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Chief’s Update

Daniel Bartlett, Acting Chief

Commissioner

All across Canberra we can see the signs
that Spring has sprung, wattle and cherry

trees are blossoming and tulips are
popping up in the Floriade flower beds
outside of Scout Halls across the ACT. It
also means that as we move from snow
and indoor activities to more
bushwalking, canoeing, and other
outdoors activities. It feels like

Adventurous Journey season is coming

up!

If you're interested in taking on a role in
helping the growth, development and
mentoring of other leaders, the Training
Team is recruiting for a variety of roles.
Check out the Leader Opportunities

section below.

I’m going on a quick excursion next weekend with key members of our Gang Show team to
visit the 50th Korimul Gang Show in Wollongong. I'm looking forward to coming back with
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extra inspiration and great ideas. We also have Hoporee, JOTA-JOTI and Pathways coming

up over the coming months.

The Branch Executive Committee recently approved the updates to the Membership and
Appointments process, removing the need to complete an IAVP form to be appointed. This

will simplify and streamline the process, enabling our trainee leaders to get into their roles

more quickly and get on with delivering the Scouting program. We are looking forward to

delivering the next improvement to reduce administration and focus on Scouting.
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Your Voice Matters — Share Your Unit’s

Experiences

Sam De Rota, Branch Commissioner National Initiatives

Scouts Australia is calling on every Unit to help shape the future of our program. From our
youngest Joey Scouts to our most adventurous Rover Scouts, all insights help us improve

the Achievement Pathways!

So they can hear the voices of as many members as possible, Scouts Australia have
designed three local-led activities for Units and Groups to run. All you need to do is read
the instructions, gather your Unit or Leaders for an insightful conversation, and submit your
findings.

Head to scouts.com.au/blog/2025/07/28/continuocus-improvement/ for everything you need.

This is an opportunity for every Unit across all age sections to answer some big questions,
spark meaningful dialogue, and take the lead in shaping the future! Let’'s work together to

build a Scouting experience that is more adventurous, fun, challenging and inclusive!

OneCamp Branch Liaison

Scouts ACT has been invited to attend OneCamp
2026, a large-scale multi-section event for youth
members of all ages (Joey Scouts through to Rover
Scouts), to be held in the Swan Valley, WA from 11-18
April 2026.

We are seeking a Rover Scout or Adult Leader to plan, promote and lead the ACT youth
and adult members to OneCamp 2026 as the Branch Liaison. This is a great opportunity for

anyone looking to get involved in planning and supporting major events.

For more information or to apply, visit: https://forms.gle/5PovFxg2gVvw9bu8A.
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Children’s Week

Julie Long

Children’s Week is coming up in
October. This year, the theme is:
Everyone should know about
Children’s Rights (based on Article
42 in the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child).

Go to actchildrensweek.org.au for more information and resources on Children’s Week and

to apply for a Grant of up to $300 to run a special section night or to offset the costs of a
special event. The criteria asks that you run your event close to or in Children's Week,
which can be mid-October/early-November. You are also asked to write a brief report on

your event afterwards and send it as requested.

Also you can nominate anyone within your group (child or adult) to receive an ACT
Children's Week Award. There are several categories and the process is simple.

Youth Program

Shaylah McClymont, Assistant Chief Commissioner Program

New resources are available from pr.scouts.com.au to enable more support for Joey Scouts,

Cub Scouts and Scouts when completing Special Interest Areas.

Special Interest Areas (SIAs) are one component of the Achievement Pathways,

encouraging Scouts of any age to set goals, explore their interests, and try new challenges.

The resources explain that in the Joey Scout, Cub Scout and Scout sections, youth members
can now undertake Special Interest Area projects individually, as a Project Patrol, or all
together as a Unit. Keeping in mind their greater independence and the skills they've
already built, Venturer Scouts and Rover Scouts continue to complete Special Interest Areas
individually, or collaboratively as a Project Patrol.

For more information visit on these new resources, visit

https://scouts.com.au/blog/2025/04/23/sia-scaffolding/
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National News

The latest issue of National News is out, including:
e 27th Australian Jamboree - AJ2028 Director Roles
e Updated Personal Development Courses

e Help Us Shape the Achievement Pathways

e National Child Protection Week

e The Best of #0utsideln25 This Winter

e New National Adviser - Diversity and Inclusion

e Join The National Support Team

Youth Empowerment

Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment

Are you a young person aged 12 to 257 The
Australian Government Office for Youth want to
hear from you! Their National Youth Survey is
now open, and aims to better understand:
e What issues matter most to young people
in Australia
e How the government should include

young people in decision-making.

Your feedback will help to shape Australian

Government policies and programs and improve

the way that government works with young

people. It only takes about 10 minutes to complete, and you can answer anonymously. To
complete the survey, visit: https:/submit.dese.gov.au/ife/form/SV_b2ESGZI FDrLSvR4

Now seeking: Assistant Branch Commissioner, Youth Empowerment

Applications are now open for the new role of Assistant Branch Commissioner, Youth

Empowerment.

Youth leading, adult supporting is at the heart of everything we do in Scouting. The role of
ABC Youth Empowerment is dedicated to supporting Leaders in putting this into action and
to creating opportunities for youth members to have their voices heard on topics that

interest and impact them. The ABC Youth Empowerment will focus on developing and
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delivering new opportunities across Scouts ACT for meaningful and impactful youth

leadership in decision-making. The role is ideally suited for a person under the age of 30.

3 ABC Youth Empowerment position description.pdf

For more information or to apply contact jay.reid@scoutsact.com.au. Applications close
28 September 2025.

Branch Scout Council
Elin, BSC Chair

During our last BSC meeting at the Garran Branch Office, the Branch Scout Council
discussed a variety of topics and potential events for terms three and four. We explored
several ideas for a BSC-organised event, taking into account the feedback from our July
survey—thank you to all units that contributed! Ultimately, we decided on the concept of a

BSC-organised outdoor metrogaining event. More information will be provided soon.

Additionally, the Branch Scout Council recently discussed early planning ideas for Cotter
Shield 2026 and decided on the theme "Blast To The Past", along with some rough activity
ideas. The BSC is excited to include a badge design competition for the 2026 event. Please
see below the guidelines for the Cotter Shield 2026 badge design competition:

e Must include the theme and text 'Blast To The Past' and 'Cotter Shield 2026'

e Consider history-inspired imagery in your design; potential inspirations could
include dinosaurs, medieval themes, First Nations art, the Victorian era, Ancient
Japan, etc

e Please do not over-complicate designs for the sake of badge printing expenses

e Must be either circle, square or hexagon in shape

e Send designs to BSC@scoutsact.com.au

The next Branch Scout Council will be held on Wednesday 10 September at Les
Explorateurs Scout Hall in Ainslie, all Units are welcome to attend.
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Branch Rover Council

Jacinta Tarlinton, BRC Engagement Officer
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Upcoming Events
Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events

ACT Hoporee
Emma Georgiou, Hoporee Camp Director

Hoporee will be held on 4-6 October. If you are interested

in assisting in the planning of the event, please contact

Emma Georgio at EmmaGeorgioul@hotmail.com.

JOTA-JOTI
Rob Frederickson, BAL Radio

Save the date - the Jamboree on the Air-Jamboree on the
Internet will be held this year on 18-19 October. Our plan
this year is for three sites Units can visit:

e Mt Mugga Scout Hall, this will utilise the CRARC
Radio Shack and some external setups in the
grounds of the hall using a HF, VHF, UHF and a
variety of digital modes.

e Radio Shack at Cotter again using HF, VHF, UHF and
digital.

e Mt Stromlo, in partnership with the ANU.

More information will be published soon on the Scouts ACT website. We are looking
forward to a successful JOTA-JOTI 2025.

Pathways Branch Cub Camp

Keith Horsley & Russell Hearne, Organising Team ACT BERANCH
— CUB CAMP

This Group-based camp will gather ACT and NSW cubs
and guides at the Cottermouth on 14-16 November for a

weekend of fun and activities. Express your interest in the

camp by submitting an expression of interest:

https:/forms.gle/GKEyDZ73jl Df88IG8. Please visit our

website or Facebook Group for more information.
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Coast Venture

Branch Venturer Council

ALl Venturer Units are invited to mark their calendars for Coast Venture, which will be held
on 12-14 December at Lake Tabourie. The BVC will be announcing more details in the

coming months.

Training

Every Course and activity for 2025 can be found in one place! Please click and share this
link to view the live calendar so that you can see all the planned courses for 2025 and keep

up to date with Adventurous Activity events and courses as they are added or updated.

Leader Opportunities

Are you passionate about your section? Want to organise the next Mindari or section
equivalent, or maybe create something new? Do you want to be a part of a team that makes
being a section leader easier by networking, sharing ideas and providing opportunities for
informal training? Then maybe a Branch Training Advisor role is for you! There are

positions for leaders of the Scout, Venturer Scout and Rover Scout Sections.

In these roles you would:
1. Facilitate the ongoing training and development of the relevant Section leaders.
2. Provide networking and planning opportunities for the relevant Section leaders.
3. Coordinate the development, publication and sharing of resources for the relevant
Section.
4. Provide targeted training support to groups to grow and develop their relevant
Section.

Training Team Vacancies

In addition, we are also looking to expand the training team more broadly. So if you are
interested in starting on that journey, and contributing to the growth and development of
both leaders and youth members, or just find out more about the roles, please send your
expressions of interest to the training email inbox (training@scoutsact.com.au).

We are seeking interested and experienced individuals to take on the following vacant key

Training Team roles:
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The Assistant Chief Commissioner, Adult Training & Development will lead the delivery
of training and development related services principally to adult members of Scouts ACT,
and some older youth members, to support the Youth Program. The position does so
through the three Branch Commissioners reporting to the role, and specialist resources
including the Training Team; ensuring well trained and qualified Members are supporting
the program in a risk minimised and child safe environment.

The Branch Commissioner, Adventurous Activities role is to lead, guide, and manage the
ACT Branch Adventurous Activities team, lead the effective and high quality delivery of the
Scouting Program’s adventurous activities, provide support, guidance, advice, feedback and
support to the ACT Adventurous Activities team and to be an advocate for, and keep up to
date with, all aspects of the development and evolution of the Scouting program,
particularly in respect of adventurous activities.

The Branch Commissioner, Training role is to coordinate the delivery of Wood Badge
training and development related services principally to adult members of Scouts ACT, and
some older youth members, to support the Youth Program. The position does so through
targeted and ongoing advice, assistance, and information sharing in relation to Wood
Badge training.
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