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ACTSMART SUSTAINABILITY AWARD WINNER
By Lisa Stephan, Group Leader at Pfadfinder Scout Group

Pfadfinder Scout Group were the proud recipients of the Energy and Water Star Award in the ACT
Smart Sustainability Awards for 2018. The award was presented by the very supportive ACTSmart
team and the ACT Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability, Shane Rattenbury.
Just being nominated for the award has spurred us into more action, and we have since introduced
Redcycle’s soft plastics recycling at the hall, and are about to launch two other recycling programs
working with Terracycle. We’ve also signed up to be an ACTSmart organisation and will be
ramping up our children’s recycling education program and looking at achieving a further
reduction in our waste-to-landfill.
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FROM THE CHIEF
By Rick Goode
The ACT Branch for a short period has been the centre of the Australian Scouting Universe. This
was a result of major national events and activities being held here. The one that has attracted
the most attention within Scouting nationally was the investiture of the new Chief
Commissioner of Australia, Phil Harrison. The ACT Branch hosted a number of Scouting people
from around Australia and was asked to provide youth members from each section for the event
as well. I am immensely proud of those youth members that so effectively represented both
themselves, their sections and Scouting in the ACT. A big thank you to Bridget Grove from Mt
Mugga, Ned Bony Hady from Duntroon Campbell, Alexis Ngai from Birralee, Bronte Sheaves from
Kama and the BRC Vice-Chair Max Kelly. You will see pictures of the event in the electronic
national Scouting newsletter that was circulated on 31 May.
The next big event was the National Adventurous Activities meeting held over the weekend of
27/28 May at Camp Cottermouth. We welcomed colleagues from all Branches, and discussed
standards, quals, outdoor aspects of the new program, good things happening in various places,
and more. They dropped in on the Pioneering skills course running close by, and the Cub Scouts
having a session on the climbing tower. I was pleased to see that they enjoyed our hospitality
and were privileged to join the Mt Mugga Cub Scouts around their campfire afterwards.
On the last day of the month many of you will have seen the news about Scouts Australia opting
into the national redress scheme. Scouts ACT is also been included in this process. The Scheme,
in summary, aims to provide redress for victims of child sexual abuse through an appropriate
apology and other support mechanisms. More on this on page 4.
Each year we hold the Annual General Council meeting to which all members of Scouts ACT are
invited to participate. The meeting was held on 24 May and during it there were new members
of the Branch Executive Committee elected (Jackie Stenhouse and Andrew Judd) and the
financials for 2017 were presented by the Treasurer. We also saw a number of supporters formally
endorsed. My thanks to the office staff, in particular Sarah Smith, for the large amount of
preparation required.
The ACT Branch are joining with the NSW Branch of Scouts Australia to sponsor the NSW/ACT
Young Achievers Awards. This is open to all youth and I encourage them to nominate when they
see the opportunity to do so.
Training of trainers and mentors is underway to ensure that we are in the best possible position
with the implementation of the new youth program. It is an exciting time for everybody involved.
The Joey Scout Imagineering Challenge was held at Melrose High School and as per the events
that the STEM Commissioner and her team organise, it was an immense success!
Congratulations to all involved!
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BRANCH OFFICE ANNOUNCEMENTS
As mentioned in Rick's report, the 2017/18 Annual General Council Meeting was held on
Thursday 24 May at Kama Scout Hall. A few new members have been elected to the Branch
Executive Committee. We welcome Jackie Stenhouse (Group Leader at Kama Scout Group) and
Andrew Judd (Rover at Murrumbidgee Rover Crew). Unfortunately, after many years of being on
the Committee, we say a sad farewell to David Cocking, David will still play a role in the
Management of our Camp Cottermouth Committee. Thank you to Kama Scout Group for
hosting our meeting.
Youth record books:
Group Leaders and Section Leaders, please note that we stock youth record books for: Cubs,
Scouts, and Venturers. We purchase these at a discounted rate and pass the discount on to
Scout Groups (works out slightly cheaper than purchasing directly from the Scout Shop). If you
would like to place an order please contact the Branch Office on admin@scoutsact.com.au
Census Reminder:
Group Leaders, a friendly reminder of some key dates for Census this year.
Adult member changes- due to Branch by COB on Friday 8 June
Transfer of youth members to be completed by Monday 11 June
All changes to youth membership records to be completed by 11.59pm on 30th June.
Group Insurance renewal:
Group Leaders please note the cut-off date for finalising your group insurance inventory is
Monday 19 June.
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NATIONAL REDRESS SCHEME
Dear Adult Members, Adult Supporters, Parents and Guardians
One of the key recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse, was the establishment of a National Redress Scheme. This will allow
survivors the opportunity to access financial assistance as well as counselling and other
support which will help them to heal.
You may have seen some media coverage regarding Scouts Australia and the Redress
Scheme in recent days.
Scouts Australia and its eight Branches have agreed, in principle, to opt into the proposed
National Redress Scheme. We look forward to seeing the Federal Government’s final
legislation.
We are committed to ensuring that all survivors of child sexual abuse have access to the
National Redress Scheme.
Scouts Australia believes that the Royal Commission has been an important step in making
our community safer for children. Australia now recognises the impact these horrific crimes
have had on too many young people.
We are humbled by all those individuals who have shown courage and commitment,
appearing before the Royal Commission to share their stories. They have played an important
role in making Australia a safer place for children in the future.
Our priority will continue to be on ensuring the wellbeing of all children and young adults.
Scouts Australia has a zero-tolerance for abuse of any kind, and our policy is to immediately
report any allegations of child abuse directly to the police. Our Adult Leaders have all the
appropriate working with children and police checks in place and undertake mandatory
training in child safe practices on a regular basis. Our National Child Protection Policy and
Procedures were developed in conjunction with Child Wise, a leading child protection
organisation. We continue to refine and improve these Policies and Procedures.
Scouts Australia applauds the Federal Government for its leadership on this matter, and for
the highly consultative manner in which the Scheme has been developed. The Scheme will
be run by the Department of Social Services, and further information can be obtained
through the Department’s website www.dss.gov.au or by calling 1800 146 713.
We welcome all your queries about child safe Scouting, as we continue to strive towards
ensuring that Scouting is a fun, safe and enriching experience for all young people and adult
leaders who support our program.
Yours in Scouting
Rick Goode
Chief Commissioner
ACT Branch

Phil Harrison
Chief Commissioner
Scouts Australia
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JACK DEEBLE MEMORIAL
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT SCHOLARSHIP
By Calista Beck, Assistant Chief Commissioner Youth Development
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS – Closes 21 June 2018
The scholarship is up to a $3000 grant.
Venturers and Scouts may apply for the Jack Deeble Memorial Youth Development Scholarship.
This is designed to assist a Scout or Venturer or a number of Scouts or Venturer's to attend an
International Scouting event or a unique National Scouting event to provide tangible recognition of
Jack Deeble's commitment to the growth of young people and the nature of his unswerving belief
in the benefits of Scouting in their lives.
Successful applicants will be expected to prepare a short presentation to the Shakespeare
Foundation and the Branch Operations Committee detailing their experiences at the event which
the grant was used to attend.
The selection process requires a written application
(https://www.scoutsact.com.au/files//Scholarships/2018/DeebleScholarshipApplication2018.pdf)
addressing the selection in the first instance and will be followed up with an interview. For more
information please contact Calista Beck, e-mail address accyd@scoutsact.com.au.
Applications are requested by 21st June and will need endorsement of the applicable Group Leader
or Section Commissioner and two referees upon submission.
They should be sent via e-mail to Calista Beck accyd@scoutsact.com.au or in writing to Calista Beck,
89 Kitchener Street, Garran ACT 2605.
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ROSS HOHNEN MEMORIAL
INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP
By Calista Beck, Assistant Chief Commissioner Youth Development
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS – Closes 21 June 2018
The scholarship is up to a $3000 grant.
Rovers and Young Leaders (aged 18 – 30) may apply for the Ross Hohnen Memorial International
Scholarship. This is designed to assist the Rover or young leader attend a major International
Scouting event, giving form to Ross Hohnen's vision that the true spirit of Scouting was to be found
in the International Brotherhood.
Successful applicants will be expected to prepare a short presentation to the Shakespeare
Foundation and the Branch Operations Committee detailing their experiences at the event which
the grant was used to attend.
The selection process requires a written application
(https://www.scoutsact.com.au/files//Scholarships/2018/HohnenScholarshipApplication2018.pdf)
addressing the selection in the first instance and will be followed up with an interview. For more
information please contact Calista Beck, e-mail address accyd@scoutsact.com.au.
Applications are requested by 21st June and will need endorsement of the applicable Crew Leader
or applicable Scouting manager and two referees upon submission.
They should be sent via e-mail to Calista Beck accyd@scoutsact.com.au or in writing to Calista Beck,
89 Kitchener Street, Garran ACT 2605
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JUST PASSING – SO WE POPPED IN
By Graham Downie

The highlight for Scouts of a simple bike ride around Lake Burley Griffin was meeting the GovernorGeneral and Chief Scout of Australia, Sir Peter Cosgrove.
The ride for 13th Canberra Scouts had been planned without knowing it would coincide with an
Open Day at Government House. Originally scheduled for Sunday, February 25, the ride was
postponed as heavy rain began falling. The decision to postpone the ride proved to be a good one
with more than 66mm recorded that day. Much of Canberra was flooded and cycling would have
been at best unpleasant and potentially dangerous.
The following Saturday dawned bright and clear and most of the debris from the previous Sunday’s
flood had been cleared. It was a perfect day for a ride for the mostly young Scouts and several
adults. By then it was known the planned route would take the riders past the entrance to
Government House and there were jokes, “We might just pop in.”
Lake Burley Griffin was calm for the competing rowers and the rock garden – well was a rock
garden. Over Scrivener Dam and to the climb to Government House. A couple of silly adults
decided to make the climb a race and were glad to rest while waiting for the more sensible Scouts.
Then, there it was, the entrance to Government House with hundreds of people blocking the road.
Officials seemed to believe these cyclists were destined to the grand house and gave directions to a
safe place to leave the bikes. The plan then was to simply look at the grounds of the 54 hectare
garden. But once in, it was decided to join the queue and go into the house.
Along the queue came Sir Peter Cosgrove, greeting and welcoming people to his Canberra
residence. On learning this group was Scouts, he readily agreed to be photographed with the party.
Then it was into the house to admire the numerous paintings, photographs and fine dining
settings.
The ride home was via Regatta Point for an ice cream, then to the 13th Canberra Scout Hall, itself
quite a historic building. It first served as the mess hall for construction workers of Australia’s first
parliament house. Then at Kingston as the Friendly Society Hall, before being moved to O’Connor in
May, 1960 as the home for the 13th Canberra Group.
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ABSEILING LEVEL 2 SKILLS COURSE ABSEILING AND ESTABLISHING ROPES
By Scouts ACT Rock Team
The Scouts ACT Rock Team will be holding a skills development course on 16-17 June which will
look at how to set up ropes for abseiling. The course is particularly aimed at adults who might be
looking at gaining formal recognition of skills through the VET (Vocational and Educational
Training) system and start on the path to becoming Scout appointed abseiling guides.
Registrations are also welcome from Venturers and Rovers who might like to develop these skills as
part of their award scheme – even if a VET qualification is not an immediate goal.
The course will focus on development of practical skills in abseiling, moving up and down a rope,
and establishing ropes for abseiling activities. We will also help you understand the pathway to
having skills formally assessed through a recognition of prior learning process. Usually, prospective
abseiling guides will undertake a range of other activities with the rock team prior to seeking
formal skills recognition, as well as skills development in vertical rescue.
The skills developed during the course are also directly relevant to other rock activities, including
canyoning and vertical caving.
Dates:
Wednesday 13 June 6:30p-9p at Branch – introductory session and knowledge review.
Sat/Sun 16/17 June – Saturday: all day Camp Cottermouth. Sunday: all day at Bungonia State
Recreation Area.
(additional activities after the course can be arranged directly with the Rock Team)
Cost: $60, covers equipment and consumables. Catering, transport and parking fees (for Bungonia)
are the responsibility of participants.
Registration is via the ACT Branch training registration system. Venturers will need to register
directly with Darryl.
For further information please contact Darryl Barbour (offcaving@gmail.com, 0421 037 392 a/h).

