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Chief’s Update

Brent Juratowitch, Chief Commissioner

Hello Everyone

Welcome to our June 2025 Branch
Newsletter.

| want to first welcome all those new
members to Scouting. Over the course of
this year, 126 young people have started
their Scouting journey with us. Just as

importantly, more Scouts are continuing

their journey and moving on to Venturers.

Overall our youth membership is up in
every section, led by the Joeys whose

numbers are up nearly 20%.

To all those parents and carers new to
Scouting, as you can see we have a very

exciting and full program of events

planned for the rest of 2025 and beyond.

However, if at any time you feel the
pressure of Scout fees and charges
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please contact your Group Leader as we have received funding from the ACT Government

to help keep your child in Scouts.

While our youth membership is up, our Adult Leader numbers have stalled. Scouts ACT

has joined with Scouts Victoria in looking at flexible volunteering models. Daniel Bartlett,

Deputy Chief Commissioner, is convening a number of working groups to review the

recently released research. The goal is to come up with a number of recommendations on

how we can get more volunteers (not just Leaders) to not only share the load but also

experience what Scouts can offer adults involved in the movement.

Happy and safe Scouting everyone.
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Volunteering Model Research

Daniel Bartlett, Deputy Chief Commissioner

The outcomes of the national volunteering survey, managed by McCrindle, have now been

published on our website. This incorporates responses from 2,984 Adult Volunteers, 977
Scouting Parents and 76 Scouting Staff as well as 1,105 members of the general

Australian population.

The next step is to undertake a number of targeted focus groups for a deeper dive into your
volunteering experience, barriers and opportunities. If you would like to be involved in one
of these, please contact me on daniel.bartlett@scoutsact.com.au. Focus groups planned for
the ACT are:

New Leaders - Saturday 21 June 10-11.30am (Branch Office, Garran)

AA Leaders - Saturday 21 June 1-2.30pm (Branch Office, Garran)

Rovers - Thursday 26 June 6-7.30pm (Branch Office, Garran)

In addition, McCrindle is also looking for a few parents from each branch to complete a
quick 15 minute interview to share your experiences and expectations around getting

involved with Scouts. Please let me know on daniel.bartlett@scoutsact.com.au if you'd like

to be involved.

Canberra Gang Show
David Cossart OAM, Branch Commissioner Gang Show & 2025 Producer

Emma Burr, Branch Commissioner Gang Show & 2026 Producer

Canberra Gang Show has 115 Cast and Crew
rehearsing and building sets to entertain you
and your family at the Erindale Theatre for the
following performances:

e Wednesday 9 July — 7.30pm for our

Opening performance.
e Friday 11 July — 7.30pm Performance.
e Saturday 12 July — 1.30pm Matinee and

7.30pm Final performance.

This year’s theme is A Race to Space. You will
follow two patrols; one north, one south as they
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battle it out to have the most intense adventurous journey ever seen. This takes them

across the Solar System and pushes the boundaries of "remote supervision" to the limit.

Tickets are selling fast and you can secure yours at
https:/www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1391646

Expressions of Interest - Gang Show Production Director

Scouts ACT invites Expressions of Interest from members of Scouts and Guides for the
volunteer position of Production Director, Canberra Gang Show 2026/27. The Production

Director is nominally a two (2) year appointment. A third-year extension may be offered.

As this is James Daly’s last year as Director, we are looking for an energetic young person
to take over as Director for Gang Show 2026-27.

Canberra Gang Show is one of the most cherished Scouting and Guiding traditions,
showecasing the creativity, collaboration, and talent of our youth. The Production Director
plays a central role in shaping the artistic vision and overseeing the planning, leadership,

and delivery of the Show.

This is a unique opportunity for a Rover or Guide to lead a major youth-led activity that
brings together youth members of Scouts, Guides, Adult members, other volunteers, and

the wider community.
We are seeking a member of Scouts or Guides, preferably under the age of 30 years, who:

e Demonstrates strong leadership, creativity, and organisational skills.

e Is passionate about performing arts and youth engagement.

e Has experience in Gang Show or similar productions (on or off stage).

e Can work effectively with youth and adult volunteers in a team environment.
e |s committed to the values of Scouting and Guiding and creating an inclusive,

positive experience for all participants.

To apply:
Please submit an Expression of Interest (maximum 1-2 pages) outlining:

e Your relevant experience in Scouting or Guiding

e Your relevant experience in the performing arts.

e Your leadership approach and communication style.
e Your vision for the future of Canberra Gang Show.

e Any relevant qualifications or achievements.
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Submit your EOI to: Branch Commissioner, Gang Show - gangshow@scoutsact.com.au by
4pm Saturday 14 June 2025.

If you have questions or would like to discuss the role further, please contact Emma Burr on
0423 687 859.

Take this opportunity to lead something extraordinary — we're excited to see how you’ll
shape the next season of Canberra Gang Show.

Special Interest Area seminars

Are you a Leader or Youth Member looking to
better understand how to implement Special
Interest Areas (SIAs) across all age sections,

especially Joey Scouts and Cub Scouts?

You're invited to two FREE online webinars that
will cover:

e Planning & Generating project ideas

e Project Patrols vs individual work

e How to involve your Unit step-by-step

Session 1: Thursday 19 June — 7:30 PM AEST
Session 2: Saturday 21 June — 10:30 AM AEST
[ Open to all Leaders & Youth Members

£ Both sessions will be recorded

Register now and let the National Youth Program Team know any specific topics or
questions you'd like covered! https://bit.ly/4AmOUKOg
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Youth Empowerment

Branch Scout Council
Elin, BSC Chair

Recently, the Branch Scout Council had the
privilege of hosting Satara Uthayakumaran, the
Australian Youth Representative to the United

Nations, at our latest meeting as part of her
national youth listening tour across Australia. Satara engaged us in discussions about our
hopes, challenges, and perspectives on both domestic and international issues. We had

insightful and inspiring conversations on relevant topics, such as the current cost-of-living
crisis and the challenges facing Australian youth today. A huge thanks again to Satara for

providing us with such a unique, insightful and wonderful opportunity!

At the same meeting, the BSC also invested and officially welcomed our new 2025
executive, including Millie, Lillian, Meith and Will. We wish them the best of luck and look

forward to working with them in the year ahead.

Our next BSC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 18 June, and will run from 7:00 to
8:30PM, at the Birralee Scout Hall in Gungahlin..

Branch Venturer Council
Lachlan, BVC Secretary

The ACT Branch Venturer Council (BVC) is looking forward to our next meeting on
Wednesday 2 July from 7:00-8:30PM at the Branch Scout Hall in Garran! We encourage all
Venturers to join us and have their voices heard as we discuss upcoming events and

important issues.

We're especially excited to announce our film competition, “Sunscreen,” which will be a
highlight at Coast Venture later this year. Whether you’re a budding filmmaker or want to
have some fun with your Unit, this is your chance to get creative and show off your
storytelling skills. Start brainstorming your ideas now - there will be some great prizes up
for grabs!


mailto:chair.bsc@scoutsact.com.au
mailto:secretary.bvc@scoutsact.com.au

Don'’t forget to follow the BVC on Instagram at
@actventurers for all the latest updates, event
highlights, and behind-the-scenes moments
from across the Branch. It's the best way to stay
connected, see what other Units are up to, and
share your own adventure - tag us in your posts

and stories to be featured!

On a national level, we recently responded to
the National team to strongly voice our support
for the continuation of standalone Ventures. We
believe that keeping Ventures as a distinct and
vibrant event is vital for our section and ensures
the best possible experience for all Venturers
across Australia.

As always, we welcome your input and

enthusiasm - see you at the July meeting!

Branch Rover Council
Jacinta Tarlington, BRC Engagement Officer

Ready for some hoedown dancing, leather up your cowboy or girl boots and strap on your

hat. That's right, we are going line dancing!

If you know a Venturer who has just aged out and is looking for a Rover Unit to join, or you
are a current Venturer who wants to learn and engage with Rovers, this event is for you!

This invitation is open to current Venturers & Rovers.

Rover Day (or Rover Night) is about engaging and connecting with our fellow Rovers in
meaningful ways and building conversations. Teaming with our fellow Rover Unit, this
activity is to showcase what Rovers do and the reasons why you should join the wider

community of ACT Rovers.

Join us on Monday 23 June from 7:30-9:30PM at the Lake Tuggeranong Sea Scouts Hall.

Operoo Forms are coming soon. Be on the lookout for more information soon.
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International Opportunities

Georgia Elliott, Branch International Commissioner

New Zealand Contingent Leader Applications
2026: Could you give it a shot?

Are you ready to lead the adventure of a lifetime?

We're on the lookout for passionate and
experienced Rovers and Leaders to step up as

Contingent Leaders for two exciting events:

e 83rd Aotearoa/New Zealand Rover Moot
e 24th Aotearoa/New Zealand Jamboree

These events are an incredible opportunity to represent Australia, build unforgettable

experiences, and support our members as they explore everything New Zealand Scouting

has to offer.

Think you've got what it takes to lead from the front?

Apply now and take the first step in shaping an unforgettable international journey.

Applications close 11:59pm AEST Friday 20 June 2025 — don’t miss out!

More info: https://forms.office.com/r/acgHiJRYau

National News

The latest issue of National News is out, including:
e Scouts ACT Joins UN Listening Tour
e Our Plan to Enhance the Youth Program
e 2025 SDG Challenge Badge
e APR photo contest
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Upcoming Events

Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events

ACT Hoporee

Emma Georgiou, Hoporee Camp Director

Hoporee will be held on 4-6 October 2025. If you are
interested in assisting in the planning of the event, please

contact Emma Georgio at EmmaGeorgioul@hotmail.com.

Pathways Branch Cub Camp

Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team

This Group-based camp will gather ACT and NSW cubs

and guides at the Cottermouth on 14-16 November

2025 for a weekend of fun and activities. Express your P THW S
interest in the camp by submitting an expression of

interest: https://forms.gle/GKEyDZ7ajlL Df88iG8.

Please visit our website or Facebook Group for more information.

Training
Andy Butt, Assistant Chief Commissioner Training & Development

Training and Adventurous Activities Calendar
Every Course and activity for 2025 can be found in one place! Please click and share this
link to view the live calendar so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep

up to date with Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated.

Leader Opportunities

Are you passionate about your section? Want to organise the next Mindari or section
equivalent, or maybe create something new? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for
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informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are

positions for leaders of the Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections.

In these roles you would:
1. Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders.
2. Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders.
3. Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant
Section.
4. Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant

Section.

Please send your expressions of interest to Andy Butt, ACC Training and Development

(andy.butt@scoutsact.com.au) explaining you would like to take on the Branch Training

Advisor role and your ideas for the Section.

Upcoming Training courses and Adventurous Activities
e #500 - Pioneering - Trained Participant Course - 14 June
e #529 - Survival Snippet - Fire Craft - 21 June
e #482 - Scouting Management - 28-29 June - Enrolments Close 14 June 2025
e #523 - Alpine Leader Training: Snow Camp - 12 July 2025
e #501 - Pioneering Trained Participant course - 13 July 2025
e #530 - Survival Snippet — Search & Rescue - 19 July 2025
e 1#520 - First Aid - 02 August 2025
e #521 - First Aid - 03 August 2025
e 1#524 - Alpine Leader Training Ski Tour - 09 August 2025

Courses are filling fast - click here to reqgister, as applications for all the courses are closing

soon!
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