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Chief’s Update

Daniel Bartlett, Acting Chief

Commissioner

I've just spent the last three days at the
ACT Hoppore, being a Schoolbus, an
Astronaut, a Triceratops, an elephant’s
hind end, built a bee hotel and finally a

Schoolbus for closing.

There was a great turnout from ACT and
NSW leaders, parent helpers and
supporters from Robogals, the ANU
Archeology Department, and some local
magpies and lizards. We all went home
both worn and energised and mad keen

to do the next one ... in three years time.

JOTA/IOTI is coming up and the next

major Scouting event is the Pathways
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Camp in November. We are also gearing up for the 2026 Cuboree in October 2026.

On a national basis, we are considering the proposal to establish a Scouts Australia

Operational Branch, reviewing various aspects of the Program and considering how we can

better engage volunteers to participate in Scouting.
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From insight to impact — help improve the

Achievement Pathways

Sam De Rota, Branch Commissioner National Initiatives

Scouts Australia is making the program easier and more impactful - with young people
leading the way. The submission date has been extended, so don’t miss your chance to

have a say.

For Youth Program Leaders — every section has a role to play and there’s still time for your
young people to make their voices heard. Your section’s consultation activity is simple to run
and shouldn’t take more than 30 minutes as part of an upcoming Unit night.

For Group Leaders — gather feedback from your Youth Program Leaders about their
experiences implementing and facilitating the Achievement Pathways. This could be at an
upcoming Group Council meeting or through separate conversations with each section
team.

Instructions and submission links are available on the Scouts Australia website. Please

submit your responses by 1 November 2025.

OneCamp Branch Liaison

Scouts ACT has been invited to attend OneCamp
2026, a large-scale multi-section event for youth
members of all ages (Joey Scouts through to Rover
Scouts), to be held in the Swan Valley, WA from 11-18
April 2026.

We are seeking a Rover Scout or Adult Leader to plan, promote and lead the ACT youth
and adult members to OneCamp 2026 as the Branch Liaison. This is a great opportunity for

anyone looking to get involved in planning and supporting major events.

For more information or to apply, visit: https://forms.gle/5PovFxg2gVvwIbu8A.
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#Outsideln25 Video Challenge

#0Outsideln25 is a campaign Scouts Australia is running
this year to encourage Units to try new things in the
outdoors while including more Outdoor Adventure Skills
in their 2025 programs.

For Term 4, Scouts Australia is running a competition
where Units can submit short videos (TikTok/Reels
style) of their outdoor adventures. They'll have the
chance to be featured on Scouts Australia's social media

and win one of three e-vouchers.

You can find all the details, submission guidelines, and
some video inspiration here: scouts.com.au/blog/2025/09/29/outsidein25-video-challenge/.

The closing date for entries is 12 December 2025.

Youth Empowerment

Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment

Applications are now open for the Australian
Government 2026 Youth Advisory Groups.

The Youth Advisory Group support young people to
connect with government. They work with Ministers
and government agencies on policies and programs

that affect young people.

Applications close Sunday 26 October 2025 for
young people aged 16 to 24. Click here for more
information or to apply visit.
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Branch Scout Council

The next BSC meeting will be held on Monday 20
October at the Branch Office in Garran from
7:00PM to discuss planning for Cotter Shield. All
Scouts with ideas and suggestions are welcome

to join us.

Save the date - the BSC is planning a rogaining
event for Scout Units in Civic on the afternoon of
Saturday 25 October. Add it to your term
program and start practicing your map reading!
More information will be sent out to Scout Units

shortly.

International Opportunities

Georagia Elliott, Branch International Commissioner

Are you ready to take the next step in your Scouting journey?

There are currently applications open

for a number of positions on

upcoming Contingent Management

Teams. These roles are open to all

Rovers and Leaders, with

opportunities for both experienced

members and those looking to take on a new challenge.

Contingent Management Teams play a crucial role in shaping the experience of Scouts
representing Australia at international events. From logistics and wellbeing to
communications and program, every role contributes directly to the success of the

Contingent and the experience of its members.

These include CMT positions for 19th Nippon Scout Jamboree in Japan, the 31st Icelandic
National Jamboree and the 24th Aotearoa New Zealand Scout Jamboree. Find out more

here: https://scouts.com.au/blog/2025/09/22/currentcmtvacancies. Applications close:
11:59pm AEST on 19 October 2025!
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Australian Contingent to the World Scout Jamboree in Poland

The next World Scout Jamboree is taking place in Poland from July 26th - August 11th
2027! The Australian Contingent has been designed to give you plenty of choice, with
different ways to experience the Jamboree. Whether you're looking for an action-packed
adventure, cultural exploration, or the full Poland 2027 experience, there’s an option for

you!

POLAND 2027

The Australian Contingent is open to: AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENT
26th World Scout Jombaoree

e Youth Participants

e Line Leaders (Supporting Youth Units)
e International Service Team (IST) (Helping deliver the Jamboree)

Their website has lots of information: https:/www.poland2027.au/, including an Australian
Contingent Information Guide now available. Applications open on October 5th!

Upcoming Events

Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events

JOTA-JOTI
Rob Frederickson, BAL Radio

Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) and Jamboree on the Internet
(JOTI) will be held this year on October 18-19. Our plan this
year is for three sites Units can visit:

e Mt Mugga Scout Hall, this will utilise the CRARC
Radio Shack and some external setups in the
grounds of the hall using a HF, VHF, UHF and a
variety of digital modes.

e Radio Shack at Cotter again using HF, VHF, UHF and
digital.

e Mt Stromlo, in partnership with the ANU.

For further details relating to the activities taking place in the ACT and to register, visit the
ACT JOTA website.
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Pathways Branch Cub Camp
Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team

This Group-based camp will gather ACT and NSW cubs
and guides at the Cottermouth on 14-16 November for a

weekend of fun and activities. Express your interest in the

camp by submitting an expression of interest:
https://forms.gle/GKEyDZ7ajLDf88iG8. Please visit our
website or Facebook Group for more information.

Coast Venture

Branch Venturer Council

All Venturer Units are invited to mark their calendars for Coast Venture, which will be held
on 12-14 December at Lake Tabourie. The BVC will be announcing more details in the
coming months.

Training

Every Course and activity for 2025 can be found in one place! Please click and share this
link to view the live calendar so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep
up to date with Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated.

Leader Opportunities

Are you passionate about your section? Want to organise the next Mindari or section
equivalent, or maybe create something new? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are

positions for leaders of the Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections.

In these roles you would:
1. Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders.
2. Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders.
3. Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant
Section.
4. Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant
Section.
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Training Team Vacancies

In addition, we are also looking to expand the training team more broadly. So if you are
interested in starting on that journey, and contributing to the growth and development of
both leaders and youth members, or just find out more about the roles, please send your

expressions of interest to the training email inbox (training@scoutsact.com.au).

We are seeking interested and experienced individuals to take on the following vacant key

Training Team roles:

The Assistant Chief Commissioner, Adult Training & Development will lead the delivery
of training and development related services principally to adult members of Scouts ACT,
and some older youth members, to support the Youth Program. The position does so
through the three Branch Commissioners reporting to the role, and specialist resources
including the Training Team; ensuring well trained and qualified Members are supporting
the program in a risk minimised and child safe environment.

The Branch Commissioner, Adventurous Activities role is to lead, guide, and manage the
ACT Branch Adventurous Activities team, lead the effective and high quality delivery of the
Scouting Program’s adventurous activities, provide support, guidance, advice, feedback and
support to the ACT Adventurous Activities team and to be an advocate for, and keep up to
date with, all aspects of the development and evolution of the Scouting program,

particularly in respect of adventurous activities.

The Branch Commissioner, Training role is to coordinate the delivery of Wood Badge
training and development related services principally to adult members of Scouts ACT, and
some older youth members, to support the Youth Program. The position does so through
targeted and ongoing advice, assistance, and information sharing in relation to Wood
Badge training.

National News

The latest issue of National News is out, featuring:
e AJ2028 - Be Part of the Journey!
e A Step-By-Step Guide to Planning a Unit Camp
e 2025 Asia-Pacific Regional Awards
e Scouts Australia-Operations Branch
e #Outsideln25 Video Challenge
e 16th World Scout Moot - Portugal
e OneCamp 2026 - Discover
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