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Chief’s Update

Geoffrey Sheehan, Chief Commissioner

| hope you have all had a good break over the
School holidays and despite not meeting in our
halls and schools, Scouting continued on with

great adventures.

Although some last-minute family commitments
kept me from attending Gang Show, | did catch
the final dress rehearsal, and | saw another great
Gang Show. It was especially pleasing to see so
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training for adults in Scouting.
7

many of our Rovers embracing the spirit of Gang Gilwell Reunion 7

Show and leading the younger members through ‘ o
the Show. Gang Show truly will go On and On! Upcoming training: 8

Well done to the cast and crew. Opportunities for VET qualifications
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This week also sees 4 Venturers
set out on their Mount Blanc
expedition in France. They are
being accompanied by one of our
Les Ex-leaders. The trip is being
partially funded through the
Leadership Through Adventure

Fund and | would encourage all

s

.

Cubs, Scouts, Venturers and Rovers to seriously look into how

| the Fund can help you achieve life changing experiences and
help you towards Peak Awards. Applications are now open for
adventures to be undertaken for 2027 and 2028 and in case you
need some inspiration, the Fund is helping out with expeditions
to Patagonia, New Zealand, ltaly, Japan, Tasmania, Western
Australia and Queensland. Other more local expeditions
planned include horse training, canyoning, paddling and hiking.
Talk to your Leaders about how to apply to this exciting Fund.
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Later this week | am going to Melbourne to meet with the other Chief Commissioners from
around Australia. On our agenda is a new way of conducting training and changes to the
qualifying requirements for Peak Awards. Both of these important initiatives are designed

to make Scouting more fun for everyone.

Coming up, on 1 August the Branch President and | will announce the names of those
leaders and Supporters across Scouting who have been awarded Adult Recognition
Awards for outstanding service to ScoutsACT, plus the Gilwell Reunion is on at the
Badimara Scout Hall. On 4 August, the Youth Program team has organised an event to
present recently achieved Peak Awards across all Sections and on 1 September we will
present Adult Recognition Awards. If you have earned or expect to complete your Venturer
or Rover Peak awards this year, we have written to the Governor General seeking an
available date for later this year for the presentation of awards at Government House. If we
are successful with securing Government House, we will publish that date as soon as we

know.

Cuboree is also not far away with applications closing at the end of this month. So far, we
have more than 800 Cubs and Leaders registered for the event with lots of friends coming
to the ACT from all around NSW.

Also, don’t forget the immensely popular Kub Kar Rally at Alfred Deakin High on 22
September, | am looking forward to seeing both fast and well-designed Kars.

Lastly, if you are hanging out for the next Jamboree, announcements will be made very
soon about prices, dates and location. Don’t forget to start your fundraising early.
Happy Scouting to everyone, there is a lot happening and like the saying says, LOOK
WIDE..

Geoff Sheehan

Chief Commissioner

National News

The national newsletter includes upcoming changes to the achievement pathways, and
important news about Jamboree 2028, National Tree Day - Sunday 26 July, what's new in
Scouts | Terrain, a reminder about the upcoming World Scout Day on Saturday 1 August

and much more: https://mailchi.mp/scouts.com.au/june2026.

Cuboree
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Geoff Shehan, Camp Chief

Cuboree this year is set to be an amazing time for Cubs in ACT and our Cub friends across
the border. With over 640 registrations so far, we are expecting Camp Cottermouth to be a

place of friendship building, fellowship and awesomeness.

We thank parents who have registered or part way through registering their Cub/s to

attend, and we look forward to seeing them.

Registrations are still open to register your Cub if they wish to attend. We know times are
tough, so if you need assistance to get your Cub/s there, please speak with either your Cub
Leader or Group Leader. We have opened up day worker registrations in the registration
system as well. Catering as a day worker is not provided, however you can order
merchandise for $50.

Cuboree is set to be an amazing adventure this year. We have locked in our activities and
preparations are underway to house over 1000 youth, adult supporters and leaders at

Camp Cottermouth.

Over the 6 days, your youth will experience some of the following activities:
e Robot Wars and Robotics
e Drone Flying
e Model Trains
e Archery
e Questacon
e Floriade Visit
e Indigenous Engagement whilst bushwalking
e Pioneering
e Radio
e 4WD team
e Water Safety, sailing, canoeing and rafting

e Justto name a few.

We also have nightly fun and entertainment organized as well, and there is also an option
for a Joy Flight over Canberra for those who opt in.

Would like to join the adventure? Registered Adult Supporters are welcome to come and

join in on the fun. We are also organizing a Day Worker registration for those who cannot

stay the nights.
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Please feel free to take a look at the Cuboree Website and if you have any questions,

please reach out.

https://sites.google.com/scoutsact.com.au/cuboree2026/home

https://eventregistration.scoutsact.com.au/login.asp

For those who have registered their youth, thank you.

Upcoming Events
Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events

Upcoming Events update
e ACT Snow Trip (21 — 23 August) Contact: Judith Millington
o Kub Kar Rally 2026 (22 August) Contact: Michelle Taylor
e Cuboree (1-6 October) Contact: Geof Sheehan
e JoeyJaunt (22 November( Contact Kristy Van Putten
o Way out West Moot (January 2027) Contact: Casey Maggnusson
o Looking for Adult Leaders, open to all leaders; registrations close at the end
of June.
e NSW Cuboree (contingent leader pending)
e Jamboree ACT Contingent (2028) Michelle Taylor

Please email bryn.catlin@scoutsact.com.au if you have any questions about any upcoming

events.

ACT SnowVenture
Lachlan, BVC Chair

From 2 to 5 July 2026, the
Branch Venturer Council
ran the ACT’s first-ever
Branch-wide downhill
skiing event: ACT
SnowVenture 2026 - four days of alpine adventure, comradeship, and the kind of practical

challenge that only the mountains can offer.
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True to its name, the event was organised by Venturers, for Venturers, and stood as an
amazing example of the Scouting principle of “Youth Leading, Adults Supporting.’ From risk
planning to registrations to daily logistics, from accommodating and transport bookings to
negotiating cheap gear hire, the program was driven by young people stepping up to lead
their peers with experienced Leaders on hand to guide, support, and ensure everything ran
safely and smoothly.

The timing could not have been better.
The resort had been all but bare of snow
just a day before the group’s arrival, and
Venturers were rewarded with some of
the season'’s first substantial snowfalls, a
stroke of good fortune that turned
Perisher’s slopes into a genuine winter
wonderland for the occasion.

Participants of every skill level took part,
from complete beginners strapping on skis
for the first time to seasoned veterans of
the slopes. Regardless of ability, everyone
found their own challenge on the mountain,
and several Venturers had the rare thrill of

carving the very first runs of the season on

newly reopened chairlifts. Participants
were able to complete Outdoor Adventure -
Skills across Stages 3-5 of the Alpine.

Beyond the skiing itself, the event was a wonderful opportunity to bring together Venturers
from both the ACT and NSW, fostering new friendships and a stronger cross-branch
community. The group was based at the
NSW Alpine Activity Centre in Jindabyne,
which served as a warm and welcoming
basecamp between days on the mountain.
None of this would have been possible
without the dedication of the Leaders who
supported the event from start to finish, and
the enthusiasm of the Venturers who threw

themselves into it wholeheartedly. A

heartfelt thank you to all involved.




Here's to next year, where we hope to see even more Venturers and Leaders join us as ACT

SnowVenture returns bigger, bolder, and better than ever.

Honan and Deeble Scholarship Applications

The Ross Honan and Jack Deeble scholarships are funded by the Arthur Shakespeare
Foundation. They will shortly be available for applications from Scouts, Venturers, Rovers
and young leaders to assist them in attending life changing Scouting events. For more

information, go to Scholarships - The Arthur Shakespeare Foundation for Scouting.

Gang Show 2026

Zeno Hamer, Director

This year’s Gang Show, “Back in May Day”, sold over a
thousand tickets over six performances, an incredible result
and highlighting the great passion and skill our Scouts and
Guides have brought to the event. Thank you everyone who

was a part of this great production.

We'd love to have you join us for next year’s performance,
there’s always great opportunities for interested Scouts,

Venturers and Rovers to participate in pulling together a great

performance under the Gang Show name — what will be the theme for 20277



https://www.shakespearefoundation.org.au/scholarships/

Training

Ben Keily, Acting Assistant Chief Commissioner Training and Development

We are looking to expand the training team. So if you are interested in starting on that
journey, and contributing to the growth and development of both leaders and youth
members, or just find out more about the roles, please send your expressions of interest to

the training email inbox (training@scoutsact.com.aul).

Youth Mental Health First Aid training for adults

in Scouting.

Peter Harris, Assistant Chief Commissioner People and Culture

Do you know how to support a young person in a mental health crisis or someone who is
developing a mental health issue? Scouts ACT is offering discounted Youth Mental Health
First Aid training for adults in scouting, including Rovers and leaders. If you are attending
any major events like Cuboree, for example, this training could really add to your toolkit of

knowledge and strategies to support young people.

The course is being held on the 9th of August at our headquarters in Garran at a cost of
S305 per head, 50% of which scouts ACT will cover. Participants will also be required to

complete some e-learning prior to attending on the day. You can register on extranet.

Gilwell Reunion

Susan Deeble, Branch Commissioner Training
When: Saturday 1t August 2026
Time: 6.30pm-9pm

Who: Members or 1%t Gilwell Park Scout Group (ie. People who have completed their
Wood badge training). You do not need to be a current member of Scouting, as long as you

have earned your Gilwell Scarf and Wood Beads in the past. Please pass this on to any

Gilwell members who may not get the invitation.
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What: A potluck dinner followed by a quiz/trivia session. (a potluck dinner is where each
guest or group contributes a homemade or store-bought dish to be shared. For

example, a casserole, salad, finger food, or dessert)
Where: Badimara Scout Hall. 198 Badimara Street Waramanga

Wear: Leaders are encouraged to wear their uniform, including Gilwell scarf and beads OR
smart casual with your Gilwell scarf and beads if previously a Leader.

Cost: a small cost of $5 to cover incidentals, which will be collected on the night.

Register: Register your attendance on the Branch Training registration page using 583. If

you need to be registered manually please contact ben.keily@scoutsact.com.au or

susan.deeble@scoutsact.com.au

Upcoming training:

Course 560 Guiding Adventure 1%t August

Course 574  Alpine Leader Training Ski Tour 8-9 August

Course 581  Youth Mental Health first aid. 9th August

Course 559  Train the Trainer, Basic. 15-16 August

Course 556  Scouting Adventure Course 12-13 September
Course 578 4WD Basic Trailer Skills 19 September

Course 569  Scouting Management 26-27 September
Course 580 Trained participant canoe flat water 10-11* October
Course 568 Scouting Essentials course. 24-25th October

Course 567  Scouting Adventure Course 14-15th November

There will be First Aid courses on 24th and 25th October - details and cost TBA
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Opportunities for VET qualifications

Ben Keily, Acting Assistant Chief Commissioner Training and Development

Scouts Australia Institute of Training (SAIT) is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO)
that provides Scouting members with opportunities to achieve VET units, skill sets, and
qualifications, at no cost. Examples include qualifications in Volunteering, Leadership &
Management, Outdoor Leadership, Project Management, and Creative Industries. The levels
of qualifications vary from Certificate Il through to in some cases an Advanced Diploma.

Scouting and non Scouting experiences and evidence support the assessment process.

In recent months SAIT has moved to a national model for managing students, doing
enrolments, allocating an assessor to a student, and issuing qualifications. In addition,
signing up to be a student is now done online. For more information and to get started as a
student, or to add an enrolment if you are an existing student, please go to
https://scouts.com.au/members/sait/ In addition to information, there is a contact form and a

link to do an online enrolment.

Locally, the vet@scoutsact.com.au email is no longer operational. For a general chat about
SAIT related items especially prior to enrolling online, including what might suit you and
how the assessment process works, you may also contact one of the three SAIT Assessors
who reside in the ACT - they are David Cossart, Mark Nahon, and Peter Stevenson, and

each has a scoutsact email.
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