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Chief Commissioner’s
Update
Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner

Good afternoon Scouting Members,

Welcome to the new Branch Newsletter
and to all those new members who are
commencing their Scouting Journey with us
in 2024.

As I mentioned in my note back in
December, we are trialling how to improve
our communications to make sure that you
do not miss out on important announcements, events or activities. Rather than having you
keep track of various emails from me and the Branch teams, we are endeavouring to put out
a single newsletter each month where you can find everything in one place.

Scouts does not have an off-season. So during January, we have been working on the
● Scouts Strategic Plan,
● Branch Planning Day,
● Loading up the Branch Calendar,
● Operational and Work Plans,
● Following up the ACT Government confirming Scouts ACT as a Category 2 State

Sporting Organisation - making us eligible for funding under the ACT Government
Sport and Recreation Investment Scheme,

● Commencing our ACT Government Budget Submission,
● Launching our delivery of the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme across the whole Branch,
● Accepting nominations for the 2024 Adult Recognition and Rover Service Awards,
● Helping Scouts Australia organise the Parliamentary Friends of Scouting Event on

28 February,
● Launching our Vocational Education and Training Qualifications through Scouting

Program,
● Working with Groups on their half-yearly Census, and
● Developing a New Branch leadership structure to reflect the new Strategic Plan.
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Then there were all those Contingents, Groups and Scouts travelling the world, camping,
bushwalking, sailing, hiking and cycling. If you have not already done so have a look at the
Scouts ACT Facebook page which is complete with plenty of photos of these great
adventures.

So welcome again and I hope you enjoy the newsletter.

Youth Program
Milestones & Peak Awards
Lianne Halling, Branch Commissioner Milestones & Peak Awards

Congratulations to the following awardees. All these youth members completed their Peak
Award at the end of 2023 or early 2024:

Joey Scout Challenge Award

Nathaniel Leask Mulga

Kieran Xia Diamantina

Brian Li Diamantina

Amelia Gleeson Lake Ginninderra

Freya Rolfe Lake Ginninderra

Cameron Byron Lake Ginninderra

Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award

Luke Bamford Weston

Australian Scout Award

Felix Ansour Les Explorateurs

Lachlan Li Les Explorateurs

Katherine Oxborrow Mt Mugga

Imogen (Remi) Barber Crowajingalong
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On Saturday 3rd February the first
Baden-Powell Scout Award completed
using the current program was
presented to Hamish McNeice.

This year Peak Award forms will move
online with a new Operoo form. The form
can be found in the Form Library when
logged into Operoo as well as through the
members’ area on the Scouts ACT
website.
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Venture24
Over the first two weeks of January 28 ACT members attended
Venture24 based in Gippsland, Victoria. Everyone started with an
expedition including Masterchef, hikes, and a Melbourne
Adrenaline Tour. For most these were based around Victoria,
however, 6 youth headed to Queenstown NZ and another 4 youth
and 1 leader flew to Fiji. The fun didn’t end there, Core Camp
provided both onsite and offsite activities and nightly
entertainment. By all accounts, everyone had a fabulous time and
made heaps of new friends from across Australia and New Zealand.

Outdoor Adventure Skills
Sam Aspin, Branch Commissioner Outdoor Adventure Skills

NSW Summer Camp in January was a blast with 4 youth members from the ACT
participating in white water kayaking, mountain biking and bushwalking and working
towards or gaining a VET qualification - Cert II in Outdoor Recreation. If you are a youth
member and would like to find out how you can use OAS stages to work towards VET
qualifications, send me an email. It is a great way to complement your Year 10 or 12
certificate.

A number of OAS opportunities are available or being planned this year. If you are
interested in any of these, or have other ideas, send me an email:

● OAS Paddling Program (scouts) - FULL!
● 14 & 29 Feb, 24 Mar - Branch Cycling - evening and afternoon rides
● 3 Mar - Come and try Sailing - FULL!
● Overnight canoe paddle - includes how to plan and a trip - Term 2
● 6-7 Apr - Scouts NSW flat Water canoeing trip
● 27-28 Apr - Scouts NSW white water paddling workshops
● 3-5 May - Thredbo Valley Trail with Branch Cycling
● 27 Jul - Intro to Cross Country skiing (scouts, vennies, rovers)
● 17-18 Aug - Intro to Snow Camping (scouts, vennies)

If you want to have a great adventure, but think it is too expensive, consider applying for
the Dick & Pip Smith Leadership through Adventure Fund (LTAF). The fund will pay for up
to 80% of your adventure, providing you plan it and lead it. Email LTAF@scouts.com.au for
more information. Youth members from all sections are encouraged to apply.
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Special Interest Areas
The Aussie Peace Walk is a two-day intercultural walking festival that draws participants
to Canberra from around the world to experience the sights and sounds of ‘the Bush
Capital. Join us on one walk or take on one of the two walk combinations. Walks range from
7 km to 42 km, Let’s foster peace and understanding by forging new connections with our
fellow walkers. For more information visit https://aussiepeacewalk.com.au/.

Mulga Scouts is running the Canberra Show Carparking again this year and we need youth
members to help us out with the logistics. This is a major fundraising activity for our group,
and the funds raised will be used to pay for much-needed repairs and equipment to enable
Mulga Scout Group to attend the Governor General Camp and AJ2005 . It will also be a
really good opportunity for your Groups to advertise how good Scouting is for young
people. For more information contact Caroline Sund, Mulga Group Leader.

Youth Engagement
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment

We would like to welcome Madison Watson-Bell to the Program Team, who is joining us as
the new Branch Commissioner Youth Leadership, Training and Development. Madi will be
organising our regular youth leadership courses - stayed tuned for more details.

The Australian School of Entrepreneurship
in partnership with Westpac is running the
Westpac Youth Impact Challenge, a
nationwide initiative open to all young
people (7–21 years old) around Australia.
The Challenge aims to help young
Australians solve problems in their local or
global communities.

To take part, identify a local or global problem and brainstorm an innovative business or
social change idea to solve it. You can choose to work individually, or in a group of up to
three.

Submit your idea and go into the running to win an exclusive prize pack, including a
Microsoft Surface device, the opportunity to pitch to industry professionals, and one-on-one
mentoring and support! Submissions close: Friday, 5 April 2024. For more information visit
https://www.youthimpactchallenge.com.au.
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Branch Scout Council update
Lachlan Li, BSC Chair

I hope everyone has had a wonderful, adventurous Christmas and New Year break.

Our next meeting is 7:00-8:30 February the 12th at the Branch Hall in Garran - any groups
with free halls for future meetings, feel free to flick me an email. We'd like 1-2 BSC Reps
from each group - Tuggeranong and Gungahlin Scouts, we want more of you! As always,
there will be pizza.

On the agenda currently are AJ2025 & GG Camp updates as well as some housekeeping:
BSC Exec elections, etc... Also, a reminder that AJ2025 Badge and Shirt designs are due by
the 18th of Feb! Equally, Roadshow dates are filling up so do message Seahorse if you are
interested.

BSC is key for Scout voice within Branch so please come along!

Branch Rover Council update
Bryn Catlin, BRC Chair

Greetings, Scouts ACT!

As we dive into the new year, we're
excited to share some highlights from our
recent participation in the National Rover
Council (NRC) Conference held in
Brisbane. Members of the ACT BRC
executive had the incredible opportunity
to come together with representatives from across Australia to discuss, brainstorm, and
plan for exciting new initiatives in 2024. Here are some of the highlights from the
Conference.

1. Exploring Funding Opportunities
One of the key topics of discussion at the
conference revolved around securing
additional funding to support the NRC
and Rovers all around Australia. Our
Rovers engaged in productive
conversations, exchanged innovative
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ideas, and explored various avenues to ensure sustainable financial support for our Rover
programs and initiatives.

2. Indigenous Name Tapes Proposal
Another significant initiative that emerged
from the conference was the proposal for
Indigenous Name Tapes as part of our
uniform. We're committed to promoting
inclusivity and honouring the rich cultural
heritage of Australia's Indigenous
communities. To achieve this, we are
beginning the process of consulting with
local Indigenous communities and land
councils to incorporate the names of the
local indigenous land and nations our Rovers meet and conduct our program. This is an
exciting new step for the Rover section toward reconciliation and recognition of Indigenous
Australians sovereignty. Once proper consultation has been achieved, we will then work
with our other Branch Rover Councils around Australia, to have proposals for these tapes to
be brought to National.

3. National Youth Forum
The conference also marked the inception
of a new initiative – the National Youth
Forum. This forum aims to amplify the
voices of all youth members across Scouts
Australia, providing a platform for them to
share their perspectives, ideas, and
concerns. Through the National Youth
Forum, we aim to promote active youth
participation and ensure that their voices
are heard and valued within our
organisation. The NRC will work out a Program that it will bring up to National for
endorsement so stay tuned.

As we reflect on our experiences at the NRC Conference, we're filled with inspiration and
enthusiasm for the future of our Rover community in 2023. The insights gained and the
connections made during this conference will undoubtedly shape our actions and initiatives
in the months to come.
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We're excited to embark on this journey of growth, inclusion, and empowerment, and we
invite each and every one of you to join us in shaping the future of Rovering in the ACT and
beyond.

Stay tuned for more updates and opportunities to get involved as we continue to strive for
excellence and make a positive impact within our community and beyond.

Upcoming Events
Jacinta Henderson, Branch Commissioner Events

Northside Mob Riot - Wonderful Water
Diddams Close
Wednesday March 13th
Arrive 5:20pm
Opening Ceremony 5:30pm
Pick-up at 7:00pm
Cost $6
Booking and paying through Operoo
The Mob Riot will be at the Diddams Close
Playground.

GG Camp
Where: Government House, Canberra
When: 24 - 29 September 2023
Registrations:
https://bit.ly/ggcamp2023registrations

The excitement is building, and your
adventure awaits at Governor-General’s Camp
2024. The second payment is approaching,
and we wouldn't want you to miss out on this
epic experience.

Experience the thrill of a lifetime at GG’s
Camp 2024, held at the magnificent
Government House, nestled in the heart of Canberra. Embark on an action-packed program
where adventure knows no bounds. From high ropes courses to canoeing on picturesque
lakes, the opportunities for adrenaline-pumping activities are endless. Immerse yourself in
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team-building activities and forge lifelong friendships with fellow Scouts from all over the
country. With the bonus of exploring the rich history and culture of Government House, this
camp promises unforgettable memories and an adventure like no other.

Interested in getting involved in Branch Events?
Below is a list of events that we are still looking for organisers for, if an organiser isn’t
found the event won’t happen.

● 21st September - Joey Scout Campfire
● 24th November - Joey Jaunt

How to apply to run a Branch Event
To apply to run a Branch event, you will need to log into Operoo and complete an Activity
Approval Form. This form covers the following: Activity Overview Activity Location Dates
Budget Emergency Information List of Leaders assisting Participant attendance Risk
Assessment Once the form is submitted a commissioners will contact you if they require
more information prior to approval. Once gaining approval, the Commissioner requires
monthly updates until the event concludes.

AJ2025 - 26th Australian Jamboree
Michelle Taylor, Contingent Leader

Well less than a 339 days to go now so time to start
registering.

The contingent team is ready to come out and do a
roadshow to Scouts and Venturers about AJ2025
and processes so please book in to make sure you
get your preferred date.
cl.jamboree@scoutsact.com.au.

Who can come is an important question so please see below for age requirements.
● Scouts: 11-14 years
● Venturer Participant: 15-16 years
● Venturer Service: 16-17 years

Scouts, we need you - don’t forget the ACT badge and contingent shirt design is due by
18th February so the BSC can vote for the best design. Please contact your leaders for the
blank designs for you to work with.
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Over 18 at anytime during the Jamboree make sure you get your blue card application in
process but go onto OLEMS and submit your application.

Activities still to be decided but some ideas the AJ2025 activity team are considering.
● On-Site Activities (Woodwork, Abseiling, BMX Biking, Water Slide, Arts, Laser Tag,

many more)
● Off-Site Activities (Water Activities, Theme Parks, City Excursions)
● Visiting The Mall (Contingent HQ’s, Mini Arena, Shops)
● Entertainment (Arena shows, AJ’s Got Talent, Discos)

Branch Planning Day
Craig Robilliard, Assistant Chief Commissioner Group Support

A huge thankyou to everyone that attended the leaders Branch Planning Day on 20
January. It was a welcome opportunity to connect with other leaders, share activity and
programming ideas, learn what’s on offer from the many ACT specialist teams and spend
some time discussing quality scouting.
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Your leaders connected, made new friends and engaged with over 20 branch specialist
teams on the Branch Planning Day at Camp Cottermouth. Leaders said they wanted more
opportunities to get together, section based email lists, age specific learning on a range of
topics and access to information on quality programs and scout-appropriate service
providers. More to come on plans to make this happen!

Website Redevelopment
Andrew Newbery, IT Committee

The Scouts ACT Branch IT Committee are looking at redeveloping our website:
ScoutsACT.com.au.

As one of the first stages of redevelopment, we are seeking feedback on the existing
website, and any ideas you have on how we can improve it. To achieve this consultation we
have set up a quick online survey that we are hoping that everyone will complete for us.

The link to the survey is below, or if you prefer you can use the link on the Website
Redevelopment page on the Scouts ACT website (click on the Member Links menu and
then Website Redevelopment).

Survey link: https://forms.gle/75xh3o6dEet83dcDA You can complete this survey multiple
times if you have different roles in Scouting if you want. The Scouts ACT Website Survey
will close on 29 February 2024

The Website Redevelopment Project page also lists the suggestions we have had so far,
and allows you to send in ideas at any time via the Feedback Form there.
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Leader Training
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development

Registrations close soon for the March 02-03 Scouting Adventure #418
(Youth Program Leader Training for Leaders of Youth) and March 02-03
Scouting Management #421 (Program Support Leader Training for
Leaders of Adults). Register via the Register for Training link under
Member Links on the Scouts ACT website.

To see a full calendar of all Woodbadge and Adventurous Activity Events
and Training throughout the year, just scan this code.

National News
The latest issue of National News is out, including:

● Get ready for AJ2025
● New Diversity and Inclusion Standard released
● Introducing the New Deputy National Commissioner Youth Program
● Memorable experience at WA OneCamp Eclipse
● Aurora Venturers Cradle Mountain Adventure
● 2024 Australia Day Honours Award
● SAIT 2023 Year in Review
● Government Engagement at Group Level
● Lord Baden-Powell Society AJ2025 Appeal
● 2023-2024 State & Territory Landcare Awards
● Step up to unite for clean up Australia Day 2024
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