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Chief’s Update
Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner

Welcome to the May 2024 Scouts ACT
Branch Newsletter.

The highlight of April was undoubtedly the
Governor-General’s Camp. While it was a
Scouts Australia event, Scouts ACT
provided the backbone that held the camp
together. It was a true team effort that
relied upon Scouts ACT volunteers each
doing their bit either in logistics; health and
welfare; leading the activities program,
towing trailers of gear on and off-site,
constructing gateways and towers, supporting youth at campsites, and running a VIP
program of visits. Without each and every one of their contributions, each of them playing
their part, the camp would not have been the success that it was. How successful, well you
just have to look at the smiles on the faces: Governor-General's Camp

There will be plenty of time to run our reviews. Yes, of course, we could have done some
things better; yes, we did need help in some areas (particularly from Scouts Victoria); yes,
without the spectacular weather things may have gone differently; however, we can be
proud that we have successfully run the largest Scout camp ever in the ACT and put Scouts
into the minds of many for the first time.

Onto other things. In the next week, I will distribute the new Branch team organisational
chart. The Operations Team have looked at the outcomes from the Branch Planning Day
held back in January, what we have already learned from the Governor-General’s Camp; the
feedback from Cuboree; feedback from Groups; consultations with the Branch Scout Council
and Branch Venturer Council and the Branch Rover Council; and revised the structure to
meet your needs in delivering the Scout Program in your sections in your Groups. Some of
the changes are already happening with Madi in her new role as Branch Commissioner
Youth Leadership, Training and Development delivering her first course this weekend. We
also have a better system now in place to capture and record peak awards and planning to
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progress on the next round of major events, including a RoVenture 2025 and Hoporee
2025.

Finally you would have seen that Scouts ACT has signed up to the Scouts Victoria Monster
Raffle. I know that a lot of Groups are now out and about selling tickets to help raise funds
to send members to Jamboree, help with hall maintenance, or the purchase of new
equipment. The Monster Raffle is a great success in Victoria with 75% of every dollar
raised being returned to Groups. So if you haven’t already bought a ticket or 10, I encourage
you to do so.

Canberra Gang Show
Lachlan Philips, Branch Commissioner Gang Show

Canberra Gang Show tickets are now on sale.!

Come and see what over 100 Scouts, Guides and
supporters from across 31 Groups and Rover Units have
been working on for most of the year. With a live band,
50 cast members on stage and a return to Erindale
Theatre, this year promises to be a great show. “Are we
there yet” is a road-tripping story full of catchy songs,
great dancing, and enough jokes to, well, fill up a show.

Support those involved and include it in your term 2
program with performances from 10-13 July.

We are still looking for youth members and adult support across the following areas;
● Makeup and hair (ages 14+)
● Wardrobe
● Security team (ages 18+)
● Front of House and support

The subscription cost for these roles is $60 per gang member. Click here to apply. Payment
details and consent forms will be sent through Operoo.

We also have places available across;
● Band (Ages 14+) - desperately seeking a bass player or other melodic instruments
● Technical (Ages 14+) including Set Construction, Backstage, Lighting and Sound

2

mailto:lachlan.phillips@scoutsact.com.au
https://www.trybooking.com/CRFXO
https://forms.gle/k3poaCNoGdgZjHPb7


Subscription costs for these roles is $120. Click here to apply. Payment details will be sent
along with consent forms through Operoo.

Peak Awards
Lianne Halling, Branch Commissioner Milestones & Peak Awards

Unfortunately, as emailed to recipients and Group Leaders, this term’s presentation had
to be cancelled due to venue issues. All awardees from the First and Second Terms will
be invited to the next presentation at the start of Term 3.

The new Operoo form for Peak Award Notifications has made the process much more
streamlined so please continue to submit awards in this way. I’m hoping we may soon
have an auto notification sent out when the form is approved so that Leaders are more
easily kept up to date with the status. https://tinyurl.com/ScoutsACTPeakAwards

Congratulations to the following awardees who have recently completed their award.

Joey Scout Challenge Award

Samuel Green Lake Burley Griffin

Rafferty Hill Lake Burley Griffin

Aryamaan Iyer Mt Mugga

Diyon Hettiarachchi Diamantina

Andrew Pollak Diamantina

Ryan Cross Diamantina

Daniel Zhang Diamantina

Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award
Adelle Holman Weston

Angus Cossens Amaroo

James Kropp Well Station

Rory Daley Well Station

Australian Scout Award
Ewan Kelly Amaroo

Patrick Clark Majura

Ashwyn Swainson 13th Canberra

Queen’s Scout Award
Hannah Dears Badimara
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Youth Leadership
Madison Watson-Bell, Branch Commissioner Youth Leadership, Training & Development

Over the weekend (4-5 May), we had a successful Youth Leadership Course at Camp
Cottermouth. It was a great time, and all the youth members who attended had lots of fun
learning new leadership skills. Thank you to all the leaders who helped and thank you to
the youth for your engagement and feedback! If you missed out this time, make sure you
save the dates for the next one:

● When: 21-22 September (Term 3)
● Where: Camp Cottermouth
● Who: Cubs, Scouts and Venturers
● How much: $60 for Scouts/Venturers (Saturday & Sunday), $25 for Cubs (Saturday

only)

Youth Engagement
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment

Applications are open for young people between the
ages of 12 and 25 to join the Australian
Government’s Youth Steering Committee. The Youth
Steering Committee will work with the Office for
Youth to provide advice to the Australian
Government about policies and programs for young
people. This will include providing advice to the
Office for Youth about the design and delivery of
actions in Engage! A strategy to include young
people in the decisions we make.

Apply at the Australian Youth Affairs Coalition website.

Branch Scout Council update
Congratulations to the Scouts who were recently elected to the BSC executive team:

● Luke - Chair (Lake Tuggeranong)
● Elin - Vice Chair (Garran)
● Hamish - Secretary (Les Explorateurs)
● Charlotte - Executive Member (Mt Taylor)
● Jack - Executive Member (Mulga)
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The Branch Scout Council is organising a wide games
night onWednesday 19 June 6:30-8:30 PM, at the
Branch Office in Garran. Join the BSC for spotlight,
capture the flag, and other classic wide games.
Registrations are now open!

Please register your Unit (one registration per Unit) to
be added to the Operoo form. Scout leaders will also
be able to catch up inside during the wide games to
chat and meet other Leaders.

Branch Venturer Council update
Our Chair and Vice Chair recently attended the Governor-General’s Camp, which as you
heard was a lot of fun. Recently BVC has had the idea to run smaller catch-ups between
meetings, like a barbeque at a Scout hall southside between meetings one time and then
the next maybe a catch-up northside between the next meetings, this way we can try and
reach out to as many groups as possible all across Canberra. We don't have any certain
details about this yet as it is only an idea, but we would love to hear your opinions on it and
gauge your interest.

Venturer-Rover trivia night is coming up on Saturday
25 May at the Lake Ginninderra Scout Hall. Operoo
forms have been sent to all registered Venturers and
Rovers.

Rock Venture is coming up on the 28-30 June and is a
camp for Venturers run by the Rock Team at Bungonia
National Park. Activities include caving, abseiling,
climbing, and potentially canyoning. More activities will
be held at night as well as an opportunity to sign off
higher stages OAS with the Rovers.

Upcoming Events
Jacinta Henderson, Branch Commissioner Events

Interested in getting involved in Branch Events?
Below is a list of events that we are still looking for organisers for. If an organiser isn’t
found, the event won’t happen.

● 24 November - Joey Jaunt
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How to apply to run a Branch Event
To apply to run a Branch event, you will need to log into Operoo and complete an Activity
Approval Form. This form covers the following: activity overview, activity location, dates,
budget, emergency information, list of Leaders assisting, participant attendance, and risk
assessment. Once the form is submitted, a Commissioner will contact you if they require
more information prior to approval. Upon gaining approval, the Commissioner requires
monthly updates until the event concludes.

AJ2025 – 26th Australian Jamboree
Michelle Taylor, Contingent Leader

Applications for AJ2025, the 26th Australian Jamboree
have closed.

If you have any questions, please contact:
● Michelle Taylor (Seahorse)
● AJ2025 Contingent Leader
● M: 0411 283 813
● E: cl.jamboree@scoutsact.com.au

Special Interest Areas
This June, join a pilot youth group program where young
people will live on ‘rations’ for three days to experience,
in a small way, what it’s like to live as a refugee. Just a
small amount of rice, flour, lentils, chickpeas, beans, fish
and oil.

Every participant is given a personal fundraising page so
they can ask friends and family to sponsor them. The
money youth groups raise will help provide emergency
food, healthcare and life-changing support to refugees
and communities affected by conflict and disaster,
empowering youth to make a tangible difference in the world.

For more information visit https://church.rationchallenge.org.au/ or contact
JHalliday@actforpeace.org.au.
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Training
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development

Training courses and Adventurous Activities coming up for May & June 2024:
● #440 - Four Wheel Driving Basic Trailer Skills - 11-12 May
● Survival Snippet - Shelter Building - 11 May
● Bushwalking - Skills Weekend - 11 May
● Scuba Weekend - 25-26 May
● #458 - Camping in the Cold Course - 02 June
● Survival Snippet - Knife Skills - 08 June
● #441- Pioneering Trained Participant - 15 June
● #442- Pioneering Trained Participant - 16 June
● #443 - Pioneering Guides and A/Guides - 16 June
● #423 - Scouting Leadership Course - 22-23 June
● Scuba Weekend - 29-30 June

Courses are filling fast - click here to register, as applications for all the courses are closing
soon!

Scanning the QR code will reveal a full calendar of all Woodbadge and Adventurous
Activity Events and Training throughout the year.

National News
The latest issue of National News is out, including:

● Looking for the next National Commissioner Adult Training and Development
● Governor-General’s Camp
● Contingent Leader Vacancies
● Leadership Through Adventure Awardees
● Australian Scout Jamboree Appeal
● Asia-Pacific Regional Scout Photo Contest
● 2024 Anzac Day Scout Swap Badge
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