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Good Afternoon Scouting Members,

As we approach the end of another amazing year of Scouting, the Program Team wanted to take a moment to
reflect on 2024 and what we as a Scouting community in the ACT have achieved:

e We've had fantastic major events, including Joey Jaunt, a reimagined Cuboree, and the first ever

RoVenture

e Our Branch youth councils - the BRC, BVC and BSC - are going from strength to strength e We've

had regular Branch youth leadership courses, which for the first time include Cubs e Our youth

members had a lifechanging experience at the World Scout Jamboree in Korea e Gang Show put on

another fantastic season and was well and truly ‘Camera Ready’ e Youth and adult members

developed their outdoor adventure skills in paddling, kayaking and cycling

Save the date - an All Leaders Programming Day is being planned for a Saturday in January. This new event
aimed at sharing programming ideas and solutions to challenges, increased awareness of Branch programming
assets and developing section programming ideas for 2024 for appropriate input to unit councils. A Project Patrol
has been formed to facilitate the day, contact Craig Robilliard (craig.robilliard @scoutsact.com.au) if you'd like to
join the project patrol. More information to follow.

CONGRATULATIONS!

W T

We would also like to congratulate our very own Georgia, (.'/
International Commissioner, who was recently named Young /
Volunteer of the Year by Volunteering ACT - well done Georgial

The November edition of National News is out, including:
e Scouts Australia Annual Report 2023
e 16th World Scout Moot Portugal 2025 expressions of
interest
e SAIT workshop sparks enthusiasm with over 300
applicants \\
e The New SDG Challenge badge for 2024 released _ ’

e Achieving the CHC34015 Certificate Il in Active

Volunteering through RPL with Scouts g 8 YOUNG VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
e 5th round of Dick and Pip Smith Leadership Through : Y

Adventure Fund now open

Milestones & Peak Awards - Lianne Halling

Congratulations to the following awardees. All these youth members have completed their Peak Award
recently, an amazing accomplishment. This means that in 2023 we will have had over 100 youth members
achieve their peak award. On 10 December the final presentation for 2023 was held to celebrate the
achievements of youth members who had earned their Peak Awards in Joey Scouts, Cub Scouts and Scouts.
All Venturer Scouts and Rover Scouts who have earned their Peak Awards since the Government House
presentation in September will be presented with their certificates at a presentation towards the end of 2024.
In the meantime, these older youth should have a Group-based presentation of their award organised by their
Unit to present their badge as all sections do.
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Joey Scout Challenge Award

Australian Scout Award

Cora Huggett Birralee Oliver Bursle Garran
Jordan Smith Mt Taylor

Cub Scout Grey Wolf Award

Emily Holland Badimara Australian Rover Baden Powel Award

Elliot Keily Badimara Hamish McNeice Bethungra

Giles Quinn Badimara

Sam Scully Majura

Caden Scott Southwell

Harrison Foster Southwell

Penelope Grastien Southwell

Alice Nicholas Amaroo

Siddharth Srivastava Amaroo

Youth Engagement — Jay Reid

It was great to get out to the Joey Jaunt last month to chat with the Joeys and hear what they love about
Scouting and what their ideas are for the future. I'll be sitting down over the holidays to collate this information
alongside the feedback gathered at RoVenture (Venturers and Rovers) and Cottershield (Scouts), plus the
fantastic data collected by Charlotte at Cuboree (Cubs). This will give us a great picture of what our youth
members are thinking and how we can best support them in 2024.

Congratulations to the new Branch Venturer Council Executive who
were elected at Coast Venture on last weekend. The BVC will be led
in 2024 by:

e Chair: Medha - Mt Mugga

e Vice Chair: Seren - Lake Tuggeranong

e Secretary: Leanne - Birralee

e Treasurer: Rowen - Majura Mountain

I'd also like to thank the 2023 BVC Executive - Zeno, Tieve and
Sarah - for all their hard work over the year. An end-of-year message
from Zeno can be found below.




Branch Scout Council
8 Scouts ACT

Lachlan - BSC Chair
Thank you to everyone who attended our November meeting, the last of the year. The date of the next meeting

will be announced after the New Year, with new BSC Exec elections at Cotter Shield.

It's been a hell of a year, and a great one at that. Myself and the BSC Exec are immensely proud of what the
BSC has been able to accomplish in this first year and are excited to hand over a healthy, vibrant BSC to our
successors. There's been ups and downs but the one thing that has kept us going is everyone's continued
attendance and interest in the BSC. That's what keeps the BSC alive and we need it - so please don't go
anywhere next year!

As always, if there's anything you need to voice and it can't wait till the next meeting, my email
chair.bsc@scoutsact.com.au will be open over the break so don't hesitate!

Thank you everyone, it's been quite the year. Merry Christmas to all and I'll see you after the break!

Branch Venturer Council
Scouts ACT

Zeno - BVC Chair
| am pleased to present the End of Year Report for BVC for the year 2023. It has been a year of growth,
achievement, and community engagement, and | am grateful for the dedication and hard work of our members,

volunteers, and staff.

This year has been marked by a series of successful initiatives, programs, and events that have furthered ACT
Ventures' success.
e RoVenture was a great start to the year, it was amazing to see Venturers and Rovers working together,
with plenty of AA activities. The weekend was a resounding success in reconnecting the sections. e BVC
meeting participation has increased throughout the year and | would like to thank all Units who anticipated
across the year and encourage other Units to join in, as we are stronger together.

Achievements
e | would also like to congratulate all those who achieved their Queen Scout award this year: Tahlia
Ramshaw, Matthew Gibson, Natalie Miller, Owen Fearns, AJ Lehane and Charlotte Mitchell as well as
those individuals who had their presentation in August at the Governor General's house.
e | would also like to acknowledge the hard work of Vance, April and Owen in their work on a great
Waterwatch program, and congratulate April and Owen on their Children’s Week awards for
STEM.

Community Outreach
e |t has been great to see the service activities throughout the year, many Venturer groups reaching out
within their group supporting younger sections, as well as supporting local events such as the Special
Children's Christmas Party and the Canberra Show.
e | would also like to commend all Venturers stepping up and taking leadership roles in their Units, national
events such as the upcoming Jamboree and GG Camp, and international events such as the World Scout
Jamboree. Additionally Venturers is often a busy time and | wish to congratulate every single Venturer on



all their work and participation over the year.

Looking ahead | wish all the best of luck to the BVC elect of 2024, and hope that ACT Venturers can further what
we have built over the last 2 years since COVID, and | hope to many of you at future activities and in Rovers. |
would like to thank the current BVC team, Tieve, Sarah and Jay for their support over the last year, | would also
like to thank all of the Leaders who have stepped up to support Venturers over the last few years, being a Leader
isn’t always the easiest job and none of this would be possible without Leader support.

As we approach 2024, | am confident that next year's teams will build on our successes and continue to make a
difference

Branch Rover Council
Scouts ACT

Bryn - BRC Chair
As the year starts to come to a close our Rovers are hosting Christmas celebrations, and reflecting on their year

of Rovering. From Tasmania, to Kenya, to Switzerland, to South Korea our Rovers have had an amazing year
exploring beyond the horizons and fully embraced all aspects of the Scouting Program.

Our Final BRC event will be our Christmas party on 17 December, where we get to celebrate our achievements
throughout the year together. With our BRC getting straight back into the year with a delegation to Queensland
for the National Rover Council Conference in early January. Hope to see you all next year and have a refreshing
holiday period.

International - Georgia Elliott

This month we wish the 27 ACT Scouts, Venturers and Leaders well as they
prepare to head over to the 2024 New Zealand Jamboree! They will meet the
Australian contingent in Auckland on 28 December for a few days of patrol
activities before heading to Mystery Creek and the jamboree site for 9 days
packed with adventurous activities and a chance to meet many new friends. We
hope that you have a fantastic time and have a chance to experience new and
exciting activities, meet new people and experience many beautiful parts of NZ!
We look forward to hearing your stories in the New Year.

During the event, you can follow along their adventure on the Contingent
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/NZJamboreeAu

Badge of the Month: With the sun beating down on long summer days, why not try and
complete the Scouts Go Solar badge, one of the three Earth Tribe badges. This badge
helps scouts to discover the power of the sun and learn about how energy and climate are
interconnected Find out more here: Scouts Go Solar | Earth Tribe.

I wish anyone travelling both overseas and within Australia safe travels over the festive
season!




Events - Jacinta Henderson

Groovy ScoutHERS - POSTPONED to 2024

The Groovy ScoutHERS Camp has been rescheduled to 13-15 September 2024. We are looking forward to
planning out this adventurous activities intensive camp. For any questions or additional information, please reach
out to Andrea Butler, Assistant Chief Commissioner, People and Governance, at M 0410 257 377 or
andrea.butler@scoutsact.com.au.

Governor-General’s Camp 2024

Scouts Australia have announced the rescheduling of
Governor-General’'s Camp being held at Government House
Canberra.

The new dates, Sunday 14 April to Friday 19 April 2024, have been
chosen following feedback from Scouting members to allow more
young people to attend the event.

Our team is taking this opportunity to design a BIGGER & BETTER

-~
adventurous experience for all sections of the Scouting community in m‘
Australia.

Governor-General's Camp 2024
Regittar Today

The refreshed dates will also be able to accommodate Joey Scouts
and Cub Scouts to camp with the rest of the sections. Existing
registered participants will be automatically registered for the new dates.

26th Australian Scout Jamboree - AJ2025

The ACT Contingent fee has been finalised and the OLMS system @ Your

will be updated shortly so you can finalise your application. This is M“ 'o JAM%'
the full fee required to be paid to attend AJ2025 - the AJ2025 event starts now

fee and ACT contingent fee.

The contingent will be travelling by bus to and from Canberra to the M

event, to assist with keeping the costs down. Independent travel

Scout/Venturer Participant - $2300
Leaders/Rover/Venturer staff - $1660

needs to be approved by myself and will pay the full fee, there is no Registrations now open
concession. https://aj2025.com.au

Registration is open until 31 March at this stage.

You only need to pay a $500 deposit and the rest is in two instalments due before 31 July and 30
September respectively.

Anyone who would like to join the ACT AJ2025 Contingent team, please contact Michelle Taylor on 0411 283
813 or email at michelle.taylor@scoutsact.com.au.
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