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As we move into August, our Scouts are Training 6
making the most of the cold weather. We Training and Adventurous Activities
have two ski trips planned for the Calendar
upcoming weekend with seven groups Leader Opportunities 6
participating. I'm looking forward to Upcoming Training courses and
camping out in Jindabyne and dusting off Adventurous Activities 7
the cross-country skis, although

snowshoeing is an option as well. The

secret is to take two sleeping bags, a good woollen beanie and layer up to stay warm.

I've been chairing a small group to take a look at one of our administrative challenges -

improving the membership and appointments process. We identified seven key areas for

improvement and will be progressively rolling changes to these over the upcoming months:

e Simplifying the adult transfer form

e Streamlining the reference check process

e Separating membership from appointments

e Making it easier for Leaders to move from one section to another

e Confirming Leaders have met training requirements early in the process
e Cutting wait times

e Clarifying uniform requirements
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Finally, a quick plug for our Scouting Essentials course, which is being held at Camp
Cottermouth on 23-24 August. If you're keen to finish your leader training, knock off those
last eLearning modules and book in now!

Speak up and shape the Achievement Pathways

Sam De Rota, Branch Commissioner National Initiatives

Scouts Australia is inviting young people and Youth Program Leaders to take partin
local-led consultation during Term 3 to enhance the Achievement Pathways and make our
program even more impactful. Three tailored toolkits are now available:
e Little Sparks, Big Ideas — an interactive game for Joey Scouts and Cub Scouts to
capture their voices, designed to be run as part of a Unit night
e Our Path, Our Voice — a discussion activity for Scouts, Venturer Scouts and Rover
Scouts about what's working, what’s not and what’s next, designed to be run as
part of a Unit night
o Reflect &mp; Refine — for Group Leaders to facilitate a thought-provoking

discussion with their Youth Program Leaders at a Group Council meeting

The activities are simple to run — all you need to do is read the instructions, gather your Unit
or Leaders for an insightful conversation, and submit your findings. All responses must be
submitted using the online forms by September 26. Instructions and submission links are

available at; scouts.com.au/blog/2025/07/28/continuous-improvement/.

Children’s Week

Julie Long

Children’s Week is coming up in
October. This year, the theme is:
Everyone should know about
Children’s Rights (based on Article
42 in the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child).

Go to actchildrensweek.org.au for more information and resources on Children’s Week and

to apply for a Grant of up to $300 to run a special section night or to offset the costs of a

special event. The criteria asks that you run your event close to or in Children's Week,
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which can be mid-October/early-November. You are also asked to write a brief report on

your event afterwards and send it as requested.

Also you can nominate anyone within your group (child or adult) to receive an ACT
Children's Week Award. There are several categories and the process is simple.

I’m hoping to see a good number of Grant applications and Nominations from across Scouts

ACT in 2025. It's the easiest grant application you will ever write.

Youth Empowerment

Branch Scout Council
Elin, BSC Chair

During our last BSC meeting at the Garran Branch Office, the Branch Scout Council
discussed a variety of topics and potential events for terms three and four. We explored
several ideas for a BSC-organised event, taking into account the feedback from our July
survey—thank you to all units that contributed! Ultimately, we decided on the concept of a
BSC-organised outdoor metrogaining event. More information will be provided soon.

Additionally, the Branch Scout Council recently discussed early planning ideas for Cotter
Shield 2026 and decided on the theme "Blast To The Past", along with some rough activity
ideas. The BSC is excited to include a badge design competition for the 2026 event. Please
see below the guidelines for the Cotter Shield 2026 badge design competition:

e Must include the theme and text 'Blast To The Past' and 'Cotter Shield 2026'

e Consider history-inspired imagery in your design; potential inspirations could
include dinosaurs, medieval themes, First Nations art, the Victorian era, Ancient
Japan, etc

e Please do not over-complicate designs for the sake of badge printing expenses

e Must be either circle, square or hexagon in shape

e Send designs to BSC@scoutsact.com.au

While the BSC requests that participants submit their designs by our next meeting on
Wednesday, September 10 (location TBC), late submissions will also be accepted. Thank

you to everyone who chooses to participate!
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Upcoming Events

Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events

KubKars
Michelle Taylor, GL Lake Tuggeranong Sea Scouts

KubKars is back, put the date in your diary 30 August at the
Yarralumla Woolshed. More information will be posted on
ScoutsIT and Facebook shortly.

We will be ordering in bulk from the Scout Shop and will be
arranging pre-purchases for groups to get the cheapest

price, please contact Michelle if you would like to place an

order https://scoutshop.com.au/products/wooden-kub-kar-kit-each.

Whilst this is a Cubs only event for participants, many hands make light work so we are
looking for helpers, and are happy to offer roles to Venturers or Rovers who may need a

lead or assist or would like to develop an SIA.

Rock Venture

Branch Venturer Council

Save the date - Rock Venture returns to Bungonia National Park on 12-14 September. The
Vertical will be joining us to run caving and abseiling for Venturers, while the BVC will
organise fun social activities. More information and registration details will be sent to
Venturer Units soon.

ACT Hoporee

Emma Georgiou, Hoporee Camp Director

Hoporee will be held on 4-6 October. If you are interested
in assisting in the planning of the event, please contact

Emma Georgio at EmmaGeorgioul@hotmail.com.
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JOTA-JOTI
Rob Frederickson, BAL Radio

Save the date - the Jamboree on the Air-Jamboree on the
Internet will be held this year on 18-19 October. Our plan
this year is for three sites Units can visit:

e Mt Mugga Scout Hall, this will utilise the CRARC
Radio Shack and some external setups in the
grounds of the hall using a HF, VHF, UHF and a
variety of digital modes.

e Radio Shack at Cotter again using HF, VHF, UHF and
digital.

e Mt Stromlo, in partnership with the ANU.

More information will be published soon on the Scouts ACT website. We are looking
forward to a successful JOTA-JOTI 2025.

Pathways Branch Cub Camp

Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team ACT ERANCH
— CUB CAMP

This Group-based camp will gather ACT and NSW cubs
and guides at the Cottermouth on 14-16 November for a

weekend of fun and activities. Express your interest in the

camp by submitting an expression of interest:
https://forms.gle/GKEyDZ7ajL Df88iG8.

Please visit our website or Facebook Group for more information.

Coast Venture

Branch Venturer Council

All Venturer Units are invited to mark their calendars for Coast Venture, which will be held
on 12-14 December at Lake Tabourie. The BVC will be announcing more details in the

coming months,
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National News

The latest issue of National News is out, including:

e Happy World Scout Day
e Help Us Shape the Achievement Pathways
e 2025 Adult Recognition Award (ARA) Recipients

e Registrations are open for OneCamp 2026 - Discover!
Training

Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar
Every Course and activity for 2025 can be found in one place! Please click and share this
link to view the live calendar so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep

up to date with Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated.

Leader Opportunities

Are you passionate about your section? Want to organise the next Mindari or section
equivalent, or maybe create something new? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are
positions for leaders of the Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections.

In these roles you would:
1. Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders.
2. Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders.
3. Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant
Section.
4. Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant

Section.

In addition, we are also looking to expand the training team more broadly. So if you are
interested in starting on that journey, and contributing to the growth and development of
both leaders and youth members, please send your expressions of interest to the training

email inbox (training@scoutsact.com.au).
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Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities
e #531 - Survival School - 15-17 August 2025
e #5033 - Pioneering for GUides & Assistant Guides - 16 August 2025
e 1#483 - Scouting Essentials - 23-24 August 2025
e 1#485 - Scout & Venturer Scout Leadership Course - 23-24 August 2025
o #484 - Cub Scout Leadership - 24 August 2025

Courses are filling fast - click here to reqgister, as applications for all the courses are closing

soon!


https://extranet.act.scouts.asn.au/TrainingACT/Registration/default.php
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