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Chief’s Update 
Daniel Bartlett, Acting Chief 
Commissioner 
 
Welcome to another fantastic month of 
Scouting, while the rest of Canberra is 
turning the central heating up or flying 
north, we’re heading to the mountains to 
go cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and 
polishing our survival skills while 
camping in the cold or finding the thickest 
wetsuits for some SCUBA adventures. 
 
The BEC has asked me to stand in as 
acting Chief Commissioner for a period of 
up to three months. During that time, I’ll 
be working with our leadership teams to 
ensure continuity of program delivery for 
our young people. I would like to thank 
Brent for his three years of service in the 
role and for truly lifting the profile of 
Scouting in the community. 
 
I’ve got my tickets to Gang Show next week and have registered for the Hoporee in October 
and the Pathway’s camp in November. Hopefully I’ll see you there! I’m also watching 
Facebook and Instagram to see what adventures our Rovers get up to in Iceland and at the 
World Moot in Portugal. 
 
In June, we farewelled Andy Butt (ACC Adult Training) and David Neumann (BC 
Adventurous Activities), who have contributed with great passion and commitment to the 
organisation and led the training of so many of our members. They will be greatly missed.
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Canberra Gang Show 
David Cossart OAM, Branch Commissioner Gang Show & 2025 Producer 
Emma Burr, Branch Commissioner Gang Show & 2026 Producer 
 
Canberra Gang Show has 115 Cast and Crew 
rehearsing and building sets to entertain  you 
and your family at the Erindale Theatre for the 
following performances: 

●​ Wednesday 9 July – 7.30pm for our 
Opening performance. 

●​ Friday 11 July – 7.30pm Performance. 
●​ Saturday 12 July – 1.30pm Matinee and 

7.30pm Final performance. 

This year’s theme is A Race to Space.  You will 
follow two patrols; one north, one south as they 
battle it out to have the most intense 
adventurous journey ever seen. This takes them across the Solar System and pushes the 
boundaries of "remote supervision" to the limit.  

Tickets are selling fast and you can secure yours at 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1391646 

Children’s Week 
Julie Long 
 
Children’s Week is coming up in 
October. This year, the theme is: 
Everyone should know about 
Children’s Rights (based on Article 
42 in the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child). 
 
Go to actchildrensweek.org.au for more information and resources on Children’s Week and 
to apply for a Grant of up to $300 to run a special section night or to offset the costs of a 
special event. The criteria asks that you run your event close to or in Children's Week, 
which can be mid-October/early-November. You are also asked to write a brief report on 
your event afterwards and send it as requested. 
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Also you can nominate anyone within your group (child or adult) to receive an ACT 
Children's Week Award. There are several categories and the process is simple. 
 
I’m hoping to see a good number of Grant applications and Nominations from across Scouts 
ACT in 2025. It's the easiest grant application you will ever write. 
 
 

Scout Fellowship 
John Feint, ACT Scout Fellowship Chair 
 
Are you between Scout roles? Are you a Rover recently 
booted?  Want to stay connected to the Movement? 
 
You have two options:  join ACT Scout Fellowship to help 
support Scouts in the ACT at Branch and Group level, mentor 
new and developing Leaders, pursue your own projects in 
Scouting, help with fundraising, recruitment or marketing of 
Scouting; or you can ask to be added to our mailing list to stay connected.  Remember, you 
can hold an existing warrant and be a Fellowship member.   
 
Fellowship holds regular meetings and social events.  Our next meeting is on Saturday 9 
August at 10am at Branch Office in Garran.  There is no July meeting as our date would 
clash with the final day and night of Gang Show and I am sure I will see you there. 
 
Enquiries about ACT Scout Fellowship to John Feint on 0423 812 049 or by email to 
john.feint@scoutsact.com.au  
 
 

National News 
The latest issue of National News is out, including: 

●​ Victoria to host AJ2028 
●​ 23rd National Rover Moot 
●​ Discover, Grow, and Adventure Together at OneCamp - Discover 2026 
●​ Asia-Pacific Region photo content 
●​ Updated adult Code of Conduct training 
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Youth Empowerment 
 

Branch Scout Council 
Elin, BSC Chair 
 
At our last BSC meeting, which took place at Birralee Scout Hall, the Branch Scout Council 
shared updates from each unit with representatives present. We also had an extensive 
discussion on the BSC's goals and aspirations for the next 12 months, the purpose and 
direction of our meetings going forward, and ideas for future BSC activities and events. 
 
Our next BSC meeting will be on Monday, 28 July, with the location TBC.  
 
The BSC is also eager to hear from local Scout units regarding the types of activities they 
would like us to organise for next term. It would be greatly appreciated if leaders could 
please discuss this with their units and complete the survey on this below by Tuesday 8 
July, so we can start planning and finalise a date - thank you! The link to the survey is: 
https://forms.gle/DegPC9qUjGvDFSeX8. 
 
 

International Opportunities 
Georgia Elliott, Branch International Commissioner 
 
This month we wish the 16 Rovers and Leaders who 
are travelling to the World Scout Moot in Portugal 
well as they embark on their travels and the 
adventure of a lifetime! The participants will be 
participating in Paths across Portugal, before coming 
together near Porto for onsite activities. We look 
forward to hearing their stories on their return!  
 
Branch Friendship Tours  
A group of six Rovers from Old Parliament House Rover Scout Unit have also recently 
completed a Branch Friendship Tour to hike the Laugavegur Trek and the Fimmvörðuháls in 
Iceland, with the support of the Leadership Through Adventure Fund.  We will share more 
about their journey upon their return, but have you ever considered running a BFT?  
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Branch Friendship Tour is members of one group or branch heading 
overseas for either service projects, cultural exchanges, camping 
events and outdoor adventure activities. Branch Friendship Tours 
provide an opportunity for Units to challenge themselves to plan their 
own international Scouting experience. The program could include 
tasks towards the Outdoor Adventure Skills or a cultural exchange 
with Scouts from another country. Your Unit gets to select their own 
purpose for your Branch Friendship Tour. 
 
Want to know more? Email georgia.elliott@scoutsact.com.au or check out the International 
Travel Guide.  
 
Ross Hohnen & Jack Deeble Scholarships: Applications open for Scouts, Venturers and 
Rovers!  
There is less than 1 week until applications for the Ross Hohnen and Jack Deeble 
scholarships are due. Applications close Tuesday 8th July. All eligible Scouts, Venturers, 
Rovers and young leaders have been invited to apply in Operoo. 

These Scholarships are supported by the Arthur Shakespeare Foundation for Scouting. 

 The Ross Hohnen Memorial International Scholarship for Rovers and Young Leaders 
(18-30) to assist in attending a major international scouting event in 2025 or 2026. 

 The Jack Deeble Memorial Youth Development Scholarship to assist a Scout or 
Venturer, or a number of Scouts or Venturers, to attend an International Scouting event or a 
unique National Scouting event in 2025 or 2026. 

Both will take the form of a grant of up to $A3000 (to a maximum of 80% of the total cost 
of the trip), funds permitting. More information is available in the application form in 
Operoo. Applications can be submitted through Operoo, due 8th July. All applicants require 
two referee reports and an endorsement from their group.  
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Upcoming Events 
Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events 
 

KubKars 
Michelle Taylor, GL Lake Tuggeranong Sea Scouts 
 
KubKars is back, put the date in your diary 30th August at the Yarralumla Woolshed. More 
information will be posted on ScoutsIT and Facebook shortly.  
 
We will be ordering in bulk from the Scout Shop and will be arranging pre-purchases for 
groups to get the cheapest price, please contact Michelle if you would like to place an order 
https://scoutshop.com.au/products/wooden-kub-kar-kit-each. 
 
Whilst this is a Cubs only event for participants, many hands make light work so we are 
looking for helpers, and are happy to offer roles to Venturers or Rovers who may need a 
lead or assist or would like to develop an SIA. 
 
 

ACT Hoporee  
Emma Georgiou, Hoporee Camp Director  
 
Hoporee will be held on 4-6 October 2025. If you are 
interested in assisting in the planning of the event, please 
contact Emma Georgio at EmmaGeorgiou1@hotmail.com. 
 
 

 
Pathways Branch Cub Camp 
Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team 
 
This Group-based camp will gather ACT and NSW cubs 
and guides at the Cottermouth on  14-16 November 
2025 for a weekend of fun and activities. Express your 
interest in the camp by submitting an expression of 
interest: https://forms.gle/GKEyDZ7ajLDf88iG8.  
 
Please visit our website or Facebook Group for more information. 
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Training 
 

Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar 
Every Course and activity for 2025 can be found in one place! Please click and share this 
link to view the live calendar so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep 
up to date with Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated. 
 

Leader Opportunities 
Are you passionate about your section? Want to organise the next Mindari or section 
equivalent, or maybe create something new? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes 
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for 
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are 
positions for leaders of the Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections. 
 
In these roles you would: 

1.​ Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders. 
2.​ Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders. 
3.​ Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant 

Section. 
4.​ Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant 

Section. 

In addition, we are also looking to expand the training team more broadly. So if you are 
interested in starting on that journey, and contributing to the growth and development of 
both leaders and youth members, please send your expressions of interest to the training 
email inbox (training@scoutsact.com.au).  

Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities 
●​ #523 - Alpine Leader Training: Snow Camp - 12 July 2025 
●​ #501 - Pioneering Trained Participant course - 13 July 2025 
●​ #530 - Survival Snippet – Search & Rescue - 19 July 2025 
●​ #520 - First Aid - 02 August 2025 - Filling Fast just $50 
●​ #521 - First Aid - 03 August 2025 - Filling Fast just $50 
●​ #524 - Alpine Leader Training Ski Tour - 09 August 2025 
●​ #531 - Survival School - 15-17 August 2025 
●​ #503 - Pioneering for GUides & Assistant Guides - 16 August 2025 
●​ #483 - Scouting Essentials - 23-24 August 2025 
●​ #485 - Scout & Venturer Scout Leadership Course - 23-24 August 2025 
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●​ #484 - Cub Scout Leadership - 24 August 2025 
 
Courses are filling fast - click here to register, as applications for all the courses are closing 
soon! 
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