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Good Afternoon Scouting Members,

We hope you are enjoying the warmer spring weather and
getting outdoors where you can!

As part of National Child Protection Week September 3-9,
Scouts Australia reinforced its ongoing commitment to Child
Safety by introducing our new Safeguarding YOUth
I-Statements.

Every Introduction to Section badge in Terrain now
includes these nsw statements which encourage transparent
dialogue on matters of safety, consent, and digital behaviour,
aiming to foster a positive and inclusive environment. These
statements could also be incorporated into your Unit Code
alongside the Scout Promise & Law. Utilising these
I-statements ensures our young members feel heard,
understood, and strengthened in their Scouting journey.

A reminder that 18 year old Venturers - those you have turned 18 and are remaining with their Unit until they
finish Year 12 - are considered Adult Members. Visit the Forms Library in the members section of the Branch
website to begin this process.

Scouts ACT is seeking a new Deputy Chief Commissioner, Program. Click here to view the Job Description
for the Role. If you are interested and would like to discuss the position in more detail, please contact Brent.

The August edition of National News is out, including:
● Launching Safeguarding YOUth I-Statements
● 7th Roverway 2024 - Norway
● Australian Jamboree 2025 donation appeal
● Governor-General’s Camp 2024 updates
● Antarctica 2023 Expedition achievements
● SAIT Workshop for the Diploma of Leadership and Management
● Adult Experience Survey Findings
● Updates to Policy & Rules
● Scout Leader Assists Evacuation at the World Scout Jamboree
● Tell Costa and Junior Landcare what you are doing to protect the land

https://scouts.com.au/blog/2023/08/31/youth-i-statements/
https://scouts.com.au/blog/2023/08/31/youth-i-statements/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XJ18fEOKCyDO2n4IUldD-q6Hfw_OaSdR/view?usp=sharing
https://mailchi.mp/scouts/july-2023-national-news


Outdoor Adventure Skills - Sam Aspin
On Thursday 7 Sept at 6pm, the Bureau of Meteorology (the
BOM) ran an online presentation on all things relating to
weather. The session give Joeys, Cubs and Scouts the
information they need to meet the weather knowledge OAS
requirements in most OAS streams. It also contains useful
information for older scouts and leaders too.

What’s being planned for AA/OAS activities?
- Flatwater canoe/kayak workshop (NSW Scouts) - 14-15

Oct.
- Kayak touring (OAS stages 4-5+) - 28-29 Oct
- Come and try Sailing - 5 Nov
- Whitewater skills development workshop (NSW Scouts) - 11-12 Nov
- 50 yrs of Women in Scouting - camp - 2-3 Dec

Scouts ACT activities are advertised via ScoutsIT and on the Scouts ACT Facebook page. If you need
assistance for your scouts in achieving OAS stages, please contact me. I can come to an evening meeting, or
work with you and your youth members to plan an activity.

Youth Leadership, Training and Development - Vacant
Jay Reid - Course Leader

More than 40 youth members graduated the Cub, Scout and
Venturer Leadership Courses over the weekend of 12-13
August at Camp Cottermouth.

Our amazing youth and adult presenters organised
section-specific workshops covering leadership, project
management, communication, teamwork and Unit Codes.
Saturday also featured One Program workshops, where all
participants came together to learn about Unit Councils and
different leadership styles. It was great to get the Branch Scout
Council, Branch Venturer Council and Branch Rover Council
involved in running the courses.

The Cubs attended on Saturday, while the older youth
members camped the night and continued learning on Sunday.
On Saturday night we applied our leadership skills to prepare
a four-course meal - entree, main, side and dessert - before
sitting down to watch the Matildas game, which was an
amazing demonstration of leadership and teamwork in action!

A massive thanks to all the amazing facilitators and
presenters, including Alex Porteous, Allison Shang, Bob
Perkins, Charlotte Schroeder-Juratowitch, Danielle Winslow,
and Neville Tomkins, plus Hamish McNeice and Sophie
Puschak from the BRC, Zeno and Tieve from the BVC,
Lachlan and Leila from the BSC, and Kiera from Birralee.

https://events.nsw.scouts.com.au/event/946
https://events.nsw.scouts.com.au/event/945
mailto:sam.aspin@scoutsact.com.au


Our Term 4 Leadership Course is scheduled for 11-12 November.

Interested in helping our youth members to develop their leadership skills? Apply now to be the next Branch
Commissioner Youth Leader, Training and Development. Contact Brent for a no obligations chat about the role.

Youth Empowerment - Jay Reid
Applications are now open to for election as an Independent
Director of UN Youth Australia. These positions represent an
amazing opportunity to be part of the team that oversees the
strategy and management of one of the country’s largest youth-led
organisations.

Independent Directors are individuals with little or no prior
experience volunteering with UN Youth Australia who are elected to
the organisation’s Board of Directors. As board members, they help
improve organisational decision-making by providing an external
perspective to board deliberations. Independent Directors must be
under the age of 25 at the time of their appointment.

For more information or to apply visit
https://volunteer.unyouth.org.au/independent-board-director-2/.

The National Rover Council is currently seeking input into the Baden Powell Scout Award Name. After the 2023
NRC Conference a working group was tasked with collecting data and responses from Rover Scouts and other
scouting members on the BP award name. Here is your chance to have your say:
https://forms.office.com/r/SQ05yaazUK. Survey closes 30 September 2023.

All Scout Units are invited to send 1-2 representatives to the next Branch Scout Council meeting onWednesday
13 September, 7:00 - 8:30pm at the Lake Ginniniderra Scout Hall in Belconnen. Units who can’t attend in person
can join us via Google Meets.

The BSC will be discussing what each Unit has been up to, planning for Summer Camp, and making some
special announcements - come along to be the first to hear about the new projects the BSC has been working
on. And as is BSC tradition, there will be free pizza!

If there are any topics your Unit wants to discuss, send them through to jay.reid@scoutsact.com.au and the BSC
can add them to the agenda.

https://www.scoutsact.com.au/files/BC_-_Youth_Leadership_Development_and_Training_-_Position_Description.pdf
https://volunteer.unyouth.org.au/independent-board-director-2/
https://forms.office.com/r/SQ05yaazUK
mailto:jay.reid@scoutsact.com.au


The next BVC meeting with be held on Monday 18 September at the Branch Office in Garran - all Venturers are
welcome to attend. Please contact the BVC is there is something you would like to discuss.

The minutes from the August BVC meeting are available here.

Hamish - BRC Chair

I would like to give a Huge BRAVO! TO Madison Watson-Bell for completing her Baden-Powell Award this month.
She completed this largely through Rovers in Victoria but has since moved to Canberra and finished the last
pieces with her unit back home this month.

I would also like to congratulate the three Rovers who received their Rover Service Award (Nicolas Gardiner,
Eleanor Hewitt, and Sam De Rota) for their dedication and service to the Rover section over the past 5 years of
Scouting. Between them they have helped run ACT Rovers, the ACT Branch Rover Council, the National Rover
Council, the largest ACT Rover contingent to a National Moot, as well as a small handful of Rover activities for
their individual units as well as other Rovers across the Branch and Nationally. Bravo!

International - Georgia Elliott
We have recently welcomed back our members from WSJ2023 - next month we will share stories and photos
from our youth and adult members! If you are keen to share your story about your time in South Korea, please
email a short summary and photos to: international@scoutsact.com.au.

7th Roverway 2024
Australia is sending a contingent ro Roverway in Norway in 2024! The Rover event will run from 22 July - 1
August 2024. They currently have contingent management positions available - find out more and apply here:
https://scouts.com.au/blog/2023/08/21/7th-roverway-2024-express-of-interest/?fbclid=IwAR3G1UYQFiJy7n6yOF
LCgp4PU3aNWeAinALb_OGyOYQYjyqYDuSL3DKautc.

Did you know! If you are travelling overseas with family and want to join in with a local scout program, you can
earn an International Ambassador badge by applying for an International Letter of Introduction? Learn more here
from this helpful resource from Scouts Victoria:
https://scoutsvictoria.com.au/media/3837/new-process-for-applying-for-an-international-letter-of-introduction-dec-
2019.pdf

Badge of the Month: Champions for Nature Challenge! The second of the three Earth
Tribe badges, this badge helps Scouts become a champion for nature and biodiversity
by developing sustainable habits for an eco-friendly and healthy lifestyle. Find out more

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11qqAVsTJ-RPXzfg9wEfNFkeXAW-Id9VJNeuq4OokRVM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:international@scoutsact.com.au
https://scouts.com.au/blog/2023/08/21/7th-roverway-2024-express-of-interest/?fbclid=IwAR3G1UYQFiJy7n6yOFLCgp4PU3aNWeAinALb_OGyOYQYjyqYDuSL3DKautc
https://scouts.com.au/blog/2023/08/21/7th-roverway-2024-express-of-interest/?fbclid=IwAR3G1UYQFiJy7n6yOFLCgp4PU3aNWeAinALb_OGyOYQYjyqYDuSL3DKautc
https://scoutsvictoria.com.au/media/3837/new-process-for-applying-for-an-international-letter-of-introduction-dec-2019.pdf
https://scoutsvictoria.com.au/media/3837/new-process-for-applying-for-an-international-letter-of-introduction-dec-2019.pdf


here: https://earthtribe.scout.org/challenges/champions-nature. There are activities for ALL age groups! If you do
an activity, we’d love to see it! Email it through to georgia.elliott@scoutsact.com.au.

Branch Events - Jacinta Henderson

The C.U.R.E
The C.U.R.E (Canberra Urban Rogaining Event) is an event where Scouts participate in Patrols. Each Patrol will
receive a map and list of waypoints in the mapped area. They then select waypoints to visit as a Patrol to earn
points (some locations are worth more than others). The Patrol earning the most points throughout the day wins!
Rules and safety procedures will be provided at the start of the event. Likely timing is during Term 4.

If you are interested in running any of this event, please contact me in the email below.
jacinta.henderson@scoutsact.com.au

JOTA/JOTI 2023
JOTA will be on the 20th to 23nd of October 2023. Scouts ACT will be holding a Camp and Activities at
Camp Cottermouth, and running Radio Stations at selected Scout Halls around Canberra. For the full details
of the weekend activities and how your unit can participate go to JOTA/JOTI 2022 - Scouts ACT
(sitesuite.net.au) If you have any questions, please contact Rob Fredericksen at
rob.fredericksen@scoutsact.com.au

Joey Jaunt
Joey Jaunt will be held on the 19th of November from 10am to 3pm at the Lake Ginninderra Sea Scout Hall. Cost
is $10 per joey and includes lunch and a treat. If anyone is interested in assisting with running of this event,
please contact Emma Georgiou at emmageorgiou1@hotmail.com

Venture 24 - Tieve Halling Rowlinson
With youth applications now closed we have a total of 30 fabulous Venturer Scouts and Leaders heading to
Victoria in January 2024 for Venture 24. If any leaders have missed out but are still keen, fear not, they will still
accept leader applications. Youth members will be participating in a range of expeditions from jet setting to Fiji or
New Zealand to an Amazing race around Melbourne and surrounds.

The contingent team has requested the names of ACT attendees from Victoria but in the mean time if Venturers
and Leaders who will be attending could email tieve.halling@scoutsact.com.au we can begin our contingent
planning. In the works we have some contingent gear as well as opportunities for the contingent to get together
beforehand so that we all know each other.

Summer Camp 2024
The next ACT Summer Camp will be held on the 12th to 18th of January 2024 at Camp Cottermouth. If you
are interested in assisting with running of this event, please contact Maddie Woodward at
maddiekate@internode.on.net

GG Camp
The Governor General of Australia, his Excellency General the Honorable David Hurley, and his wife, Her
Excellency, Linda Hurley, are hosting a combined sections national Scout camp on the grounds of Government
House this September. We will be camping at Government House from Sunday 14 - Friday 19 April 2024.
Activities will include cycling, canoeing, sailing, windsurfing and stand-up-paddle boarding on Lake Burley Griffin,
mountain biking on Mt Stromlo, abseiling, caving and rock climbing at Cottermouth and Wee Jasper, bushwalking
and 4WDing in the Brindabellas, doing archery, hatchet throwing at the GG residence, scuba experiences in the

https://earthtribe.scout.org/challenges/champions-nature
mailto:georgia.elliott@scoutsact.com.au
mailto:jacinta.henderson@scoutsact.com.au
https://scoutsact.admin.sitesuite.net.au/jotajoti-2022.html?fbclid=IwAR3OV0Pj812rqLmHEMNPsO0mrDOrrWY2ZunX58K5ZBt4hHTrSkpMWCxeoRE
https://scoutsact.admin.sitesuite.net.au/jotajoti-2022.html?fbclid=IwAR3OV0Pj812rqLmHEMNPsO0mrDOrrWY2ZunX58K5ZBt4hHTrSkpMWCxeoRE
mailto:rob.fredericksen@scoutsact.com.au
mailto:emmageorgiou1@hotmail.com
mailto:Tieve.halling@scoutsact.com.au
mailto:maddiekate@internode.on.net


local indoor pools, building all sorts of cool pioneering towers, doing survival skills and cooking, doing lots of
environmental science, technology, engineering, and the arts!

Registrations now open. To secure your spot today, visit https://bit.ly/ggcamp2023registrations

If you would like to assist in the planning of the event, please reach out to Mark Cooper at aa@scoutsact.com.au

Yours in Scouting,

The Program Team

https://bit.ly/ggcamp2023registrations?fbclid=IwAR18AJ60ax9uWkhzTdVXVnUbQTpArN69MJtIhQ1K6DsaHc2wWeEubZM5oW0
mailto:aa@scoutsact.com.au

