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Branch Newsletter | August 2026 
 

Chief’s Update 
Geoffrey Sheehan, Chief Commissioner 
 
What an active and fun filled month we have had 
in August. Hardly a day has gone by when I have 
not been involved in Scouting adventures across 
the Branch. It is so good to see such interest in 
the Program by our leaders and youth. 
 
As I write this the tragic floods in Nepal are 
something we are all thinking about. There are so 
many lives that have been cut short including it 
appears 40 Australians who were enjoying the 
experience of a lifetime. Something we can relate 
to in Scouting. 
 
This month significant includes announcement of 
70 Adult Recognition Awards, conferring of 60 
Youth Peak Awards, some changes in the Branch 
Team, finalising arrangements for revised leader 
training under the Flexible Volunteering model, 
setting a price for AJ 2028, Kub Kars and 
finalisation of many Cuboree 2026 arrangements. 
 
Youth Peak Awards - 60 Youth Peak Awards 
were presented at a ceremony earlier in the 
month. The awards extended across Joeys, Cubs, 
Scouts, Venturers and Rovers. Also in attendance 
were approximately 300 parents and friends of youth members. The event was a strong 
indicator to the people in the room and visitors to the venue that Scouting continues to be 
active and relevant in 2026. We have done our PLAN DO REVIEW and sought feedback on 
the event from both Group Leaders and from the Youth Councils of most sections and will 
continue to consult to find the most appropriate timing, venue and arrangements 
presentation of these awards at various times during 2027. 
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Adult Recognition Awards - In conjunction with the Adult Recognition Committee 70 
Leaders and Supporters were recognised for their service above and beyond their regular 
role, and 2 leaders were announced as Life Members of Scouts ACT. This includes 2 
leaders recipients of Scouting’s highest ARA - the Silver Kangaroo Award. These awards 
will be presented on Tuesday 1 September at 6.30pm at Amaroo Scout Group which meets 
at Amaroo School. All members of Scouting including families are invited to attend to show 
their appreciation of the dedication of our Adult Leaders. 
 
Changes in the Branch Team - To keep the Branch Team fresh and focussed, I have invited 
members who felt it was time to move to other Scouting appointments should feel free to 
do so. There will be information on ScoutsIT this month 
about Section Commissioner positions being available. If 
you want to make a difference to Scouting at the Youth 
and Leader level, these are the positions you should 
consider applying for. 
 
Geoff Sheehan 
Chief Commissioner 

   

Coming up in September 
Presentation of Adult Recognition Awards 
This Tuesday, 1 September at the Amaroo School from 6pm for a 6.30pm start. 
Come along and support your fellow Scouters and thank them for their dedication 
and Extra Mile Service. 
 
Cuboree 2026 - Although not quite in September but 1 October, the final 
arrangements are now being made with registrations also exceeding our realistic 
expectations. There is just 1 month to go now so it is time to finalise your payments 
if you have not already done, shake out the camping gear and to get excited. 
 
Special Interest Expo - Leaders, Rovers and Adult Supporters are invited to the free 
Special Interest Expo being held at Camp Cottermouth on Sunday 20 September 
from 10am - 2pm. 
 
Adventurous Activities and other scouting support teams from the ACT will be 
there for you to talk with and find out how they can support you in delivering the 
scouting program to youth. We have over 20 teams confirmed as attending! The 
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teams are also interested in recruiting new members and there is information on 
how you can gain new skills too. There will even be a BBQ lunch to purchase if you 
get hungry and the opportunity to try a couple of activities or view some of the 
equipment teams have to support youth activities. 
 
Branch Meetings - Once again there will be a full month of meetings and courses. 
Consult the Branch Calendar which is available from the front page of the 
ScoutsACT web site. This month the BEC will receive a briefing on what has 
changed in the Insurance world of Scouting plus the various Branch teams will be 
putting together their budgets for next year. 
 

Announcement of a new Chief Commissioner of 
Australia 
Earlier this month the NEC completed its selection process, and this week we 
received the Chief Scout of Australia’s agreement to appoint Ayden Mackenzie. 
Brendan Watson’s term as Chief Commissioner of Australia concludes at our 
upcoming AGM in November, and Ayden will serve as the incoming Chief 
Commissioner Designate until then. 
 
I am sure you will all join me in offering warm congratulations to Ayden.  
 

Flexible Volunteering Model 
Kathryn Black, Flexible Volunteering Model representative 
 
Recent research has verified that the most significant factor in recruiting new leaders is 
time. The flexible volunteering model is a trial that addresses this by requiring a reduced 
number of hours of training and a corresponding reduction of the responsibilities that new 
leaders appointed under this method qualified to undertake. This trial is being undertaken 
across all Branches with the full support of Scouts Australia, and it will be introduced into 5 
selected Groups within the ACT. It has been going in Qld, Victoria and SA for 6 months and 
initial reports are good.  
 
The trial starts this week in the ACT with a briefing of the Group Leaders involved plus it 
was launched at Mulga Scout Group and kicked into a higher gear at Diamantina. There is 
room for one ore Group if you want your Group to be involved. It does not change any of 
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the Child Safety checks concerning new leaders apart from a revision to the 3 compulsory 
modules, it is solely a change in training methods and the introduction of increased 
mentoring. 

The trial is expected to run for approximately 6 months when further evaluation of the 
results will be made by all Chief Commissioners and Scouts Australia. 

ACT Children’s Week Grants 
Matt Platt, Treasurer ACT Children’s Week Committee 

Applications and nominations for ACT Children’s Week 2026 GRANTS and AWARDS are 
NOW OPEN. This is the easiest grant you will ever apply for with funding of up to $300 for 
all kinds of activities and events. 

For more information and to submit your application before they close on 11 September, go 
to https://www.actchildrensweek.org.au/. 
Different events/activities within an organisation may be eligible for separate Grants. Yes, 
your Joey Scouts and your Cub Scouts can get separate grants! 

More than one Award nomination can be submitted by an organisation. The relevant details 
and forms are included on the website. 

A night in Antarctica? 
Get ready for an exciting night at the National Museum! 

Experience Antarctica like never before with exclusive after-hours access to the 
new Antarctica exhibition, an immersive virtual reality film that transports Scouts 
groups to the frozen continent, and a series of fun, team-based expedition 
challenges. Inspired by the work of Antarctic scientists and expeditioners, teams 
will compete to navigate blizzards, harness wind power, respond to emergencies 
and establish a research station - exploring teamwork, resilience and problem-
solving along the way. 

Designed for young people aged 8-18, these sessions run from 5.30-7.30pm for 
groups of 20-60 until October 9th. If your Scout Group is interested in Antarctica 

After Hours, book via the QR code or contact the Education Team at the National 
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Museum of Australia to organise an alternate date that works for you: 
Education@nma.gov.au. 

Upcoming Events 
Stephen Smart, Branch Commissioner Events 

Upcoming Events update 
 Cuboree (1-6 October) Contact: Geof Sheehan
 Joey Jaunt (22 November) Contact Kristy Van Putten
 Way out West Moot (January 2027) Contact: Casey Maggnusson

 Looking for Adult Leaders, open to all leaders; registrations close at the end
of June.

 NSW Cuboree (contingent leader pending)
 Jamboree ACT Contingent (2028) Michelle Taylor

Please email stephen.smart@scoutsact.com.au if you have any questions about any 
upcoming events.  

Snow Venture 
If you have not already seen the article that was published by National about the ACT 
Snow Venture, I encourage you to seek it out. I’d say it was a great success, and they even 
had lots of SNOW. 

Youth Program Resources 
The redesigned program resources site will be launched in September with a cleaner 
design, enhanced program resources, improved navigation and more usable content to 
support units. This will be launched on 23 September as resources.scouts.com.au, replacing 
pr.scouts.com.au. 

AJ 2028 
AJ is about to become very public. Working with our Contingent Leader Michelle and her 
team the budget was agreed at Branch level. This event together with Cuboree 2026 will 
be run almost entirely by volunteers who will undertake to deliver the events in addition to 
delivering on their existing roles within Scouting. It is a testament to the training of our 
leaders, the time they are prepared to invest in the Program and a sign that they want to 
have fun as well. 



6 

Kub Kars 
What an excellent and vibrant event this was, and it was enjoyed by many cubs and 
admired by parents. The event once again exceeded expectations, and an even larger venue 
is being considered for next year. Congratulations to our NSW neighbours who once again 
took the youth and leader trophies. I was told the secret is to incorporate the weight down 
low in the Kars. We may have a technical workshop before the next one to test different 
designs and theories! 

Cotter Shield Planning Team 
Jay Reid, Branch Commissioner Youth Empowerment 

Cotter Shield returns to Camp Cottermouth in March 2027, and the Branch Scout Council 
needs your help to make it an amazing and memorable youth-led camp. We're working to 
confirm the exact date and are looking at the possibility of holding the event over a long 
weekend. 

The BSC is looking for Scouts, Venturers, Rovers and Leaders to form a Planning Team and 
work together to organise the camp. You can either Lead a small team of youth and adult 
members responsible for a different part of the event, or join as a Team Member to develop 
your skills. You'll work closely with the BSC to organise and lead the biggest annual event 
for Scout Units in the ACT. 

Youth member could potentially use your involvement in the Planning Team as an SIA with 
the agreement of their Unit Council. 

Please share this email with anyone in your Unit who you think might be interested. There 
will be a separate call for activity base staff early next year. 

For more information or to apply, visit https://forms.gle/1yRdaY4omrqm63WZA. Please 
apply by Wednesday 26 August. 

Branch Scout Council 
Rory, BSC Chair 

September BSC meeting 
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On Wednesday the 9 September, from 7:00-9:00 PM, the BSC will be holding a meeting at 
the Branch Office (89 Kitchener Street, Garran, ACT, 2605). We will be discussing the 
theme for Cotter Shield 2027, the BSC's community clean-up project, and more! All of us 
would love it if each group could send one or two representatives to hang out and chat 
with us. As always, pizza will be provided and dietary needs can be accommodated. We 
hope to see you there! 
  
Youth only first aid course EOI 
The BSC is interested in organising a First Aid courses for youth only, to facilitate better 
participation, engagement, and enjoyment. We need at least 20 scouts interested, so talk to 
your units and send the number of interested scouts to chair.bsc@scoutsact.com.au. 
 

Honan and Deeble Scholarship Applications 
The Ross Honan and Jack Deeble scholarships are funded by the Arthur Shakespeare 
Foundation. Applications will open in September for Scouts, Venturers, Rovers and young 
leaders (18-30) to assist them in attending life changing Scouting events. For more 
information, visit Scholarships - The Arthur Shakespeare Foundation for Scouting.  
 
Online forms will shortly be available on the branch website, but to apply in the meantime, 
please email the Chief Commissioner at Geoff.shehan@scoutsact.com.au. 
 

Training 
Ben Keily, Acting Assistant Chief Commissioner Training and Development  

We are looking to expand the training team. So if you are interested in starting on that 
journey, and contributing to the growth and development of both leaders and youth 
members, or just find out more about the roles, please send your expressions of interest to 
the training email inbox (training@scoutsact.com.au). 

 

Youth Mental Health First Aid training for adults 
in Scouting. 
Peter Harris, Assistant Chief Commissioner People and Culture  

Do you know how to support a young person in a mental health crisis or someone who is 
developing a mental health issue? Scouts ACT is offering discounted Youth Mental Health 
First Aid training for adults in scouting, including Rovers and leaders. If you are attending 

https://www.shakespearefoundation.org.au/scholarships/
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any major events like Cuboree, for example, this training could really add to your toolkit of 
knowledge and strategies to support young people.  

The course is being held on the 9th of August at our headquarters in Garran at a cost of 
$305 per head, 50% of which scouts ACT will cover. Participants will also be required to 
complete some e-learning prior to attending on the day. You can register on extranet. 

 

Upcoming training: 
Course 584 First Aid    24 October  

Course 585 First Aid    25 October 

Course 560 Guiding Adventure   5 September 

Course 566  Scouting Adventure Course  12-13 September 

Course 569  Scouting Management   26-27 September 

Course 580  Trained participant canoe flat water  10-11 October 

Course 568  Scouting Essentials course    24-25 October 

Course 579  Trained Participant 4WD   14 November 

Course 567  Scouting Adventure Course   14-15 November 

Course 562  Wilderness First Aid    21 November  

Course 576 Youth Mental Health First Aid 28 November 
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Opportunities for VET qualifications 
Ben Keily, Acting Assistant Chief Commissioner Training and Development  

Scouts Australia Institute of Training (SAIT) is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) 
that provides Scouting members with opportunities to achieve VET units, skill sets, and 
qualifications, at no cost. Examples include qualifications in Volunteering, Leadership & 
Management, Outdoor Leadership, Project Management, and Creative Industries. The levels 
of qualifications vary from Certificate II through to in some cases an Advanced Diploma. 
Scouting and non Scouting experiences and evidence support the assessment process. 

In recent months SAIT has moved to a national model for managing students, doing 
enrolments, allocating an assessor to a student, and issuing qualifications. In addition, 
signing up to be a student is now done online. For more information and to get started as a 
student, or to add an enrolment if you are an existing student, please go to 
https://scouts.com.au/members/sait/ In addition to information, there is a contact form and a 
link to do an online enrolment. 

Locally, the vet@scoutsact.com.au email is no longer operational. For a general chat about 
SAIT related items especially prior to enrolling online, including what might suit you and 
how the assessment process works, you may also contact one of the three SAIT Assessors 
who reside in the ACT – they are David Cossart, Mark Nahon, and Peter Stevenson, and 
each has a scoutsact email. 


