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Branch Newsletter | June 2026 
 

Chief’s Update 
Geoffrey Sheehan, Chief Commissioner 
 
Hello, I am about to finish my first month as Chief 
Commissioner and I am continually impressed by 
the energy that we have in Scouting right across 
the ACT. This month I have been out to the 
Aranda Fire Station with Cubs, played new 
games in the halls and listened to how much fun 
chalk chases are around Red Hill. I have also 
been with leaders at Training courses and met 
with Group Leaders and the other Assistant Chief Commissioners. Thank you for 
welcoming me into this role, as I have said in all of my visits, the most important people for 
me in Scouting are the youth, young adults and leaders and my job is to support you in all 
of your Scouting. 
 

I have also announced this month that I am offering 
all of the leaders in Scouting the opportunity to 
have a reassessment of what they want to do into 
the future within Scouting. 
 
For too long we have made it difficult for people to 
step back from very busy and active roles and to 
still feel they are welcome within Scouting. I am 
taking this opportunity across my own team and 
over the next month or so I expect to announce 
some changes. I encourage all of our leaders to 

ensure that you are in roles where you are enjoying your Scouting because we all know 
that happy leaders present great programs. Similarly, I encourage more of our parents to 
join us as Leaders and to share in the fun that our youth are continually talking about. 
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Next month there are lots of new things 
as well. We will see the opening of Gang 
Show which I have visited a couple times 
now and the enthusiasm of the cast and 
the whole of the Gang Show is evident. 
Please make sure you support this 
activity and our fellow Scouts. 
 
There are also three of our Venturers 
planning an expedition across areas of 
France plus there is a Snow Venture 

being organised in the Snowy Mountains. Cuboree is also fast 
approaching with registrations closing at the 
end of July. This is going to be another life 
changing opportunity for many of our young 
people and I encourage our leaders to get 
right behind this event. Financial assistance is 
available and I encourage you to talk with 
your leaders. 
 
We need more members across all of Scouts. 
Please encourage your friends to attend one 
of many come and try nights and I look 
forward to talking with you all about what I can do to make your Scouting even more 
enjoyable. 
 
Yours in Scouting 
Geoff Sheahan, Chief Commissioner 
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Cuboree 
Geoff Shehan, Camp Chief 
 
Cuboree this year is set to be an amazing time for Cubs in ACT and our Cub friends across 
the border. With over 640 registrations so far, we are expecting Camp Cottermouth to be a 
place of friendship building, fellowship and awesomeness. 
 
We thank parents who have registered or part way through registering their Cub/s to 
attend, and we look forward to seeing them. 
 
Registrations are still open to register your Cub if they wish to attend.  We know times are 
tough, so if you need assistance to get your Cub/s there, please speak with either your Cub 
Leader or Group Leader. We have opened up day worker registrations in the registration 
system as well. Catering as a day worker is not provided, however you can order 
merchandise for $50. 
 
Cuboree is set to be an amazing adventure this year. We have locked in our activities and 
preparations are underway to house over 1000 youth, adult supporters and leaders at 
Camp Cottermouth. 
 
Over the 6 days, your youth will experience some of the following activities: 

 Robot Wars and Robotics 
 Drone Flying 
 Model Trains 
 Archery 
 Questacon 
 Floriade Visit 
 Indigenous Engagement whilst bushwalking 
 Pioneering 
 Radio 
 4WD team 
 Water Safety, sailing, canoeing and rafting 
 Just to name a few. 

 
We also have nightly fun and entertainment organized as well, and there is also an option 
for a Joy Flight over Canberra for those who opt in. 
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Would like to join the adventure? Registered Adult Supporters are welcome to come and 
join in on the fun. We are also organizing a Day Worker registration for those who cannot 
stay the nights. 
 
Please feel free to take a look at the Cuboree Website and if you have any questions, 
please reach out. 
 
https://sites.google.com/scoutsact.com.au/cuboree2026/home 
 
https://eventregistration.scoutsact.com.au/login.asp 
 
For those who have registered their youth, thank you. 
 

Upcoming Events 
Bryn Catlin, Branch Commissioner Events 
 
 
Upcoming Events update  

 SnowVenture (2-5 July) Contact: Lachlan (Chair BVC)  
 ACT Snow Trip (21 – 23 August) Contact: Judith Millington  
 Kub Kar Rally 2026 (22 August) Contact: Michelle Taylor  
 Cuboree (1-6 October) Contact: Geof Sheehan  
 Way out West Moot (January 2027) Contact: Casey Maggnusson  

 Looking for Adult Leaders, open to all leaders; registrations close at the end 
of June. 

 NSW Cuboree (contingent leader pending) 
 Jamboree ACT Contingent (2028) Michelle Taylor  

 
Please email bryn.catlin@scoutsact.com.au if you have any questions about any upcoming 
events.  
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Gang Show 2026  
Zeno Hamer, Director 
 
The annual week of performing is soon to be upon us! Our 
youth have put in an incredible amount of effort to put 
together this performance, and we'd love to share this year's 
show with you. 
 
Back In My Day is a blast to the past of Scouts and Guides 
through history, following multiple generations as they pass 
through the same hall over the course of a century. Enjoy the 
stories, lessons, and community through the lens of our youth. 
 
Tickets are now available but selling fast with final night already sold out, so get in quick to 
secure this once-in-a-lifetime show! 
 
Purchase your tickets here: https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1535663 
 
Tickets are available for the following shows: 
8th July: 1:30pm, 7:30pm 
9th July: 6:30pm 
10th July: 7:30pm 
11th July: 1:30pm,  7̶: ̶30̶p̶̶m ̶ (SOLD OUT) 
 
We'd love to see you there for a night filled with laughs, reflection, and the throwback of 
the century! 
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Training 
Ben Keily, Acting Assistant Chief Commissioner Training and Development  

We are looking to expand the training team. So if you are interested in starting on that 
journey, and contributing to the growth and development of both leaders and youth 
members, or just find out more about the roles, please send your expressions of interest to 
the training email inbox (training@scoutsact.com.au). 

We are seeking interested and experienced individuals to take on the following vacant key 
Training Team roles: 

The Assistant Chief Commissioner, Adult Training & Development will lead the delivery 
of training and development related services principally to adult members of Scouts ACT, 
and some older youth members, to support the Youth Program. The position does so 
through the three Branch Commissioners reporting to the role, and specialist resources 
including the Training Team; ensuring well trained and qualified Members are supporting 
the program in a risk minimised and child safe environment. 

The Branch Commissioner, Adventurous Activities role is to lead, guide, and manage the 
ACT Branch Adventurous Activities team, lead the effective and high quality delivery of the 
Scouting Program’s adventurous activities, provide support, guidance, advice, feedback and 
support to the ACT Adventurous Activities team and to be an advocate for, and keep up to 
date with, all aspects of the development and evolution of the Scouting program, 
particularly in respect of adventurous activities. 

 

Opportunities for VET qualifications 
Ben Keily, Acting Assistant Chief Commissioner Training and Development  

Scouts Australia Institute of Training (SAIT) is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) 
that provides Scouting members with opportunities to achieve VET units, skill sets, and 
qualifications, at no cost. Examples include qualifications in Volunteering, Leadership & 
Management, Outdoor Leadership, Project Management, and Creative Industries. The levels 
of qualifications vary from Certificate II through to in some cases an Advanced Diploma. 
Scouting and non Scouting experiences and evidence support the assessment process. 

In recent months SAIT has moved to a national model for managing students, doing 
enrolments, allocating an assessor to a student, and issuing qualifications. In addition, 
signing up to be a student is now done online. For more information and to get started as a 
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student, or to add an enrolment if you are an existing student, please go to 
https://scouts.com.au/members/sait/ In addition to information, there is a contact form and a 
link to do an online enrolment. 

Locally, the vet@scoutsact.com.au email is no longer operational. For a general chat about 
SAIT related items especially prior to enrolling online, including what might suit you and 
how the assessment process works, you may also contact one of the three SAIT Assessors 
who reside in the ACT – they are David Cossart, Mark Nahon, and Peter Stevenson, and 
each has a scoutsact email. 


