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ACT Branch Moves to Two New Regions
From the start of this year, Scouts ACT combined our existing four Regions into two: the Northern and Southern
Regions; the dividing line being Lake Burley Griffin. Each Region has a new Region team – A Region Commissioner
and three Assistant Region Commissioners to better support our Scout Groups.

At a special “Start Up” meeting at Camp Cottermouth on 31 January, we welcomed and invested the new Region
Teams:
Allan Dean (Region Commissioner) Eric Zurcher, John Dyer, James Lehane and Eric Zurcher (Assistant
Region Commissioners) as the new Northern Region Team and
Geoff Sheehan (Region Commissioner), Wendy Freeman, Bronwyn Lovejoy and Luke Lowes (Assistant
Region Commissioners) as the new Southern Region Team.
At the meeting, we also discussed the needs of each Region and how we could make our Branch as a whole more
effective in program delivery. The participants also had a great opportunity to network, mingle and share a few
stories over a cup of coffee. There were many great presentations from our Branch team about what was
happening in their portfolio and how they might assist in the resourcing of section programs in the coming months.
Please keep an eye out on Scouts IT for future developments and check out the Members area on our website for
new training dates, courses, news and resources. Next time you are in the Branch Office please help yourself to
new flyers, invitations, posters and stickers that are available on the resources table.

From the Chief
I hope that everyone had a chance to have a great relaxing break over the Christmas holiday
period. This year already promises to be another excitingadventure for Scouts ACT. In January this
year, I participated in a National Scout Teleconference examining the feasibility of developing
some Venturer/Rover age mental health support material. This promises to be a very worthwhile
project
examining existing courses and materials and looking at what might be developed
especially for our older youth/young adult sections.

In early February the Governor General will invest Mr Chris Bates as our new National Chief Commissioner. Taking
part in the ceremony at Government House Canberra will be not only the World Secretary of Scouting Mr Scott
Teare but some very lucky ACT youth and adult members.
Our two new Regions take off this year with a start - up meeting and full Region Teams. Allan, Geoff and their
teams are very excited about the prospect of working more closely with Groups and improving program delivery
to our young people.
This year also our Branch Youth Council (BYC) will commence – some positions are already filled – but there are
still places available. In particular, the BYC members network, research issues of interest, voice opinions and most
importantly, have fun together. The ACT Branch generally, will benefit by their advice and leadership development.
So if you know of Scouts, Venturers or Rovers who might like to be part of this new adventure then suggest they
ring our BYC Co-ordinator, Calista Beck on 0437377287.
As if that were not enough new happenings, Tyron, our Development Officer has been working hard in making our
new website even better, developing some online forms and a Scout app (mobile and tablet). I am also looking
forward to hearing about your plans for 2015 – why not send Tyron an article for Scouts in ACTion so we can all
share the excitement?
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Summit to Sea

By Trout, Dingo, and Scorpion, Mulga Scout Group and Lake Tuggeranong Sea Scouts

At the end of the ACT School year, Scouts from Mulga and Lake Tuggeranong Orion Troop undertook a bike
hike from Charlottes Pass to Merimbula over 3 days. After nearly a year of planning we finally packed our
bags, food, tents and bikes on a couple of trailers and left the Mulga Scout Hall on Thursday 18 th of
December and drove to Charlottes Pass. We had 15 Scouts and 8 leaders / parents make the trip in 5
vehicles and 4 trailers, we packed only the essentials.

We arrived at Charlottes Pass after a quick lunch at Jindabyne and offloaded the bikes, after the mandatory
safety briefing a total of 18 bikes left the start of the ride and proceeded to roll, pedal and glide down to
Jindabyne. We rode past ski fields and alpine woodlands before finishing the ride along the shores of Lake
Jindabyne on the 41 km ride on Day 1. On this day we had our only flat tyre of the trip when Jarrod had a
puncture at Thredbo River. We camped on the shore of Lake Jindabyne and were fed like the athletes we
aspired to be before we fell into our sleeping bags, only to be woken at 6am for the next days ride.
On Friday we left Jindabyne heading for Bombala via Dalgety, about 16 km out of town we found an
awesome downhill section of road which we almost wished we could ride again, we were all glad that we
were going downhill on this section as there would have been a lot of walking otherwise. This day we had
our sole incident of note when Blake lost a tooth or should we say suffered a snakebite (loosing a baby tooth
while eating a jelly snake). We didn’t get to Bombala but got to the wind turbines before we packed up for
the day, this was a great effort from all the riders.
Bombala welcomed us like a long lost family member, in fact a sign near our campground indicated,
“Bombala welcomes Motorcycles “. The riders hit the town to buy much needed energy supplements (lollies
and soft drink) and enjoyed the local pool before checking out the platypus in the river. Again we dined like
the athletes we were becoming before some much needed sleep.
On Saturday we started at Cathcart and headed east, with the smell of the sea in our nostrils we were
inspired by more downhill sections of bitumen. Before we started this section Mitchell noticed his rear tyre
was down to canvas, we said let’s see how far you can get today. We crested the peak of the range and saw
a huge valley and I mistakenly indicated that there was 10 km of downhill ahead, wrong again, much to the
dismay of a number of Scouts.
Our team rode on relentlessly and with constant updates from the support vehicle on the distance to travel
we pushed on to Pambula where we met our first major road. This was the end of the 60 km ride for the day
which was a truly remarkable effort for Scouts.
We loaded up and made our way to the Merimbula Scout Hall for the night. For some the beach called and
for others the opportunity to visit the shops for more sugar or a last minute Christmas gift was too great a
lure.
After a dinner worthy of the athlete we had become we celebrated with some awards for some of the
memorable events of our trip, such as Balthazar as King of the Mountains, Shayne as Queen of the
Mountains, Jackson and Daisy for riding the most bikes after they started on a bike too small for them, Russ
for his Mechanical work, Mitchell for getting home, the drivers and others. The person we must really thank is
Veronica and her team for catering for the trip which was restaurant quality, they kept us on the road. After a
morning on the beach the riders were loaded onto the Party Bus for the trip back to Canberra.
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Summer Camp 2015
By Rob Fredericksen, Assistant Chief Commissioner Youth Programs
January of a pre-jamboree year; that means its Summer Camp. SC2015 went from January 4th to the 10th at
Camp Cottermouth and came alive to around 300 Scouts and some 50 Leaders, Rovers and Venturers.
The activities covered were the Tower, Archery, Geo-caching, Canoeing, Cycling, Environment, Construction,
Rogaining, Water Slides, Dunking Tank, Scarf and Woggle Making and then there was some spare time
activities and a night time program run by the Rovers which included movies and Gangshow. We held a market
day where the Cotter Cash was splashed around. The weather played its part, a little rain at night, the dust
successfully laid, and the temperature was kept at a reasonable level. By the end of Camp many of the Scouts
particularly those linking-scouts made good progress toward their Pioneer Level Award, an award necessary to
attend AJ2016.
We saw the talent of our Scouts shine through from a Unicycling juggler to an archer with 5 Bulls eyes out of a
stand of 6 arrows. Gateways were competitive in design and construction and the market day saw everything
form the odd to the artistic. Below is an extract from our daily newspaper that was written and produced at
camp.

The Water Base
The water base was a fun refreshing activity on a hot day. There was the dunk tank and the
castle seige, but sadly the water slide was inoperable due to the scorching heat. Kieran
managed to have a turn on the water slide when it was not extremely hot. “It was extremely
fun" he said I ended up covered in soap, but I wanted to keep going all day." Coopers
favourite was the castle seige,'Cause you got to throw arrows (sponges) and people"
explained Cooper. We interviewed Tim about the Dunk Tank. “The Dunk Tank was an
amazing experience which allowed you to cool down on a humid day", says Tim. The water
base is a great place to cool down this Summer Camp. If you haven't been there yet, then
look forward to it.
Interviewers:
Flynn, Tim, Cooper and Kieran, Badimara
Camps of this type just don’t happen by themselves. There are teams of dedicated leaders and parents who
give of their time to ensure the Scouts achieve their goals and have fun doing it. To everyone who contributed,
you are owed a vote of thanks by me and the Scouts who were the beneficiaries of your time.
Now it’s roll on AJ2016 and we can put Summer Camp away until 2018.
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Draco and the Devils
By Timothy Kirsopp, Draco Fellowship and Cub Leader at Lake Ginninderra Sea Scouts

During term 4 of 2014, the Draco Scout Fellowship had the pleasure of joining with the Tasmanian Branch to
support their Save the Tasmanian Devil Initiative. The aim of this program is to raise money to support research into the deadly Tasmanian Devil Facial Tumours which are decimating the populations of Tasmanian
Devils.
In 2014, the Tasmanian Branch of Scouts Australia released a Save the Tasmanian Devil badge which could
be purchased from them for $3 each. Draco Scout Fellowship decided to take this idea and run with it.

Over the course of a number of months we sat down and developed a program for Cubs and Joeys that
would give them an experience of what is would be like to be a Tasmanian Devil including their life cycle, diet
and hazards that Tasmanian Devils live with every day.
The program included crafts (Tasmanian Devil ears), games and looked at natural and man-made threats,
such as being shot for taking livestock or accidentally eating poisoned carcasses of feral animals) and gave
the youth members an opportunity to come up with ways to solve some of these problems… and they came
up with some great solutions.
In small groups they were given a problem that Tasmanians Devil face such as being hit by cars, shot by
farmers or eating poisoned feral animal carcases. They were given permanent markers and butchers paper
and could write or draw their ideas to solve that problem, at the end they were asked to present their ideas
back to the pack or mob. There were some great ideas, including some that scientists are already doing. One
of the best was based on the problem of Tasmanian Devils eating road kill and being hit by cars, after much
thought a group of Cubs came up with the idea of creating sound barriers, little devices that would be fitted
into road side poles that would send off a high pitched noise to keep animals away from the roads (no animals, no road kill, no road kill, no Tasmanian devils eating it), another idea to solve the problem of Tasmanian Devils taking sheep and being shot including creating electric sheep that would give a mild shock to the
devils and teach them that sheep are can be dangerous.
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At the end of the program the youth members are then shown photos of devils with the facial tumours and a
short discussion was held which included information about what the tumours are, how they affect the devils
and what is being done about it. We finished on a positive by letting the youth members know that just by
doing this program and buying the badge they are living up to their Scout promise to help other people as the
money from the badge is going to research the disease.
Our resident mascot, Tammy the Tasmanian Devil, followed us on all of our programs and at the end of every
visit was presented with the hosting groups group tape to display on her coat.
We have had some excellent feedback from the youth members, leaders, parents and 1 scientist who is
researching the Tasmanian Devil Facial Tumours and just happened to be a parent of one of the Cubs we were
presenting to (we didn’t find out who he was until the end of the program.)

So far to date we have raised $660 from the program and inspired a number of packs and mobs to undertake
their own fundraising projects. Our program is for anyone who would like to run it themselves and has been
uploaded to the Draco Fellowship page in the Members Area of the Scouts ACT website. Badges can be
purchased through Scouts Australia, Tasmanian Branch.

Shipwreck Survivor Scouts
By, Skip, Scout Program Advisor
Well not exactly ‘shipwrecked’, but that was the theme of a ‘survivor’ camp conducted by Weston and
Southwell Scout Troops with the support of leaders from 1st Yass at the Bowning Scout Camp last December.

After being ‘Shipwrecked’ on the not so tropical Bowning Scout Camp, the senior Scouts from both Troops were
given the role of crew and the less experienced Scouts the role of passengers for the weekend. With little
resources their survival skills were tested as they constructed bush shelters with straw flooring, learnt how to
make pasta, make candles from fat, built a bush toilet and learnt how to purify water from the nearby creek for
drinking. The Scouts also learnt how to catch yabbies, although those caught managed to survive another day.
On day 2 the Scouts participated in a mock emergency constructing stretchers from natural materials they
found at hand in the bush. At the conclusion of a very successful and different camp the participating Scouts
efforts resulted in their successfully completing the requirements for the Bushcraft badge.

