Beardmore
Noric
Brissenden
Campbell
Carstens
Court
Dare
Finch
Floyd
Gardiner
Gumbrell
Jamieson
Johnson
Jolley
Kerr
Licciardello
Margrain

FIRST NAME
Renee
Hamish
Stuart
James
Oliver
Shane
Anna
Lachlan
Belle
Gavin
William
Nicholas
Jamie
Liam
Robert
Matthew
Alexander
Tore
Stephanie

GROUP
Weston
Mt Taylor
Mt Mugga
Mt Mugga
Kama
13th Canberra
Kama
Birralee
Majura
Amaroo
Crowajingalong
Majura
Kama
Southwell
Southwell
Wanniassa
LTSS
Weston
Kama

SURNAME
McNiece
Miller
Nahon
Nash
Palm
Parker
Phillipse
Pieper
Robilliard
Ryan
Sanderson
Sanders
Schmid
Sheaves
Shillington
Stolz
Williams
Wilson
Zatschler

NAME
Hamish
Patrick
Emily
Rhys
Will
Jarad
Samantha
Toby
Aaron
Sam
Rhiannon
Ben
Ian
Bronte
Angie
Anna
Ashlin
Jarrod
Kathryn

SCOUT GROUP
Birralee
Majura
Crowajingalong
Southwell
13th Canberra
Mt Taylor
Crowajingalong
Macarthur
Majura
Macarthur
Mt Taylor
LTSS
Mt Taylor
Kama
13th Canberra
Mt Taylor
LTSS
Mulga
Birralee

Wood Badges Earned 2014
Earning a Wood Badge helps Adult Members become better Leaders, teaches them advanced leadership
skills and they are recognized for their direct service to young people. Congratulations to:

Leah Bach
Wendy Freeman
Sarah Smith
Peta Duggan
Peter Harris
Justin White
Darren Kriticos

Rovers
Branch Activity Leader
Cub Leader, Kama Scout Group
Cub Leader, Erindale Scout Group
Leader of Adults, Branch Team
Scout Leader, Birralee Scout Group
Leader of Adults, Les Explorateurs
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Opening of Timor-Leste Scout Activities Centre
By Wendy Freeman, Branch Activity Leader
I was privileged to attend the official opening of the Timor-Leste Scout Activities Centre on Friday 26
September 2014. The President of the National Parliament, His Excellency Mr Vicente Guterres, and Minister
Mick Gentleman MLA, representing the people of Canberra, opened the Centre, as Dili and Canberra are
Friendship Cities. Dr Chao, Chairman, Asia-Pacific Region of World Scouting, Reg Williams, Chief
Commissioner of Australia, David Jones, National Chairman, Neville Tomkins, International Commissioner
and JR Pangilinan, APR Regional Director were also present. A message from the Governor-General and
Chief Scout of Australia, the Hon Sir Peter Cosgrove, was read at the ceremony.
The Activities Centre is located at Metinaro, 40 minutes from Dili and is the
first of its kind in Timor-Leste. The Centre will provide a venue for national
Leader training courses, a site for national, regional and local camps, and a
secure store room for camping equipment donated to UNE-TL. The vision is
for it to become a hub for Scouting throughout Timor-Leste.
The Centre was a joint initiative by Scouts Australia and the ACT
Government. The Activities Centre and the Sanitation and Health projects in
schools were funded predominately by "Dollars for Dili", a Centenary of
Canberra initiative.
Construction of the Activities Centre was project managed by Neville Tomkins, International Commissioner of
Australia, (also Honorary Commissioner of Scouts ACT and Vice President of the Arthur Shakespeare
Foundation for Scouting). This was an extremely challenging and time consuming task due to distance, the
language and cultural challenges. Neville worked tirelessly to support Dollars for Dili and to raise
construction funds for the Centre and the toilets in schools.
Thanks are extended to all Scouts ACT members who assisted with raising funds for Dollars for Dili. This
included through the Timor-Leste program provided by Draco Fellowship, those who bought badges or raffle
tickets, held a fundraising BBQ or collected outside Embassies and other events during the Centenary year.

Donations for Disadvantaged Timor-Leste Scouts
By Wendy Freeman, Branch Activity Leader

Over the past 4 years, over 400kgs of gifts have been donated for distribution to the most disadvantaged
youth members of Timor-Leste Scouts. The gifts have ranged from stationery items to sporting equipment,
and clothing items. Many Scouts ACT members or Groups have donated items, particularly stationery items,
for use in schools.
With the generous assistance of Qantas and Air North, the items have been transported as extra luggage
with members travelling to Dili, much of it with the International Commissioner, Neville Tomkins, on his
regular visits. The Timor-Leste Ambassador has provided assistance with getting the items through Customs.
Thanks are extended to all ACT members who have donated items. Further donations are always welcome.
Please contact me for further information.

Donated items for disadvantaged Timor-Leste Scouts arriving at Dili airport
26 September 2014
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IUCN World Parks Congress 2014

By Chris Malam, Crew Leader Blue Water Rover Crew; Advisor ACT/NSW Youth Environment Team
More than 6,000 people from all corners of the world descended upon Sydney Olympic Park last week for
the World Parks Congress (WPC) - bringing together global leaders, park managers, scientists, rangers,
community and young people for what would be a jam-packed week of scurrying between a plethora of
inspiring presentations, empowering workshops, innovative solutions and networking with like-minded
people.

The World Parks Congress is held only once every ten years and encompasses diverse and far-reaching
themes such as reaching conservation goals, enhancing diversity and quality of governance, responding to
climate change, and respecting indigenous, traditional knowledge and culture. For the first time in WPC
history, there was a dedicated stream to "inspiring a new generation", echoing the call of the late Nelson
Mandela in closing the previous congress in Durban, South Africa in 2003.
Representing Scouts Australia at this landmark global forum, there were many stand out experiences for
myself and Mel Nicholls (Victorian Branch Environment Leader & Rover), including:







A pre-congress workshop meeting other young people as part of the Global Youth Ambassador
network and #NoWallsOutHere campaign. Inspiring speakers and engaging discussions around
effectively engaging young people in natural areas - a great precursor to the Congress itself;
Contributing to the session "how millennials are engaging children with the environment" along with
two other amazing speakers - sharing the voice and experiences of how Scouting cares for the

environment;

Running a Scouts Australia stall at PlanetFest, a free public festival run in conjunction with the
Congress. Alongside roaming dinosaurs, native animal displays and live entertainment, it was a day
engaging with the local community, united by a common passion for nature. Big thanks to Charles
Doggett who is the Co-Chair of the ACT/NSW Youth Environment Team for helping out on the day.
Performing Unleash the Heart (Unlock the Mind), a song written by a fellow GYA bringing together our
ideas and hope for the future as young people - and being invited to sing on community radio station
2ser - check the podcast here: http://www.2ser.com/component/k2/item/12139-world-park-congress
Learning about the many wonderful ideas and initiatives worldwide to engage people with nature, as
well as the explosion of digital technology - from street view for your favourite hiking trail to
identifying African wildlife beamed in real-time straight from motion camera to your phone!

Attending the WPC has been a tremendous opportunity for both Mel and I, with an exciting outlook ahead as
we begin to process the trove of information and turn ideas into actions! In the meantime, we encourage
you to share in our experiences at the Congress and stay tuned as we continue to upload content, by liking
the Scouts Australia Environment Program facebook page!!

Aussie Boy Scouts of America
By Paul “Dugong” and Reilly O’Grady, LGSS.

Having seen the article in last month’s edition on the Boy
Scouts of America troop in Canberra at the US Embassy, it
seemed only fair to write of our experiences in the last five
months as Aussies in a Boy Scouts of America Troop. We
moved to the United States in July this year, sad to leave our
friends at Lake Ginninderra Sea Scouts behind but also excited
to experience Scouting in another country. Since arriving in
Rhode Island, we have been welcomed warmly by Troop 7
(Middletown), made new Scouting friends, and enjoyed a
range of activities. This experience has shown us once again
the companionship that being in a worldwide organisation can bring. Within three weeks of moving to the
other side of the world we were sitting around a campfire next to a lake with new friends. We thought then,
that it would be good to share some of our experiences.
A Scout’s perspective
First thing that is obvious (after the uniform differences of course) is that it is Boy Scouts of America, there
are no Girls (They have Girls Scouts instead). This doesn’t seem to make any difference in the sorts of
activities we do though.
There are a lot more badges you can to earn, called “Merit Badges”. In fact there are more than 130 and
you can do them at any time. Some of them you have to do to achieve Eagle Scout, which is the highest
rank level and the equivalent of Queen’s Scout. These are things like Camping, Campfire Cooking, First Aid,
Personal Health and Fitness etc. Then there is a wide range of other ones you can do if you are interested
like rifle shooting, shotgun shooting, scuba diving, nuclear science, Indian Lore, snow sports, game design you get the idea. In fact, there are so many badges it can be a bit confusing. When you earn your merit
badges, you don’t sew them onto your uniform – you put them onto a sash, which you wear on formal
parades.
Troop nights are usually a little more relaxed and the parades have extra parts to them, like saying the
Pledge of Allegiance and the Scout Oath at the opening parade, and reciting the Scout Law together to close
the evening.
A Leader’s perspective
Having observed Scouting in a few different countries, I am always interested in seeing what I like to call
different ways of doing the same thing. That is, delivering an effective youth development program. The
BSA program is quite differently arranged, which means that its management is quite a contrast to the
Australian system. As the Scouts progress through the different ranks (there are seven of them) they
participate in Scout Master conferences and review boards which progressively shift from being leader led to
the youth member demonstrating skills, knowledge and Scouting spirit. It creates an interesting blend of
mentoring and motivated achievement.

Another interesting aspect is the division of youth members into only two sections, Scouts and Cubs, rather
than the five sections in Australia. This means that running a Scout Troop requires keeping a broad age
group of boys involved. There are of course distinct advantages in having boys from 11 to 18 in the troop,
particularly from developmental and troop leadership perspectives. However, it makes formulating an
activity program that appeals to everyone quite a challenge and a lot of flexibility is required.
Parent participation in troop activities is much greater in the US than it is at home. In fact, as part of the
application process, parents must agree to being active participants in the Troop (avoiding the ‘cheap
babysitting’ syndrome). This provides a solid range of support for troop activities and management, which is
necessary because Troops (and Cub Packs) operate separately or sometimes under loose arrangements,
rather than having a Group structure that we use in Australia.
And finally, driving age is much lower in the US; so it is particularly handy to have Scouts who can drive
themselves to meetings and activities!

For us both, 2014 started enjoying the New Zealand Scout Jamboree and we are now looking forward to
further adventures with Boy Scouts of America in 2015. Of course, we are also looking forward to returning
to our home among the gum trees in 2016!
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Scout vs Wild camp

By Blue Tongue, Drop Bear and Dingo
On the first weekend back in Term 3, Gungaderra Scout Troop (Birralee Scout Group) had a Scout vs Wild
camp on the Lake George Ridge. Scouts learnt about survival and bushcraft skills in an environment which
provided them with no facilities at all; they even had to construct the toilets (bottom left photo)
The Scouts built and slept in improvised shelters using tarps, constructed camp gadgets, a grease trap,
cooked on camping stoves and on a cooking fire using a cast-iron camp oven (after they had navigated
without compasses to an 'old homestead garden' to collect vegetables and to cut a piece of silverside from a
cow!), hung the rubbish bag from a tree to avoid animals, constructed a solar still to collect water, and put
bags on branches to collect water (the amount of water collected from a single bag on a branch varied from
350ml to 660ml!!!! - much more gain from little effort than digging the solar still); they even all drank some
of the water collected. The Scouts also learnt how to find True North using a watch and the stick method.
The scouts had a very real example of water rationing. Every patrol (and the leaders) each had 20litres for
the weekend. Due to the warm weather it was very tight but by using dam water to heat for washing water
it allowed everyone to have 'just' enough to drink. Some Scouts even ate white ants!! The site used is
private property so squat toilets had to be built. The scouts did a great job and with some initiative the
Gents was the most comfortable bush toilet I have ever had the privilege of using!
In summary, us leaders were very impressed with the effort demonstrated by all scouts. They did an
awesome job with teamwork, learning survival and bushcraft skills and getting badgework signed off. For
two scouts it was their first camp since joining the Troop and they did a great job.
The Lake George Ridge (in particular Lot64) is crown land available for Scouts to use. It is only 20 mins from
Gungahlin and is a fantastic location for conducting scout bush camps. If anyone is interested in using this
site contact Andrew Mackie (anmackie@cisco.com) who will obtain permission for you. You will need to
contact Gundaroo RFS for any fire permits, if required.

Neighbouring Scout Groups share camping experiences
By Martina Martine Pekarsky, Cub Leader, Air Scouts Canberra

Mt Mugga and Air Scouts are neighbouring Groups whose Cub Scout Leaders (CSL) are working together to
share ideas and resources. Apart from hosting each other at program meetings, their Cub leaders meet
regularly to chat about programming, venue ideas, and even swap achievement badges when they run short
and don’t have the lead-time to order online from The Scouts Shop. The CSLs from Air Scouts and Mt Mugga
met at a Sixer and Second Day earlier in the year and Mt Mugga invited the Air CSL to come and observe
how they run their meetings. From there, the friendship has blossomed and Air Scouts hosted the Mt Mugga
Cubs earlier this term for their 'Maps Made Easy' program. There were almost 53 Cubs that night and many
of them were excited to see friends from school were also in Cubs. When Air Scouts had a family pack
holiday at the Yurt Farm last month, Mt Mugga shared all their documentation, including the consent forms,
program itinerary, risk analysis and more, saving Air Scouts hours of planning time.
Both Scout Groups went on camping trips this month, Mt Mugga went to the Jindabyne Alpine Centre, a
Scouting facility on the outskirts of Jindabyne, and Air Scout Cubs and Scouts drove east to the Coast and
camped at Moruya, about 20mins south of Batemans Bay. Here are their stories.

Mt Mugga at the Jindabyne Alpine Centre
First thing Saturday morning, we drove to Thredbo and received a briefing from our mountain guides lead by
the very capable Alexis. We jumped into the chairlift for a ride to Eagle's Nest and set off from there soon
after. The photos tell the story of the walk, the weather was...mountainous but everyone made it to the
summit and back, a round trip of 13 km. Back down in Thredbo, we had a few rides on the nearby bobsled
run and then it was off to the Aquatic centre where 7 Cubs got their swimming badges and everyone had
fun. Back to base for games, dinner, games, stories and bed. On Sunday, we went yachting and canoeing
and were having a great time until the mountains surprised us with a squall and some of us were plucked
dramatically from our boats by speedboat as the weather set in. Such an exciting camp, our Cubs will
remember it for years to come (Air Scouts story on the next page).
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Air Scouts at Moruya’s North Head Campground
Blessed by sensational weather and a premium campsite, we were happy campers when we woke up on
Saturday morning at North Head campsite in Moruya. We were ready to take to the skies by the time
George Wilson our pilot and former Group Leader at Air Scouts arrived to take us on our scenic flights. We
couldn't have asked for a better day and as you'll see below, the scenery was breathtaking. The camp had 1
Joey, 10 Cubs, 26 Scouts, 7 leaders and 10 parents, all from Weston Scout Group and Air Scouts.
When we weren't flying, we played volleyball, bombardment, beach cricket and Orbit tennis in between lots
of swimming and sandcastle building. It was great to see teams at work building an incredible maze of
rivers and forts by the beach. The Scouts who ran our campfire entertainment on Saturday night and
Sunday morning learned how to pump nippers for bait, bait a hook and cast our fishing rods during the
fishing session.
A huge thanks to George Wilson from the Air Activities Branch who took the scenic flights and made 11
flights with 33 passengers.

Scouts Christmas Special from Camping World
Camping World in Mitchell would like to offer Scout
ACT members 50% off all Outdoor Equipped products
(tents, gazebos, lighting, sleeping bags an furniture)
and 25% off full priced items (does not include catalogue items)
You will need to produce your membership card for
the discounts to apply and this special runs from the
3rd of December to the 10th of December.
Camping World Mitchell
117 Flemington Rd, 6255 0085

Community Service

By Justin White (Blue Tongue), Scout Leader, Gungaderra Scout Troop, Birralee Scout Group
The Scout Troops within Gungahlin showed their support to the RSL's Gungahlin Sub-Branch over the
weekend of the 8 & 9 November by helping to sell poppies and badges at the Bonner, Crace and Gold Creek
shops for Remembrance Day. The Scouts who represented Birralee, Well Station and Amaroo Scout Groups
gave up a few hours of their weekend as a community service, as well as representing Scouts to the wider
community. Some Scouts had the privilege to proudly wear a family member’s medals. Griffin, from Birralee,
proudly wore his Great Grandfather’s medals who fought with the 2nd AIF, 55th/53rd Battalion, in New
Guinea during the Second World War and did not return. Angus and Richelle from Amaroo proudly honoured
their great grandfather by wearing the DCM medal he was awarded whilst serving with the 42nd AIF in
Belgium, 1918. All Scouts who participated should be proud to know that their efforts helped to raise a
combined $3,897.00 for the RSL.
Next year will mark the centenary of the Gallipoli Landings and I encourage all Scout Groups to contact their
local RSL and offer their help to sell badges in the lead-up to ANZAC Day. It is a great way for Scouts to do
their bit to help mark this historical event and to complete hours for their community service.

Message from Branch Office

We would like to wish all our members and supporters of Scouts ACT a very Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year! The Branch Office will be closed from the 22 December to 12 January. We would also like to wish
farewell to our camp managers, Jenny and Owen Russell who have been done such an excellent job over
the last 4 years and welcome our new camp managers, Garry Lee and Kerrie Turner.

Joke of the month
Q. What do you call a kid who doesn't believe in Santa?
A. A rebel without a Claus.

Submit your stories

If you would like your story or activity to be in our monthly newsletter then please send a short write up and
a picture/s to development.officer@act.scouts.asn.au by the 25th of each month. To be included in the
Australian Scout Magazine please send a 1 page write up and pictures to our Development Officer by the
15th of each month.

