Branch Newsletter | March 2024

Chief’s Update

Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner

Welcome to the March 2024 Branch
Newsletter.

Well, what a month February has been. As
always, Scouts ACT has been very active in
the community with Mulga Scout Group
running the car parking at the Canberra
Show, Mt Taylor Scout Group running the
gelato stall at the Multicultural Festival,
Scouts from Southwell helping with a
working bee at Camp Cottermouth and a
group of ten young people from across all
five sections joining me at Parliament
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House to help launch the Parliamentary Friends of Scouting Group. We also had the

Training Team Conference, Tri-Lakes Regatta National Project and Event Management

training, 4WD course for Guides, Paddling and Canoe courses and | am sure that | have

missed something. We also have teams working really hard on the Governor General's

Camp in April, the Agoonoree in November, Gang Show in 2024 and the Australian

Jamboree in 2025.

If that is not exciting enough, | am pleased to advise that at its February meeting, the

Branch Executive Council approved the establishment of a new Venturer Unit at Mt Rogers

Scout Group (Charnwood) and a new Rover Unit to be based in the inner north.

As part of the response to the issues that were raised at the Branch Planning Day in

January, | am happy to

e welcome Madison Watson-Bell as the new Branch Commissioner Youth

Development and Training. Maddy’s primary role will be working with sections on

the delivery of youth leadership courses - an essential part of achieving a Peak

Award and encouraging youth members to earn VET qualifications through SAIT.
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e announce that David Cossart is working with the BRC and BVC on a Unit
Management Course to assist our Venturers and Rovers develop their unit
leadership skills

e advise that work has begun on Scouts ACT holding its first Agoonoree - a camp for
children outside of Scouting with special needs to go camping and enjoy classic
scouting activities, and

e that at our most recent meeting, the Branch Operations Team discussed how we can
re-invigorate Kanyanas, Seeonees and Mindaris to provide on-going training and
development in key Scouting issues. Thankyou to Alison Oakshott for organising the
first agile Seonee last Sunday. We are hoping to make an announcement on the next

event shortly.

Back in October, | told you about the amazing Adventurous Journey that 13th Canberra
Scout Group went on to K'Gari (formerly Fraser Island). To help make the journey happen,

the Group received funds from the Leadership Through Adventure Fund. Applications for

the next round of funding are now open, so if you have a great adventure idea, | would
strongly encourage you to review the guidelines and make an application. As 13th

Canberra proved, good proposals will be supported.

Finally, you would have seen that Scouts ACT is currently running a campaign to raise
funds for the Scout Fund. The Scout Fund provides assistance to enable children who might
otherwise be unable to do so, to become Youth Members or to participate

fully in the activities of Scouting. If you considering withdrawing your child from Scouts due
to financial pressure, please speak with your Group Leader or email me directly as we can

help.

Peak Awards

Lianne Halling, Branch Commissioner Milestones & Peak Awards

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, Peak Award notification forms should all now
come in through the new Operoo form. This form can be found through the members
area of the Scouts ACT website or directly through this link:

https://tinyurl.com/ScoutsACTPeakAwards

Congratulations to the following awardees who have recently completed their award.
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Joey Scout Challenge Award

Jade

Sobey

Lake Ginninderra

Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award

Riley Done Mulga
Hamish Mclintyre Birralee
Trinity Troeth LBGSS
Matilda Milsom LBGSS
Phillipa Driver LBGSS
Australian Scout Award

Leila Huang Garran
Patrick Barnes Birralee
James Bamford Weston

Youth Leadership Courses

Madison Watson-Bell, Branch Commissioner Youth Leadership, Training & Development

Hello everyone! | am Madison Watson-Bell, and | am the new Branch Commissioner for
Youth Leadership, Training and Development. My team and | have been working on
upcoming Scouting Leadership courses, here are the details!

WHEN: 3-5 May (Term 2)
WHERE: Camp Cottermouth

WHO: Cubs, Scouts and Venturers
HOW MUCH: $55 for Scouts/Venturers (Saturday & Sunday) , $20 for Cubs (Saturday only)

Look at for more details that will be sent out soon! Make sure you save the date for the next
course scheduled for Term 3 (20-22 September) and Term 4 (date TBC).

Hope to see you there!
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Youth Engagement

Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment

The Youth Disability Advocacy Network are currently looking for 10 disabled young people
(12-25 years old) from all over Australia to join their Project Advisory Group to co-design
and create resources (including videos, social media, blog posts, art, and zines) for an online
hub. This a paid opportunity and the applications close Monday, 4 March.

Youth Policy Submission is seeking young people (ages 18-28) to complete a 45-minute
interview about their lives, behaviours, and opinions about gender issues and Australian
society. Participants will be paid $60 for their time.

Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network is recruiting a new cohort of

Commonwealth Youth Activists (aged 18-29) to work on gender equality issues in local,

national, regional and Commonwealth agendas. Applications close on 15 March 2024.

Branch Scout Council update

Leila, BSC Vice Chair

The BSC has had a great start to the year, planning
different events for the year. We've got an epic list,
with some amazing events that you should be
looking forward to, such as the CURE and Scout
Olympics.

We've selected the badge and shirt design for
AJ2025 - the winners will be announced by the
Contingent Team shortly.

Lachlan and Leila, the Chair and Vice Chair of the
BSC, attended the Parliamentary Friends of Scouting
event, with the opportunity to meet MP’s and

Senators, as well as the Chief Commissioner of Scouts Australia, Brendan Watson OAM.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, March 27, location TBC. We will be holding our Exec
elections at our next meeting so definitely come along and nominate yourself! It's an
amazing opportunity to be part of the exec team, with chances to go to special events, and
being the first to know anything about scouts. You could also list your exec role as an SIA, if
you're working towards your peak award. For more information about the elections, visit

https://www.scoutsact.com.au/bsc-elections-2024.html.
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Branch Venturer Council update

Leanne, BVC Secretary

Our next BVC meeting is coming up on Wednesday, March 6, at Branch Office in Garran,
from 7:00-8:30pm. Last month we had a strong turnout of Venturers and are hoping for the
same next week. Please discuss with your units any items you want to address at the
meeting or activities that you having coming up.

ltems currently on the agenda include

e Special guests from Daniel, the Deputy Chief Commissioner, and Elizabeth, the
Branch Commissioner for VET, to discuss the Unit management course and share
VET opportunities.

Unit plans for 2024 and their expected attendance for Dragon Skin

BVC, BRC, and Youth Empowerment reports

Upcoming events including Rock Venture and first aid courses

Updates to the AJ2025 website

Looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible!

BVC has organised some updates to our Sunscreen
film festival to make it more suitable to Units
interests. We will be introducing two categories this
year; a highlights reel (max 5 mins), and a short film
(max 10 mins). You can enter in either, or both, as we
encourage as much participation as possible.

The rules are similar to previous years;

Keep it scouting
Keep it appropriate
Follow the scout law and promise when
making your film
e Ask if you're unsure of anything

The deadline for submissions is one week before
Coast Venture, as we had a few last minute
complications last year. A marking rubric will be
created and sent out at the next BVC meeting, so if
you have any suggestions, please come along.

Get started, get creative, and have a great time filming!
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Upcoming Events

Jacinta Henderson, Branch Commissioner Events

Northside Mob Riot - Wonderful Water
Diddams Close

Wednesday March 13th

Arrive 5:20pm

Opening Ceremony 5:30pm

Pick-up at 7:00pm

Cost $6

Booking and paying through Operoo

The Mob Riot will be at the Diddams Close
Playground.

Southside Mob Riot - Champion Campers
Fadden Pines

Wednesday March 20th

Arrive 5:20pm

Opening Ceremony 5:30pm

Pick-up at 7:00pm

Cost $6

Booking and paying through Operoo

GG Camp

Where: Government House, Canberra

When: 14-19 April 2024
Registrations:_https:/bit.ly/agcamp2023reqgistrations

The excitement is building, and your adventure
awaits at Governor-General's Camp 2024. The
second payment is approaching, and we wouldn't

want you to miss out on this epic experience.

Experience the thrill of a lifetime at GG's Camp

2024, held at the magnificent Government House,

nestled in the heart of Canberra. Embark on an action-packed program where adventure
knows no bounds. From high ropes courses to canoeing on picturesque lakes, the
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opportunities for adrenaline-pumping activities are endless. Immerse yourself in
team-building activities and forge lifelong friendships with fellow Scouts from all over the
country. With the bonus of exploring the rich history and culture of Government House, this

camp promises unforgettable memories and an adventure like no other.

Interested in getting involved in Branch Events?
Below is a list of events that we are still looking for organisers for, if an organiser isn’t
found the event won'’t happen.

o 21st September - Joey Scout Campfire

e 24th November - Joey Jaunt

How to apply to run a Branch Event

To apply to run a Branch event, you will need to log into Operoo and complete an Activity
Approval Form. This form covers the following: Activity Overview Activity Location Dates
Budget Emergency Information List of Leaders assisting Participant attendance Risk
Assessment Once the form is submitted a commissioners will contact you if they require
more information prior to approval. Once gaining approval, the Commissioner requires

monthly updates until the event concludes.

Dragon Skin
Seren, BVC Vice Chair

Dragon Skin is a 4-day hiking/ camping competition,
Venturers spend the day going to activities and
completing fun tasks with their Patrols, and at night
you will go to camping areas where there are raves
and games.

Dragon Skin is over the Easter long weekend. The
BVC is again organising a bus which will leave on

the 29th of March (Friday) and return on the 1st of
April (Monday).

The cost depends on how many people are planning to take the bus, but it will probably be
around $70 per head.

The cut-off date to sign up for the bus through this form is the 15th of March.

W/Ai . PhOxD L
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All Ventures that would like to attend Dragon Skin must fill out this form. This will allow
BVC to know how many Venturers from the ACT would like to attend. This will also allow
us to know who wants to take the bus planned by BVC, and if anyone needs help being put

in a team or need someone for your team. More information will be coming out soon.

AJ2025 - 26th Australian Jamboree
Michelle Taylor, Contingent Leader

Well less than 339 days to go now so time to start

registering.

The contingent team is ready to come out and do a
roadshow to Scouts and Venturers about AJ2025
and processes so please book in to make sure you
get your preferred date.

Who can come is an important question so please
see below for age requirements.

e Scouts: 11-14 years

e Venturer Participant: 15-16 years

e Venturer Service: 16-17 years

Scouts, we need you - don'’t forget the ACT badge and contingent shirt design is due by
18th February so the BSC can vote for the best design. Please contact your leaders for the
blank designs for you to work with.

Over 18 at any time during the Jamboree make sure you get your blue card application in
process but go onto OLEMS and submit your application.

Activities still to be decided but some ideas the AJ2025 activity team are considering.
e On-Site Activities (Woodwork, Abseiling, BMX Biking, Water Slide, Arts, Laser Tag,
many more)
o Off-Site Activities (Water Activities, Theme Parks, City Excursions)
e Visiting The Mall (Contingent HQ'’s, Mini Arena, Shops)
e Entertainment (Arena shows, AJ’'s Got Talent, Discos)
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Leader Training

Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development

Training courses coming up for March & April 2024:
o #435 - 4WD Trained Participant - 16-17 March
e #436 - Pioneering Trained Participant - 16 March
e #437- Pioneering Trained Participant - 17 March
e #438 - Pioneering Guides and A/Guides - 16 March
e #421 - Scouting Management Course - 23-24 March
e 1#439 - Cycling Trained Participant - 23-24 March
e Mountain Biking Skills Ride
e #4729 - First Aid - 27 April
e #430 - First Aid - 28 April

Courses are filling fast - click here to register as applications for all the courses are closing

soon!

To see a full calendar of all Woodbadge and Adventurous Activity Events and Training

throughout the year, just scan this code.

Insurance Update

This is an important update regarding the Scouts ACT liability insurance coverage for
permitted and not permitted Scouting Activities. There is also information about some

activities that will have some limitations and require advance approval.

The current Scouts ACT Lliability insurance policy has been extended from 14 February to
30 November 2024. This has resulted in some changes to our policies and how we deliver
the Scout Program, effective immediately.

What is covered by the Liability Insurance Policy?

Most importantly, the activities covered by the Scouts Award Program are not affected by
this change and will continue to be covered as part of our program. Activities including
fundraising BBQs (including Bunnings BBQs), participation in festivals, arts performances
such as Gang Shows, and other community activities will continue to be covered by liability

insurance.

Risk assessment and approvals by the authorised and approved leaders will continue to be
required for activities including:
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e All rock-related activities including indoor and outdoor abseiling, rock climbing,
bouldering, caving, canyoning.

e \Water-based activities including canoeing, kayaking and scuba. If the activity
involves grade 2 or above rapids approval by the Branch Commissioner for
Adventurous Activities or their nominee must be obtained prior to the event. Note
that white water rafting is excluded.

e Any motorised vehicle-related activity. Note that if a vehicle is registered or is
required to be registered by local legislation, the policy does not apply while a
person or persons is or are in or on the vehicle.

e Any mountain bike, trail riding or related bicycle activity.

Any horse-related activity.

What is not covered by the liability policy?
There are 11 high-risk activities that are not covered under the new policy. These activities
are not recognised in Scouts ACT as normal Scouting activities, and participation in these

activities is prohibited. These activities are:

e \Vertical bungee jumping
e Hang gliding

e Parachuting

e Base jumping

e White-water rafting

e Fireball hockey

e Flaming ball

e Parasailing

e Parascending

e Motorsport racing

e Flying/aircraft operation — flying operations using commercial aircraft are

permitted

The updated Certificate of Currency for Scouts ACT Liability Policy is available on the
website for any activities or events that are planned in the future. This includes Bunnings

BBQs and many other events that are part of your fun and fundraising programs.

Fire Activities update

We know that multiple Units, typically in the older sections, have fire breathing & twirling
in their program throughout the year. Due to this, we have requested confirmation from the
Governance and Risk Committee if these activities are covered under the Liability Insurance
Policy. Until this response is received, these activities cannot be run. Further updates will be
sent out via Scouts|T and this newsletter as the information is received.

10



National News

The latest issue of National News is out, including:

26th Australian Jamboree registrations closing

2024 Jamboree on Pedals

NEC Non-Executive Director Vacancy

Get Ready for Clean Up Australia Day

Scouts Australia is looking for our next National General Manager

Nominate a Young Future Shaper to explore more!
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